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| | STATE TIMES + mesme saman 
Euphoria erupts, Jammu rejoices on abrogation of Art 370") 


Eeti ain Reta Ba Senior BJP leader and 
| cecbin on Artie 370 of te espite restrictions, euphoria erupted in Jammu os aE 
ee een over abrogation of Article 370, Article 35A, we congratulated the 
a en eee reorganisation of the State with people visiting vile ie e 
temples for thanks-giving and greeting each other over years for th 
freedom from subjugation. People spoke vehemently 
over the bold decision of Modi government at the 


tion in Rajya Sabha to revoke years for this moment. 
Centre. 


Article 370, Raina said the "Jammu and 
| residents of Jammu and Kashmir has integrated 


| Kashmir irrespective of their | into India and the his- s 
L - 4 caste, creed and religion are torie decision of the Centre will further cement its 
with the prime minister. "It is a historie moment for relation with J&K. The bill will get passed to ful- 
Jammu and Kashmir. The entire population of the State fil the long standing dream of the people of 
is thankful to him (Modi) for mitigating their pain," Jammu and Kashmir," Singh said. The BJP-led 
Raina said. "Modi was the first to reach out to Kashmiris government is completing the work left behind by 
_when they were facing the brunt of devastating floods in Sardar Patel who integrated 562 princely states 
2014. He visited them and made every effort to ensure including Jammu and Kashmir to lay the founda- 
their safety," he added. tion of strong India, he said. 

"The beginning has started and will be taken to 
its logical conclusion," he said accusing country’s 
first Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru for cre- 
ating a provision under Article 370 to guarantee 
special status to Jammu and Kashmir as part of 
his policy to appease National Conference 
founder, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 


Bhupinder Singh, Vice Chairman 
J&K ReT Teachers Forum, welcomed f 
the abrogation of Articles 370 and 
35A. | 
"It was the need of the hour to 
remove this Article to cope up with | 
country's most dreaded enemies active 
in Kashmir. The Valley based political 
leaders are responsible for the present f 
situation in the State and it is hoped 
that now the scenario will change. 
BJP Government has fulfilled its com- 
mitment and the people of Jammu region will get now get their 
due share," Singh maintained. "Leaders of NC and PDP have loot- 
ed the State by taking undue benefit of Article 370," Singh said 
and appealed to the government to hold probe against the wealth 
accumulated by them. 


Describing creation of Ladakh 
and Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) 
as two new Union Territories 
(UTS), BJP State executive mem- 
ber, Raman Suri said that by 
scrapping Article 370 of Indian 
Constitution the NDA 
Government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
rewritten history and ended all 
riders of this State for being an 
: integral part of India. In a state- 
ment issued here on Monday, Suri said with this decision of creat- 
ing two new UTs, BJP led coalition government has fulfilled its 
promise made with the people of India and paid tributes to Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee who laid down his life for seeing One Nation, 
One Flag, One Constitution in India. 

Suri said that today a history has been made that has also 
ended discrimination or one-upmanship of one region over two 


others. He said that with abrogation of Article 370 justice has 
been done with women whose state subjects used to be cancelled 
been given its due share. "Both 


jage and Ladakh has X 
pean ur and people from rest of India will be 


UIs will now unfurl Tricolo of tial 
7 rties here like people from Kashmir, Ladakh and 
a aie rest of India", he said. 


Jammu had been purchasing in of In i 
poe said that political leaders in Kashmir who had been 


oh i ing in divisive polities must rec- 

ne lies, hatred and indulging in i t 
Ea fact and try to do mainstream polities for the simple 
3 a that they stand rejected by progressive people of Kashmir 
ae He said time has come to move on and decide about 
as well. 


i Ts now. "Those who still oppose 
ning economy of new U ow E : í 
ee Pecado 370 or 35A are living 1n fool's eae: a 
scrapping eaa 
must understand 
Governors will get on the p 


Priya Sethi, former min- 
ister shared, "I congratu- 
late Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for 
the historic decision to 
revoke Article 370. 

This will be a bold step 
towards strengthening 
national integration. The 
decision will help the peo- 
ple of Jammu and 


Describing the serap- f 

ping of Article 370 a his- | 
toric step, former MLA 
Udhampur Pawan 
Gupta said that this his- 
toric decision of the 
Central Government is a 
true tribute to late Dr. 
Syama Prasad 
Mukherjee, Pandit Prem ; = 
Nath Dogra and all other leaders who fought for 
Ek Pradhan, Ek Vidhan, Ek Nishan and sacri- 
ficed thei lives. 
Gupta said that this is the most bold and com- 
mendable step of the present government in com- 
parison to all previous governments. He said that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has duly 
acknowledged the aspirations of the people of 
entire country who had pinned their full faith on 
him for scrapping the Article 370. Gupta said 
that the Article 370, had been misused by the 
leaders of Kashmir and had created a spirit of 
separatism and sense of alienation and never 
allowed the emotional integration of Kashmir 
with the rest of the country. 

Pawan Gupta has expressed confidence that this 

will usher in a new era of fostering and hastenin 

| pace of development in Jammu and Kashmir nae 

will put a full stop to separatist forces and ter- 
rorism. He congratulated the Union Government 


and all the citizens of the eo is hi i 
aoe untry for this historic 


Kashmir the most. 

More investment, more industry, more private edu- 
cational institutions, more jobs and more revenue 
will come. Moreover, females who marry outside the 
State can now enjoy their rights." 


F) Anil Sharma, a trader termed the abro- 
| gation of Article 370 as a monumental 
| decision towards national integration. 
| He said that BJP has fulfilled its com- 
| mitment by ending decades-long dis- 
| crimination with the peace loving and 
| nationalistic people of Jammu region. 

| Sharma said Article 370 is not actually 
a part of the Constitution, as it has got 
F mee incorporated through a Presidential 
Order in 1954 and worked against the interests of the people of 
the State. "We welcome the courageous step taken by the 
Government. This was very essential for the interest of Jammu 
and Kashmir, as well as the entire country. Rising from selfish 
motives and political differences, everyone should welcome and 
support this move," Sharma added. 


Advocate Prem Sadhotra, 
former General Secretary 
Bar Association Jammu 
has congratulated the 
Government of India and 
people of the country for 
scrapping of Articles 370 
and 35A and reorganisa- 
tion of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

He said that both these 
Articles in the 
oe —— Constitution were used 
against the unity and integrity of the country by 
terming these as a bridge between the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir and the Union of India. 

He said that the Congress Government under the 
Nehra Rule weakened the country by creating these 
Articles which have now been scrapped by following 
the policy of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. He said that 
the whole country is celebrating this historic step. 


` 


der n 
that the new UTs un ; e 
ath of peace and progress , he said. 


GEE] Col Dr Virendra K Sabi, VrO, State Director of War Decorated India said, "Abrogation of Articles 370/358 
has been a long awaited and most cherished decision of the Government. It has sent a frenzy of Jubilation 
the nationalist population of the State. Everyone barring a few political dynastic beneficiaries have 
ERE ision and complimented the Prime Minister and Home Minister for this bold decision in 


the dec 3 
nioa PRT urled by the so called mainstream politicians, who exploited the State for seven decades 
J face 


d the people. i i : 
ae a be ied in the history with golden words, It shall be a turning point not only for shift of 
n S 


but also for ushering the State in an era of peace and prosperity to promote tourism and develop- 
DOW CTs DU ieee een O again yery soon,” he said. 
ment, The pristine gory © 2 


f the crown state may return 


————_—— a AS eR er SA iY 
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‘Expressing gratitude to the 
Union Government for fulfill- 
ing long pending demand of 
people, Vaishali Sharma, & 
housewife said, "It is a historic 
day in the history of J&K. 
People are just on the moon. 
We Have waited a long for this 
day and are overjoyed that 
finally our wait is over and the 
day has arrived. Thanks to 
Modi Government for resolving the issue, ane to which 
J&K was lagging behind in every sector. The Article 
370 acted as a hindrance on the path of development 


Abrogation of Article 370 rekindles hope for Naya J ammu and Kashmir 


Welcoming the historic decision 
taken by the- NDA Government 
regarding abrogation of contro- 
versial Article 370, Radhika 
Choudhary, a Jammu-girl settled 
in Pune shared, "Wow Article 
370 and Article 35A are gone. It 
is really an incredible move taken 
by Modi Government. I am very 
much happy that now my chil- 
dren can enjoy all the rights in 
A| their mother's home-town. I hope 
that now the socio-economic status of Kashmiri people will 
improve, who earlier were leading a miserable life. The abroga- 
tion of Article 370 will definitely bring a huge:change in Jammu 
& Kashmir" Choudhary farther said that repeal of Article 370 
was a long pending demand of nationalist people of J&K but the 
issue was always used by various political parties just for vote 
bank politics, without caring for the aspirations of people. By 
removing the controversial Article 370, the BJP Government 
has fulfilled the long pending demand of Jammu people, which is 
really appreciable, she added. 


J Shroty Sharma, a Jammuite 

H settled abroad said, "I think with 
abrogation of Article 370, the 
Centre has brought Jammu and 
Kashmir nearer to the rest of the 
nation. Article 370 has ‘crushed 
democracy’ in Jammu and 
Kashmir and halted development 
į process. Moreover, it was an anti- 
people measure-- the main reason. 
for poverty in Jammu and 
Kashmir, It was an illogical and 
invalid Article, but I am surprised that no one ever tried to 
remove it till date. I congratulate entire country for this his- 
torical decision. I am sure that removal of Article 370 will 
bring investment and development in Jammu, Kashmir and 


espite restrictions, euphoria erupted in 
Jammu over abrogation of Article 370, 


Article 35A, reorganisation of the State 

with people visiting temples for thanks-giving 

and greeting each other over freedom from subju- 

gation. People spoke vehemently over the bold 

decision of Modi government at the Centre. T ag gence 
the resolute BJP government demonstrated the courage 


Hailing the NDA Government | i and determination to do the right. Now, I am sure that 
for abcogation| om Articles 370: to Jammu & Kashmir will develop with a fast pace like 
Dr Neha St Said eae other states of India. Being a Jammu girl, I am glad to 
cane tae CaA neo be a witness of this historic mong, when J&K has 
takok by the Union } achieved Independence in real sense. 
Government. It was very essen- 
tial in the interest of Jammu 
and Kashmir, as well as entire } 
country. Rising from selfish igg 
motives and political differ- jy 
ences, everyone should welcome 


and support this move, which 
has been taken for the welfare of J&K ET The Article 


370 was responsible for numerous crises in the State, includ- 
ing unemployment, corruption, mis-governance and many 
others. Moreover, due to Article 35A, people of the State in » 
general and women in particular suffered a lot, as it led to 
discrimination with them, Bemg a J&K woman, I am very 
much delighted as removal of this Article will end the decades 
long discrimination with females," asserted Neha. “Some 
politicians, termed this provision as a bridge between J&K 
and India, but in reality, it increased distance between peo- 
ple and the country. Thanks God, after a long period 
controversial articles have been removed by 
Government," said Neha, adding that abrogation of Article 
370 will lead to sue ipa ake of both: the cc aes = | 


RFE RS ELE SRT TNE BEER 


sn at a 


Lamenting the political 
parties and leaders rais- 
ing hue and cry on 
removal of Article 370, 
Manya, a working 
woman said, "All these 
politicians, protesting 
| against the historic deci- 
sion taken by Modi 
Government in reality 
are worried for their own 
vested interests, as by 


e Article 370 and turning J&K -into a Union 
Territory, their shops have been closed. These leaders 
always worked for their own benefits besides enjoying: 
power corridors, without thinking for welfare of common 

eople. These leaders always | enjoyed patronage of their 
Delhi- friends and huge funds meant for the development 

f the State was diverted to their pockets. One can easi- 
tie ars of independence, 


even after 70 ye 
ye sf Saeed as funds meant for the welfare 


else. She further 
an were used somewhere 
oi a tSerappind of Article 370 was long due but no suc- 
S 


Feeling overwhelmed on the 
historic decision, Subh 
Lakshmi, a senior citizen said, 
"It is a bold, historic and 
much-needed change for J&K. 
The Article 370 was a big mis- 
take done by few vested inter- 
| ests, without taking care of | 
people's aspirations. People f 
_ suffered a lot due to this con- 


ruption, lack of development ai 
| this historie decision will make. 


age to remove it. 


d the cour: 
cessive Government E dra Modi and Amit Shah. 


Ladakh. I feel l that abrogation of Article 370 is rising of ‘New N 
to the duo 
Kashmir’, where: everyone ean enjoy his rights without any | n really turned people's dream into a reality." 
i SE ee m 


fear or discrimination like other parts of country.” es 
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Corporator Arun Khanna [ 


} Arun Sharma, Provincial 
President, All Jammu 
Kashmir Panchayat 
Conference (AJKPC) wel- 
comed the decision regarding 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 
35A taken by the Union 
Government. 

Sharma urged Prime 
Minister Narendra ‘Modi and 
| Home Minister Amit Shah to 
== take all possible measures to 
control Valley-based political leaders who misled people for 
their personal motives. He assailed these leaders for creating 
a sense of panic among the people and held them responsible 
for present situation in the Valley. 

He said the people of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh are 
whole-heartedly welcoming the scrapping of Articles 370 and 
35A and are hoping that they will witness new era of devel-. 
opment soon. | 


Arun Mehram a youth leader 
also welcomed removal of 
Articles 370 and 35A, saying 
this has enthused the people 
who are confident that this 
í will help bring big industry to 
‘Gat Jammu & Kashmir, thereby 
Lis giving a major boost to the 
employability. 

He added that Article 370 
was the biggest blunder and 
a mistake of past which has 
been corrected now after 70 years by the Modi Government. 
He said that today entire India is rejoicing the moment, as 
Jammu and Kashmir will also move ahead on path of devel- 
ee under the leadership of Prime Minister, Narendra 


ra 


housewife also wel- 
comed scrapping of 
Articles 370 and 


other than Prime 
Minister, Narendra 
Modi has the courage 
to take such a daring 
step for the welfare 
of people of Jammu, 


Lauding the Prime Minister, she said that this 
bold decision will go a long way for development 
of J&K and would be recorded in annals of the 
history in golden letters, "Article 370 va not 
only ill-conceived but very much N z: 
principles of the constitution itself, which p: ; 
vides equal rights to all people of the country, 


abrogation of Article 370, saying this will pave the 
way for massive industrialisation in Jammu and 
Kashmir that will lead to employment of educated unem- 
ployed, skilled and unskilled workforce. Apart from eco- 
nomic progress, industrial development and ending the 
_ sense of deprivation, this measure has satiated the urges 
_and aspirations of all sections of society. 


See eee 


ple of Jammu region are really happy. He 
flags' people were living like slaves. He 
saying none 
that earlier there was no future for chil- 


Article 370, the people of Jammu are 
feeling a sense of confidence. 


rights. 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Corporator Kamal Sharma said the peo- fi 
said that earlier in the 'State with two g 


said the people would extend full support y 
to every initiative taken for overall devel- |» 
opment of Jammu & Kashmir. He said | 


dren in the State but after scrapping of 4 


Highlighting the misery of people due to Article 370, he said 
about 60 years ago, in the wake of Hartal by local 
Safaikaramcharis, about 250 Valmiki Safaikaramcharis were 
brought from Punjab for maintaining cleanliness in the State. M 
Even after Passing of six decades, these poor people were deprived f 
OE citizenship rights, Till date, their children are unable to get any $ 
other job than Safaikaramcharis despite attaining higher educa- 
tion, but with abrogation of Article 370 they will also get their due 

¢ CT le g a 


expressed gratitude to the Prime 
Minister for taking historie, bold |) 
and game-changing decision. 
"People of Jammu and Kashmir 
are feeling sense of freedom 
from dictatorship of Kashmiri 
leaders after seven decades. 
People are celebrating independ- 
ence from the slavery of corrupt |). 
politicians of Kashmir Valley,” È : 
Khanna said and extended full support to the BJP 
Government at the Centre for every endeavour taken for 
overall benefit and betterment of people of Jammu and 


Kashmir. 


Bitu Kumar, a shopkeeper 
hailed the bold step taken by 
Narendra Modi led NDA 
Government, saying that 
Syama Prasad Mukherjee, 
Balraj Madhok and Prem Nath 
Dogra had sacrificed their lives 
for abrogation of Article 370 to { Ba 
integrate J&K fully with India. j fl oe) a 

He said repeal of Article 370 == - EN 
will be real tribute to these great leaders, who stood for total 
integration of J&K with India and sacrificed their lives. "We 
assure full support to the Government of India headed by 
| Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for taking 
the historic decision and express gratitude towards entire 


Realisation In Pakistan, 


JAMMU: Even as the Kashmir 
mainstream (so-called) is turning 
secessionists-par- excellence, more 
so in the wake of abrogation of 
Article 35A, the realization is fast f 
dawning on most of the people 
across the Valley and in Pakistan 
too. Congress General Secretary 
and Leader of Opposition in Rajya 
Sabha may conveniently call 
Kashmiris as ‘sold-out! for their 
'sin' of partaking lunch with 
National Security Advisor Ajit 
Doval, much to his and his ik in 
Kashmir and elsewhere in the 
country, how will he react to the 
opinion of Naila Inayat, a free- 
lance journalist from Pakistan, 
which has appeared in The Print 
(8 August 2019). And for that 
matter what would be the take of 
self-styled columnists like 
Barkhas, Suhasinis, Arundhatis 
who leave no Opportunity to nail 
India by misusing their right to 
| freedom of expression. 

Many people in Pakistan, (If not 


the government, the army and the 
ISI, who are as good or worse that 
Kashmiri Netas, separatists, 
Indian pseudo secularists and self- 
-Styled activists) realise the ground 
realities while those in India tend 


to indulge in deception for obvious ` 


motivations. Azads, Muftis, 
Abdullahs, Geelanis, Maliks, 
Shahs and all sorts of India bash- 
ers and actors of ‘treachery’ might 
be feeling a sense of deprivation as 
their shops of profit are going to 
shut down from now but the 
nationalists to the core and 
humanists in essence, both in 
India and Pakistan feel a sense of 
accomplishment. That is what 
Naila Inayat tries to spell out in 
these words:- 

When the Narendra mi cor 
ernment scrapped the special sta- 
tus of Jammu and Kashmir and 
announced its decision to turn the 
state into a Union Territory on 


Monday, it caught the Thekedars - 


of Kashmir in Pakistan off guard. 


The reactions from the Imran 
Khan government were anything 
but serious, that too for a piece of 
Jand they once called their own. 
Honestly, losing cricket matches 
to India have had better reactions 
in Pakistan. But the bigger ques- 
tion is: can Imran Khan's govern- 
ment run without a Kashmir 


cause, as the saying goes told, had no answers, so they bet- 
‘hukoomat ter not be asked either 
petrol se ` Growing up in the 1990s, our - 
nahin, daily dose 
Kashmir SPECIAL REPORT of brain- 
cause se ST ; washing 
chalti hai’. Involved a 20-minute programme 
Everyone on Kashmir after the 9 PM news 


in the ruling elite sold the 
‘Kashmir banega Pakistan! 
chooran to the best of their benefit 
- those in the Pakistani military to 
keep themselves viable, the politi- 
cians to use it during elections, the 
religious cartel to fan anti-Hindu 
sentiments, and the ordinary 
Pakistani to just watch all of them 
make hay. 

ae 


men were the real heroes. 
STO aa - 


© Friday e August 9, 29 


‘Kashmir banega Pakistan’ is 
what we were told as kids. 'But 
how will it become a part of 
Pakistan when it is in India?! We 
would ask. 'Kashmir hamari 
shahrag hai (Kashmir is the jugu- 
lar vein of Pakistan)! So how are 
we managing to survive without 
this vein? The questions, we were 


on Pakistan ‘Television. With 
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan's Iss 
duniya k gham jane kab hu gy kam 
playing in the background, we saw 
agonising images of Kashmir. It 
would eulogise Mirwaiz Umar 

‘00q, Yasin Malik, Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani ang other Kashmiri 
leaders - we were told that these 


‘Our héart should bleed for 
Kashmir,' was the loud and clear 
message. But how can the heart 
bleed for something that was only 
a state-imposed reality? We would 
think. 

The rulers of Pakistan came and 
went but what remained 
unchanged was Pakistan's 
Kashmir cause. A cause for which 
daring to be indifferent amounted 
to blasphemy of sorts. 

Once a year, Pakistanis would get 
a day to free Kashmir. Every 5 
February, they show solidarity 
with their Kashmiri brethren. 
School tableaux depict innocent 

iri girls singing folk songs 
and out of nowhere come Indian 
soldiers firing gunshots to arouse 
pathos in the audience. 

The happenings of Kashmir Day 
always remained unclear - a 
national holiday which seemed just 
like any other off day. Kashmir 
Day would involve everything . 


~ other than liberating Kashmir. 
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Deception In Kashmir 


Waking up late, watching Indian 
films, and hanging out with 
friends was our contribution to the 
cause of Kashmir. 

And then there were the poster 
boys of Kashmir freedom move- 
ment. Hafiz Saeed, Syed 
Salahuddin or Ahmed Ludhianyj- 
from banned terrorist outfits tak- 
ing out processions, apprising the 
Pakistanis of the Kashmir issue. 
But why would you preach to the 
converted already? 

Now, nearly three decades later, 
Pakistan's Kashmir policy has 
borne no fruits for regular 
Pakistanis, other than polarising 
the society on the basis of jihad 
and instilling hate against India, . 
The government of Pakistan 
expects the inflation-battlin 
awaam to reunite for the Kashmir 
cause. But why? 

Whether or not your heart bleeds 
for your own ethnic (Shias, 
Ahmadis, Christians, Hindus): 


-aaneen L CONTD ON PAGE 9: 


e Friday e August 


Vimal Gupta, President, Raj Tilak Road Traders 
Association hailed the courageous and bold step regarding 
abrogation of Articles 370 
and 35A. He said that earlier 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir were suffering a lot 
due to this controversial Act 
and their grievances remained 
unaddressed, but now after 
becoming UT, the people are 
hopeful that all necessary 
steps would be taken to miti- 
gate their sufferings besides 
preserving Dogra culture and 

heritage. The Central Government should initiate necessa ry 

steps for preservation of Dogra culture so that coming gen- 

eration can remain in touch with years-old culture and tra- 

ditions. He said that people of Kashmir Valley are also sat- 
' isfied with scrapping of Article 370. Gupta appealed to the 
Central Government to probe huge bungling of Kashmiri 
politicians, who are involved in seams worth crores besides 
booking them under law. 


Raju Saluja, President of Hanuman 
Market Traders Association, Purani 
Mandi said, "We were waiting for this 
decision for the past 72 years. Modi 
has fulfilled the commitment made 
with people of country in general and i 
Jammu and Kashmir in particular," ; 
He said that due to Article 370, the | ` 
then Jammu and Kashmir State has b- 
not witnessed so much development 
and people were forced to run from 
pillar to post for employment, medical - = 
and educational facilities and other purposes but now after repeal- 
ing of Article 370, the people of Jammu are hopeful that they 
usher in a new era. 

He further hoped that all modern facilities will be provided to 
residents of Jammu and Kashmir without any bias. Now, the newly 
formed Jammu Kashmir Union Territory will be brought under 
One Flag and One Constitution and there will be no place for anti- 
national elements, he added. : 


he decision to abrogate Article 370 is get- 

| ting overwhelming support from the peo- 

| ple of Jammu. They feel a sense of accom- 
_ plishment, not only for end to psychological bar- 
riers but with regard to opportunities in devel- 
opment. They genuinely feel that the era of dis- 
crimination will be a nightmare of the past. 


Jaseel Singh Slathia, President Mandli JK Surya Gram 
Vikas Samiti said that Article 370 was a cancerous disease 
of the State of Jammu and oe aes i, 
Kashmir which has successful- ; 
ly been operated upon by the 
Modi Government. This dis- 
ease swallowed thousands of 
innocent youths and security 
personnel from all over the 
country during past three 
decades in particular, f 
` Abrogation of this Article is Í 
the real Shradhanjali to all 
those who sacrificed their lives 
in the State during this period. 
Not only the people of Jammu and Kashmir but the fami- 
lies of security personnel in the country feel relieved by the 
step taken by the Modi government. The country's economy 
remained worst affected because the special status 
siphoned the lion's share of our economy. JK being a union 
territory has a bright future and will prosper now onwards, | 
he said. Slathia congratulated Prime Minister Narendra 


Modi and Amit Shah for this bold step which has created 
history. 


Geeta Devi, a working woman, welcomed 
scrapping of Article 370 by the initiative 
ry taken by the 

es a Union Home 
“| Minister, Amit 
Shah. She said 
that the people 
of Jammu and 
Kashmir were 
deprived of their 
| due share in var- 
ious spheres 
X ; while Kashmiri 
politicians looted the wealth unabatedly. Now 
after repealing of Article 370, the people of 
Jammu are hopeful of new era and hoped 
that huge development will take place in 
J&K. Moreover, unemployed youth of 
Jammu will also get employment avenues 
after re-organisation of Jammu and 
Kashmir. She further appealed to the Prime 
Minister to take necessary measures for a 
viding reservation to womenfolk, which has 
not been provided to them till date. 


Surinder Kour, BJP leader whole- 
heartedly welcomed repealing of 
Articles 370 and 35A from Jammu 
and Kashmir. She said that the peo- 
ple of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh 
got freedom after passing 72 years in 
slavery. 

She said people of J&K were strug- 
gling since long for abrogation of 
Article 370 and now after its repeal- 
ing, entire Jammu, Kashmir and li 
Ladakh regions are celebrating the | 4 
‘moment. ~ : 

Expressing gratitude towards Prime Minister and Home 
Minister, she asserted that all residents of Jammu and Kashmir, 
irrespective of castes, creeds and religions are with the Prime 
Minister, "It is a historie moment for Jammu and Kashmir. Entire 
population of the State is thankful to Modi for fulfilling their long 
pending demand,” she added. § > 


| Appreciating the step taken by 
Narendra Modi Government, 
Mahul Rajput, a scholar hoped 
that the decision would prove to 
be a boon for youth of Jammu 
and Kashmir. He said people, 
whether youth, women or PoJK 
refugees will get their due share 
after abrogation of Article 370. 

| He further said that Modi 
—=—— Government has taken a wise 
decision, which was the need of hour. "PM Narendra Modi 
and Amit Shah have created history. The historic decision 
is in the interest of nation. Understanding pain of people of 
Jammu, Modi fulfilled his promise. We are very much 
thankful to him for the historic decision," Rajput said. 


ti Bes 
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Isn’t national television colluding with Kashmiri India bashers 


resence of some chronic 
Pakistani apologists and so- 
called Kashmiri television pan- 


. elists in New Delhi and Mumbai at 


a time history has been rewritten 
by abrogating Article 370 and 
bifureating the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir into two Union 
‘Territories is intriguing. It can't be 
just coincidence. If it is then noth- 
ing can be startling than this. 

A day ahead of the historic move 
by the Centre, many of these 
camping panelists featured in a 


` special discussion on Kashmir on a 


particular television channel. Who 
is paying for boarding, lodging and 
air-fares of ‘now known faces on 
national television’ who are other- 


_ wise unknown in their close vicini- 
ties back home? What is the con- 


nection? Nation wants to know. 
As the Valley is shut in the wake 
of repeal of its special status, these 


| panelists are at large, participat- 


' ing in the debates, spitting venom 


against India and facilitating the 
anchors to raise their voices in 
defence of India. In the process the 
national cause is getting bruised 
and India bashers across the coun- 
try in. general and in Kashmir in 
particular becoming emboldened 
to put the nation, its security 
forces and its ethos on scanner. 

Some of the national television 
channels have caused grievous 
dent to Indian image, ironically 
under the guise of being hyper- 
nationalists. 

Tt can't be that Indian media 
houses are falling in the trap of 
anti-India elements. It, seems to be 
deliberate as the Kashmiri pan- 
elists generally remain the same 
bunch of India haters whose men- 
tal frame is now known to every 
viewer. Before opening their 
mouths, thé viewers can make out 
as to what they w be aie 
Despite that the television ous 
are Feeling constrained and obliged 


to have their view point alone, 
come what may. This is appalling. 
Somebody better decode the puz- 
zle. 


Whatever the motivation of pan-- 


elists or the anchors, these televi- 
sion debates have set in a danger- 
ous trend of airing anti-national 
views brazen- 
ly and 
shamelessly. 
Hitherto- 
fore, the anti- 

national ele- ST, 
ments used 

to think twice before giving vent to 
anti-India sentiments publicly but 
now they are emboldened to such 
an extent that they spit venom 
against the nation and the majori- 
ty community without any inhibi- 
tion, fear or remorse in highest of 
their pitch. They have tested 
waters. They know nobody will 
take note of their venom against 
the nation. 


ee 


Some of the acclaimed Indian tel- 
evision channels are turning more 
dangerous for the national interest 
than anti-national elements. 
Recent years and months have 


seen India bashers hammering - 


India on the sensitive issues like 
Vande Matram, National Anthem, 
Special Status to J&K, AFSPA, 
hoisting of Tricolour in varsities, 


so on and 
SPECIAL REPORT Rieu 
The scè- 


nario becomes totally different 
when it comes to debating terror 
related incidents in Kashmir or the 
latest situation unfolding after 
repeal of special status to the erst- 
while state. 

If glorification of terrorism in the 
Valley has been mainly due to a 
segment of Kashmir media, their 
cause, being espoused by some 
mainstream leaders, separatists 
and the so-called independent ana- 
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by providing them platform? 


the national media by giving space 
to venomous elements in their 
prime shows. Watch any debate on 
Kashmir, rabid communalists and 
anti-national elements can be seen 
indulging in worse type of dia- 
tribes against the nation. Spitting 
venom against India, Indian insti- 
tutions and Indian security and 
armed forces remains core of their 
agenda. And, more they get drub- 
bing from the anchors or ¢o-pan- 
elists, more is their purpose served 
back in Kashmir, Even though 
such debates are pre-orchestrated 
or pre-planned, it is the national 
interest that becomes causality. 
Lately, some unknown faces from 
the Valley are getting larger than 
life size projection on various tele- 
vision channels over various con- 
tentious issues and handling of the 
terror situation by armed forces. 
The news-channels take solace in 
getting a view point from Kashmir 
and browbeating the participants, 


without realising how much dis- 
service they are doing to the 
national interest. By roping in 
some B-grade clerics or socio- 
political activists besides so-called , 
political analysts, the news chan- 
nels are in fact making them : 
heroes back in the Valley. Indian “ 
media becomes an engine for India — 
bashing for them. i 
The question arises why should , 
media houses stoop so low in high- 
lighting the entities, who do not , 


‘even enjoy the goodwill of those ; 


they claim to represent? What 
more can be expected from those : 
who remain engaged in doing PR 
for Pakistan. These are the people, - 
who unfortunately have got 
acereditation as top secessionist 
leaders from Kashmir despite 
being treated with contempt back 
home. Some of them carry therep- 
utation of being blackmailers and 


petty criminals. Courtesy Indian 
media, they 
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gin -—"—) Eklavya, a youth of Valimiki commu- 
È nity expressed gratitude to the Prime 
Minister and Home Minister for 
revoking Articles 370 and 35A, say- 
ing the decision would prove to be a 
boon for entire Valmiki community. 
The members of the community were 
leading a miserable life due to non- 
issuance of Permanent Resident 
Certificates, which was a major 
requirement for getting employment 
in government sector and admission 

- in government-run educational insti- 
tutions, he said. "Earlier there were very less opportunities avail- 
able for members of Valmiki community in Jammu and Kashmir, 
but with abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, we hope adequate 
opportunities in J&K like other residents. I also wanted to study 
law but due to lack of PRC, I was unable to get admission," he 
said. "Valmiki community has been serving J&K for about 70 
years as no other community has rendered services towards the 
society like us. After abrogation of Articles 370 and 354A, there is 
a new vigour among the youth of community, as now they can also 
pursue higher studies to achieve their goals," he maintained. 


Mohit, another student belonging to 
the Valmiki community, said that 
revoeation of provisions of Article 
370 has opened new vistas for the 
members of the community, whose 
ancestors were brought from Punjab 
by J&K Government in 1957 but 
were denied ‘citizenship’ and other 
à entailing rights. 

"The members of the community are 
hopeful that their condition will 
improve in future by abrogation of 
Article 370,” he said, adding that August 5 will be remembered 
as a historie day. 
He hoped that youth of Valmiki community would get various 
Government jobs and other rights in the newly-created Union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 


Valmiki community feels empowered with abrogation of Art 35A 


E Saturday, © ANGUS oo 2019 STATEIIM ES} 
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Gharu Bhatti, a member of Valmiki 
community, said that the entire commu- | 
nity is celebrating scrapping of Articles |w. 
370 and 35A with great zeal. He said |} 
that the successive Governments, in 
J&K and the Centre, have deprived the } © 
community from citizenship rights 
besides other job opportunities and wel- 
fare schemes. He expressed resentment |; 
against Congress, which he said failed | 
to do justice with Valmiki community |} 
and termed the party as Dalit-Virodhi. 

Bhatti further said that after repeal- Bt». = 
ing of aforesaid Articles, the youth of community can continue their 
studies without any hindrance, with a hope-to lead life with dignity 
in the newly established Union Territory. 

He asserted that there is feeling of celebration among community 
members, as after spending 70 years in Jammu and Kashmir, they 
got the freedom, the credit of which goes to Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister, Amit Shah. "PM has fulfilled his 
commitment and made the slogan a reality that ‘Modi Hai Toh 


Mumkin Hai'," he added. ; 


aving served the people of Jammu with a 

sense of commitment during the past over 

six decades, the Valmiki community is 

feeling elated over the decision of ending the spe- 
cial status, which had become a source of their 
_ deprivation. With landmark decision of abrogat- 
ing Articles 370 and 35A they feel empowered. 


a NH ea Ee AE 8 aS J RSS & 


Ekta, a student 
belonging to Valmiki 
community, wel- 
comed the timely (kzi 
decision with regard 
to abrogation of 
Article 370, as it 
would remove all 
obstacles being faced B 
by youth of Valmiki | 
community. She said = s 
that before -scrapping of Articles 370 and 354, 
the future of community youth was in dark as 
they were unable to. get any employment or pur- 
sue higher education in J &K, due to non-issuance 
of PRGs in their favour. 

"Now after abrogation of controversial Article 
370, youth of the community can avail all benefits 
being provided by the Government of India for its 
citizens. I want to serve the country by becoming 
a Police Officer. My dream can now become a real- 
ity, only. due the historic decision taken by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 

Amit Shah," she added. 


While welcoming 
».| revoking of Article 
370 by the BJP led 
_.| Union Government, 
‘| Radhika Gill, a stu- 
dent said that it was 
the main hurdle in the 
path of development 
4 for Valmiki ‘communi- 
yaa 
| 4.2%] Radhika said that she 
confronted numerous problems in J&K, while 
struggling for her career due to non-availability of 
PRG. She expressed gratitude to the Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi who fulfilled his promise 
and opened new avenues for the youth of the neg- 
lected community, so that they can also develop 
and prosper like other residents of J&K. "I hope 
that in coming times, this historie decision would 
prove to be a boon for entire community in gener- 
al and youth in particular. The full credit of 
removing this anti-Valmiki article goes to BJP 
Government in general and the Prime Minister in 
particular’, she maintained. 


Hailing the BJP led NDA government 
for abrogating Articles 370 and 35A, 
Thomas, a student belonging to the 
Valmiki community, expressed grati- 
tude for giving freedom to members of 
Valmiki community from deprivation 
and discrimination. He said that due to 
Article 370, youth of the community 
suffered a lot as they had no future in 
the State except working as sanitary 
staff, He said that after repealing of 
Article 370, various opportunities are 
available for youth to ensure a bright 
future, without leaving their homes and parents, just like other resi- 
dents. He appealed to the PM Modi and Amit Shah to take all neces- 
sary efforts for introducing new schemes for welfare of community 


youth. 
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Abrogation of Article 370 rekindles hope among Gorkhas 


Arun Kumar Chettri, Vice Chairman 
of the Gorkha Samaj said repealing of 
Articles 370 and 35A is being consid- 
ered as harbinger of hope and justice 
among the Gorkha community residing 
in Jammu and Kashmir. He said 
Article 370 has grilled the Gorkha 
community by depriving it from enjoy- 
ing‘rights which are extended to other 
citizens of the nation. He said due to 
this anti-Gorkha Article, most of the 
youth of Gorkha community were 
foreed to work in private establish- 
ments, shops and small eateries. "In Jammu and Kashmir, there was 
no future for Gorkhas and the community lagged behind others", he 
said, adding that for the past 70 years we are living like slaves due 
‘to lack of facilities. He said only due to the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah we will now get equal opportu- 
nities. 


I| Leela Jamwal, Chairperson of the 
Gorkha Samaj said that due to 
Article 370, the entire Gorkha com- 
munity was deprived of their basic 
rights. "The Gorkha community got 
the voting rights but the members 
of this community were debarred 
from buying properties and pursu- 
J ing higher education in Jammu and 
Kashmir", she said adding that the 
country got freedom in 1947 but 
the Gorkha community of J&K has 
- become free from the clutches of 
Article 370 only on August 5, 2019 by the revolutionary and 
farsighted decision taken by the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah. "Despite facing 
discrimination and prejudice in J&K, the Gorkha community 
has played a significant role in the service of nation especially 
in the Indian Army", she asserted and thanked the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for giving full rights to the communi- 
ty at par with other citizens of the India. 


ithertofore feeling a sense of deprivation due 
to denial of state subject rights, the brave 
Gorkha community living in the city suburbs 
is elated over repeal of Articles 370 and 35A. They 
expect fair deal, secured future to their children and 
_ dignified life for the community as a whole. 


Laxmi Rana 
said, "It is like a 
dream come 
true for us. We 
thank Prime 
Minister 
Narendra Modi 
and Union 
Home Minister 
Amit Shah- for | 
providing us and | ft 
our children an opportunity to prosper as a 
community." 

"Despite living in Jammu for years 
together, the Gorkha’ community was 
deprived of various rights including right to 
vote, right to higher education, right to get 
state scholarships, right to get reservation 
in state jobs," she said and added, "I salute 
Modi for his political will to take such a bold 
and courageous decision to end the discrim- 
matory laws of the erstwhile state of 
Jammu and Kashyir," she added. 


Bassi Gurung has whole- 
heartedly welcomed the 
abrogation of Article 370, 
terming it as main hurdle in 
ensuring bright future of 
their wards. She said that 
the community members 
are staying in Jammu and 
Kashmir before 1947. She 
asserted that the youth of 
f $ Gorkha community are well 
educated but Ne to denial of Permanent Resident 
Certificates, they have not been eligible to get the state 
government jabs and other benefits of government wel-_ 
fare schemes. 

"arlier, our wards had no option but to go to the 
metro cities for employment but after J&K becoming a 
Union Territory, we are happy and contented about the 
future of our youth," she said and expressed gratitude to 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for revoking the 
Articles 370 and 35A and assured whole-hearted sup- 
port to the BJP in its stride to ensure welfare of people 


of this country. 


Sunder said that the Gorkha commu- f 
nity has faced a lot of problems due 
to the Articles 370 and 35A. He said 
that the successive governments in 
the State have not shown its serious Í 
concern towards the hardships being pA We 
faced by the members of Gorkha ie 
community. He said that the Gorkha 
community had also taken up the 
matter with Sheikh Abdullah regard- 
ing denial of rights to Gorkha com- 
munity but to no avail. 

He said that the whole community 
is welcoming the lifting of Articles 370 and 35A and celebrating 
this moment with great enthusiasm. He said now the community is 
eligible to buy property and pursue higher studies in Jammu and 
Kashmir. k 


Nihar said that he was the victim 
~ | of Article 370. "The scrapping of 
à į | this Article has ended the 72-year- 
= ) | long spell of injustice,” said Nihar, 
| celebrating the revocation of 
à A | Jammu and Kashmir's special sta- 
“hh i | tus, which allowed only state sub- 
| jects to buy and own land and take 
up government jobs. 
: He said now the Gorkha commu- 
4 nity has also been able to buy the 
cams i property in Jammu and Kashmir. 
He added that the Article 370 should have been revoked much 
earlier as it has deprived various communities from the benefits 
of various welfare schemes launched by the Central Government 
for common masses. 
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Jammu Muslims see ray of hope 


Ghulam Ali, an engineer by profession, welcomed | Kai SA : 
abrogation of Article 370, saying the amendments a H 
made by the successive governments in this provision 
were only meant for satiating the interests of political 
S class rather than mitigating the problems of common 
| people including Gujjars, Bakarwals and members of 
Other Backward Classes. He termed Kashmiri politi- 
cians as hypocrites, claiming they speak one language 
when in Delhi and a totally different while in the 
Valley, hence befooling the people. 
“In Kashmir they hold Delhi responsible for the plight 
of people in Kashmir", he said and pointed out that 
wards of several Kashmiri political leaders are studying abroad while the children 
of common people hailing from Valley are being misguided and denied basic rights. 
Ghulam Ali asserted, "Come what may, we were Indians, we are Indians and we 
shall remain Indians”. 


after 


m 


repeal of 


ie. 


Mohariimad Yaqoob 
‘ Yee said that Gujjar com- 
6 2 Ji munity has wholeheart- 
edly welcomed the 
scrapping of Articles 
370 and 35A. He 
asserted that Gujjar 
community has lived a 
miserable life in jg 
Jammu and Kashmir § 
and were not at all ben- 
efited from the afore- Wif 
said Articles of the Ee —s 

Constitution. He expressed the hope that the edu- 
cated youth of Gujjar Bakarwal community would 
be benefitted after the abrogation of Articles 370 
and 35A. He said that the whole community is 
hopeful that the multi-national companies will 
establish their offices in Jammu which will help 
tackling joblessness in the region. He said that the 
successive governments have failed in combating 
the menace of corruption and unemployment in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


Sees ge ak a 


ru Muslims are elated over the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A. They exude confidence that 
this move will open up new vistas of opportunities 
for them, as till date they were deprived of various rights — 
_ and benefits provided by the Government. They further — 
hoped that the significant decision taken by Union 
Government will open new horizons for their younger gen- 
_ erations, which were mere a dream for them till date. 


Gaus epee Pave cae hs Tiere ee SS et 


Mohammad Ali, an elderly, said that the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir are facing hardships due to 
this controversial Article for the past 7 0 years. He 
said that the Government of India took a wise deci- 
sion by scrapping the Articles 370 and 35A. He 
| hoped that the youth of Jammu and Kashmir will 
| get employment and soon a new era of development 
| will herald in the newly announced Union Territory. 
"I personally believe that the government has taken 
a bold decision which will be beneficial for the youth 
= of Jammu and Kashmir," he said, adding that the 
so-called mainstream politicians and separatists have misled the youth and after 


abrogating the Article 370, new avenues will be available for them. 


Mohammad Ashraf 
said that the revocation |. 
of Article 370 has given 
hope to the community 
members, who were 
deprived of their entail- 
ing rights. “Now that ; 
Jammu and Kashmir f= 
has no special status, ff $ 
“the concept of State Hi 
Subject itself has gone. 
Tt will make all Indians 
and all permanent E 
J&K residents equal in all respects," Ashraf said, hop- 
"ing that people like him too will soon be declared enti- 
s in the 


Abdul Satar said, "We are with our Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
_who took a very bold and courageous decision by repealing the 
Articles 370 and 35A." He mentioned that the successive govern- 
ments of Jammu and Kashmir did nothing for the welfare of 
Backward Classes’ community. He said that Modi is the first Prime 
Minister, who has shown concern towards the welfare of neglected 
community. i 

He said that the barrier of Article 370 has been'removed which 
had emotionally and psychologically separated Jammu can 
Kashmir from the country. He said that now the opportunities are 
available for them at par with the country. He appealed to the 


; i Prime 
dhary Bashir Ahmed appreciated 
Saranoa GROAR, aling the Articles 370 and 


Minister Narendra Modi for repe: } 
$ 35A. He said the previous governments of Naon 
: Conference and PDP have betrayed common masses. = 
| mentioned that his house is just one kilometer away bee 5 
residence of former Chief Minister and President Bey P 
Conference and till date the road bas not beeń a e 
despite raising the issue many times with the au z ape 

cerned. He also. mentioned that the Gujjar pea eee 
| nity also belonged to India and residing in 42 


tled to get government jobs and other rights in 
| newly-created Union territory of Jammu and 
He said, "We are Indians and the 


3 200 years. He asked the peo- l j 
X Kanin for, tb? a Pi, ee arate the scrapping of youth to come forward and take benefits of the schemes launched 
aforesaid Anta : a i ae mri ae and brotherhood at all costs. the welfare of people of the country. 
i es and maini ES 2 SR 


—— 
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With Congress aroun 


Ppor need not put extra 
efforts to incite passions 
and malign India so long Sonia- 
Rajiv Gandhi's Congress and 
Pak apologists in this country 
are around. They are capable 
enough to push forward the 
Pakistan agenda of giving thou- 
sand cuts to India. The only dif- 
ference is that Islamabad is 
sadistically watching and cheer- 
ing how Congress and company 
is accomplishing their mission. 
Post Article 370 revocation, 
the nation is witnessing with 
shock, disgust and disbelief how 
the Congress is humiliating and 
cornering the nation for love of 
Pakistan. Starting from the for- 
mer President Rahul Gandhi to 


motor-mouth Mani Shankar, all 


the loose Congress cannons are 
firing shots which Pakistan is 
using at the international 
forums to hammer India 
through Indians. The new 
Congress Pre 


Sonia - 


Gandhi, who is still holding and 
hiding her tears for the slain 
Batla House terrorists, is tak- 
ing vicarious pleasure in the 
‘Khangress juveniles’ nailing the 
nation, brazenly and shameless- 
ly. Shame, self-respect and 
national pride is out of bound 
for the Congress culture. 

In his belated reaction to the 
measures in Kashmir, Rahul 
Gandhi referred to some 
unheard of ‘violence’, which 
nobody had reported having 
òccurred anywhere. Could it be 
to provoke Kashmiris to indulge 
in violence and mayhem? Just a 
food for thought for the Nehru- 
Gandhi scion. : 

See the flight of imagination of 
a top leader-former Home 
Minister of India's secular polit- 
ical party P. Chidambaram, who 
said the BJP would not have 
‘snatched away’ the special sta- 
tus, had Jammu and Kashmir 


been a ‘Bindu-dominated state. 


The compatriots would be with- 
in their rights to wonder how 
such a person could. have been 
‘secular’ during his tenures as 
home and finance minister. 

As the Prime Minister was 
integrating Kashmir with rest of 
the country braving multiple 
challenges, the Congress loose 
cannon 


` Digvijay Singh 


gave a sermon 
of dealing with 
the situation 
thoughtfully, 
lest "Kashmir 
will slip out of our hands". 

As if this was not enough, the 
motor-mouth Congressman 
Mani Shankar Ayer, famous for 
seeking the help of Pakis on 
their land to help ‘India get rid 
of Narendra Modi', gave a new 


————— 


dimension to the reorganization ` 


of Jammu and Kashmir and 
abrogation of Article 370 and 
Article 35A. He is reported to 


mane 


d, no need of en 


have claimed that the Prime 
Minister and Home Minister 
have extinguished the rights of 
the Kashmiris by creating ‘a 
new Palestine on the northern 
borders’. 

What is bothering the 
Congress? For them secularism 
means appeasement of minori- 
ties and condemnation of major- 
ity community, human rights 

means 


SPECIAL REPORT iia 


sions to 
separatists and terrorists and 
maligning of Indian security 
forces; and democracy means 
promoting vote bank of minori- 
ties and castigating majority 
vie-point as fascism. . 
; There appears to be a method 
in Congress madness as far as 
national interest is concerned. 
Remember the infamous meet- 
ing between Rahul Gandhi and 
Chinese Ambassador Luo 
Zhaohui, which his party kept 
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denying but later admitted 
brazenly. 

The controversy erupted dur- 
ing Chinese incursions in 
Doklam, Ladakh and in the 
midst of Kashmiri separatists 


making an appeal to the Dragon - 


to help them seek ‘Azadi’. The 
nation has not forgotten the 
bizarre demands of the 
Congress in seeking proof of 
surgical strikes by the Indian 
Army in PoK on September 29, 
2016 and air-strikes in Balakot 
inside Pakistan on February 26 
this year. The party openly took 
the side of Pakistan, which has 
been aggressor of four wars and 
the ongoing proxy war of terror- 
ism. f 

The co-relation between 
debate over Article 370 in Rajya 
Sabha and the latest series of 
statements by the Congress 
leaders have exposed the party 
which is out and out for 
Pakistan. The Congress Leader 


ey ae 


e Tuesday © August 13, 2019 


of Opposition in Lok Sabha first 
talked about UN role in 
Kashmir and later in a desper- 
ate bid termed-the Valley as a 
concentration camp. In the 
Rajya Sabha, Leader of 
Opposition Ghulam Nabi Azad 
kept giving figures about 
Muslim population in Pir 
Panchal and the so-called 
Chenab Valley to bring home the 
point that J&K. was a Muslim 
dominated state. Later, he 
ended up by describing those as 
‘paid supporters’ who were seen 
on video footage having lunch 


_with National Security Advisor 


Ajit Doval. 

In the backdrop of the 
Congress role during and before” 
the repeal of Article 370, the 
people of India have reconciled 
with the fact that there is no 
need of enemies like Pakistan 
and separatists when. „the 
'Khangress well-wishers’ are 
around. 


emies like Pakistan 


‘ 


os 


Krishan Lal, an ex-serviceman, said that the 
West Pakistani Refugees (WPRs) had waited 
for seven decades to see the light of day without 
this contentious Article. He said that the Modi 
government has ensured justice to WPRs, 
which till date has been tagged as the most neg- 
lected community of the State as it was 
deprived of even voting rights. By revocation of 
Articles 370 and 35A, the Central Government 
has given a new life to WPRs, who will now be 
able to live with honour and dignity. He said 
that earlier there was no future for children of 


refugee community but after scrapping of ? 
Article 370, they are now empowered and feeling elated. "We Taia R full 


support to the Union Government for every initiative taken for development of 
Jammu and Kashmir," Krishan added. 


Nitu Ram, an octogenarian, settled in this 
part of the country after the partition in 
1947, appreciated Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for their bold and courageous deci- 
J sion of scrapping Articles 370 and 35A. 
Referring to the plight of West Pakistan 
refugees, who despite living in the State 
for the past more than 70 years are still 
deprived of their basic rights, he said that 
they have faced many problems due to 
non-issuance . of Permanent Resident 
Certificates. He said the successive governments have not shown any 
concern towards the hardships being faced by the refugees. 

"Abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A was need of the hour for the 
security of nation and also for the safety of the peace loving people of 
Jammu and Kashmir." he said. 


eal of Nik 37 0: is like a adres 4 
come true for West Pakistan Refugees, 

ho have been deprived of their rights 
for over seven decades and subjected to humil- 
iation and deprivation. Now they feel empow- 
ered with dawn of real independence heralding. 
The sense of dejection has been taken over by 
hope and promise of 1 new era. 


Ee ess BE ee 


Girdhari Lal said that the West Pakistani Refugees (WPRs) 
were being discriminated since independence. "Now after the 
scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A, we have gained independ- 
| ence in true sense. Due to aforesaid articles, the wards of 
| refugees had faced many problems. They were denied admis- 
sions in the higher education institutions in Jammu and 
Kashmir due to lack of State Subjects", he said. 
"I am working as a labourer and I was afraid that my chil- 
=| dren would also meet the same fate but now I am sure that 
after revocation of Article 370 they would not have to work 
as manual-labourers due to lack of State Subjects," he said. 
"We salute Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his political 
will to take such a bold and courageous decision to end the discriminatory laws of the erst- 
while state of Jammu and Kashmir," he said, adding "Now I am fearless and hope that my 
children will also be eligible to get the right of education and shape their career in their 


home-town.” 


Manisha, a student, welcomed the historical deci- 
sion of Modi Government on abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A as it was the need of the 
hour for peace and equitable development of 
Jammu and Kashmir. She said that many stu- 
dents belonging to WPR community, haye faced 
discrimination in their. schools due to non- avail- 
ability of State Subjects. She expressed gratitude 
to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah who showed the unprece- į 
dented political courage and vision to revoke the | 
aforesaid anti-refugees articles by taking bold 
and historical decisions. "It will also bring the antes of Tae and 
Kashmir at par with the women of rest of the country as it has also rendered 
the diseriminatory provision defunct, which used to deny them property rights 
in case of marriage to anyone from outside the state," she added. 


While hailing the decision regarding 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
Sunita Devi asserted that the tag of 
refugees has been finally removed. "We 
are eligible to get the benefits of various 
schemes launched by the Central 
Government for the welfare of compatri- 
ots," she said, adding that this act has 
generated equality among people of the 
nation as a whole with one flag and one 
, constitution. “It would bring normalcy, 
ies „| peace and progress", she said and 
thanked the Union Gavernment for this bold and revolutionary decision 
that has opened up gates of development and progress for the West 
Pakistani refugees in J&K. 
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Welcoming repealing of Articles 370 and 35A by the 
Union Government in J&K, Rahul Bhatia, an 
Accountant by profession thanked Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister, Amit Shah for ful- 
filling aspirations of Jammu people, who always faced 
discrimination by successive Governments in every see- 
tor. "Be it education, medicare, employment, tourism or 
basic development, Jammu faced huge discrimination 
rs since independence in every sector. The lion's share of 
— > every development scheme or project was diverted to the 
| Valley and Jammu received only a meager part, just for namesake. With abro- 
| gation of Article 370 and splitting of J&K into two Union Territories, I hope 
that the decades-old discrimination with Jammu will end and the region will 
Í also develop at par with other States of the country," he asserted. He further 
said that due to Article 370, the residents of J&K were deprived, of various 
rights available for them as citizens of India, but with removal of the controver- 
sial article, people can enjoy all rights like other citizens. Earlier, various com- 
munities in State were forced to lead a miserable life due to lack of citizenship 
rights in J&K due to Article 370, but its abrogation would transform their lives 
to a great extent, he maintained. 


Rajesh Gupta, a shopkeeper appreciated efforts of PM 
Modi and Amit Shah for their bold and courageous 
decision, which gave freedom to people of Jammu from 
Kashmir-centrie policies of Kashmiri politicians. "It is 
a historie moment for Jammu and Kashmir. Entire 
population of the State is thankful to Modi for fulfill- 
ing their long pending demand," Gupta added. Modi 
and Shah have created a history which will be remem- 
bered for times to come. Such step will provide a bright 
future to students of Jammu as well as Kashmir," h 

added. Gupta asserted that the Central Government 
should initiate necessary steps for preservation of Dogra culture, so that coming 
generations can remain in touch with years-old culture and traditions. 


Abrogation of Article 370 brings hope, 


a 


inally, Jammu and Kashmir has overtak- 

en the nightmarish era of subjugation and 
! deprivation of a particular segment of 
` population, especially in Jammu and Ladakh. 
_ The landmark decision of the BJP led NDA gov- 
ernment has paved way for satiating political, 
- developmental and psychological aspirations of 
the people, who suffered abject and neglect dur- 
_ ing over seven decades. 


ee eae 
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and Kashmir soon after normalcy is restored in J&K. 
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promise for Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh 


ee ee 3 


Ajay Vaid, BJP leader said that people of Jammu and 
| Kashmir are celebrating abrogation of Article 370 
| and 35A. He said that entire country has witnessed 
| huge development since independence but people in 
| J&K were deprived of the same due to the controver- 
| sial article. He said that the people of Jammu and 
= Kashmir were deprived of their due-share in various 
| spheres while Kashmiri politicians looted the wealth 
| unabatedly. “Now after repealing of Article 370, the 
people of Jammu are hopeful of a new-era, as huge 
development will take place in J&K”, said Vaid, 

eens adding that unemployed youth of Jammu will also get 
employment avenues after re-organisation of the erstwhile state. He urged the Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi to take adequate measures to resolye unemployment in 
Jammu and Kashmir. He further hoped that statehood would be restored to Jammu 
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Gaurav Dubey, a youth leader said that scrapping 
of Article 370 wasa big slap on Kashmiri politi- 
cians, who had misguided Kashmiris for their 
personal motives. “Now funds coming from the 
Centre would be equally distributed between 
Jammu and Kashmir regions. Now people of 
Ladakh would also get their due share, which 
they deserve”, said Dubey, urging people of 
Jammu and Kashmir to support BJP led 
Government at the Centre. He further mentioned 

that all married women of Jammu and Kashmir 


per now onwards, he hoped. 


Parmodh Ghai said that the dynasty rule in Jammu 
and Kashmir and its special status in the constitu- 
tion remained a big hurdle in development of the 
State, particularly Displaced Persons of 1947 from 
Pakistan occupied Kashmir suffered hugely for the 
past 72 years. “The successive governments did not 3 
project their sufferings to the Central Government y = 

for relief and compensation and three generations | f 
struggled for the same. The compensation in all 
cases had to be released by the Centre on basis of 
projection and recommendation of State A 3 
Government, whieh it failed. It was Modi Government which unilaterally sanc- 
tioned Rs 2,000 crore as a token of relief to these DPs in 2016, and asked the 
State to provide complete details for further necessary action. In case of 
Refugees from West ‘Pakistan, the dynasty Governments flatly refused their 
claims, but with abrogation of these controversial articles, the West Pakistan 
Refugees and DPs of 1947 are now hoping for redressal of their grievances by 
the Union Government," he said. 


aame areia a ia ote 


® Thursday @ August 1 


sas STATETIMES § 


Kashmir Mainstream: Between the devil 
and the deep sea 


th August 2019-ten days ahead of 

15th August when India won-free- 
dom 72 years ago- emerges as yet 
another landmark day for Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh, the erstwhile 
state of Maharaja Hari Singh, which is 
traversing into the history as two Union 
_ Territories in the Domain of India it 

acceded to in 1947. 

This Independence Day is quite differ- 
ent in this part of the country on sever- 
al counts. Everything is changed. While 
many in Jammu and Ladakh and some 
in Kashmir are rejoicing over the course 
correction of history and total integra- 
tion with India, a section of the popula- 
tion is in a state of trauma-- the most 
predominant among the Jatter being the 
Valley based mainstream, a term never 
defined but ever endeared by visionless 
politicians in New Delhi for decades. 
Obviously so, because of the vote bank 
politics which promoted and sustained 

‘ political entities comprising National 


Conference, Peoples Democratic Party, 
Peoples Conference and the other lesser 
grown outfits. ane 

The abrogation of Article 370 and 
reorganization of the erstwhile-state has 
exploded many ‘myths and put the 
Kashmir polities in disarray. The so- 
called mainstream, which practiced, 
dominated and enjoyed 
power polities by overtly 


SPECIAL REPORT 


pretending to be nation- 
alists but kept subserib- 
ing to separatist ideology covertly, is in 
quandary. They have become victims of 
their own misdoings and misdeeds 
because they molded themselves to the 
culture of running with hare and hunt- 
ing with hounds. They never tried to 
learn lessons from history. 

Till the onset of terrorism, Kashmir 
politics has revolved round Sheikh 


ae 


Abdullah, the towering political entity of 
the sub-continent. A politician of sub- 
stance and,high acumen, he understood 
the nuances of politics that is what led 
to Indira-Sheikh Accord of 1975. A pèr- 


son perceived to have negotiated the , 


accord on his terms and conditions 


accepted to be a chief minister despite ‘ 


having remained prime minister till his 
ouster and arrest in 19538. It is not that 
Sheikh could not have pressed his condi- 
tions but he was wise enough to appreci- 
ate the realities. He had summed up the 
situation aptly by observing that 'nee- 
dles of clock cannot be reversed’. 
Sheikh Abdullah's climb down from his 


stated stand should have been. lesson for ı 


political class of Kashmir. The man in 


the hearts of his people had rechristened ; 


Muslim Conference into National 


Conference because circumstances - 
demanded this at that point of the time. , 


National Conference was converted into 
Plebiscite E CONTD ON PAGE 9 
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| Abrogation of Article 370 a befitting tribute to those who stood for national integration 
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Sat Sharma, former minister and ~ 
senior BJP leader, said that whole | 
country in general and people of | 
Jammu and Kashmir in particular 
are celebrating the scrapping of || 
Articles 370 and 35A. He said that © 
the people of country irrespective of i 
caste, colour and creed have appre- 
ciated the move of Prime Minister | 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister 
3 Amit Shah. He said, "Scrapping of 
; Aw Article 370 was the long pending 
| demand of the people of Jammu and Kashmir but no govern- 
| ment in the past had shown the courage to remove it.” He assert- 
ed that with the removal of Article 370, BJP has fulfilled its 
commitment with the people of country. He hoped that the 
removal of this contentious Article will prove beneficial to youth 
of Jammu. : 


|| Corporator Rajinder Sharma wel- me TH 
comed the scrapping of Articles 370 [iam . 

and 35A and said that these moves will 
open new vistas of opportunities in the f 
employment sector besides paving way 
for multinational companies in the 
newly carved out UTs and giving 
employment to the youth especially 
those living in Jammu. "Like other aaayes 
arts of the country, Jammu and SRAN 
Kashmir has now got an opportunity p> 
o move towards development and i ia. 
| prosperity", he said while asserting that repeal of Article 370 was a = 
| long pending demand of nationalist people of J&K. He said the issue 5 
vas always used by Kashmir based political parties just for vote f 
bank politics, without caring for the aspirations of people. “Phe abro- © 
| gation of Article 370 will definitely bring a huge change in Jammu | 
and Kashmir as far as development is concerned”, he added 


he repealing of Article 370 along with Art-35A has fulfilled the 
most cherished desire of people of J&K in general and Jammu 
region in particular. Time and again, the issue was used for polit- 
ical motives by the parties but none dared to resolve it, leaving people to 
suffer. Political stewards like Syama Prasad Mukherjee and many others 
devoted their entire lives for the cause and even gave the supreme sacri- 
fices. At last, the controversial Article was abrogated paving way for com- 
plete integration of the State of J&K with the Union of India. 
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Veenu Khanna, BJP |; Sanjeev Sharma, a resi- 
J&K Secretary | dent of Jammu, hailed the j 
appreciated the | NDA Government for 
Prime Minister | removing the Article 370. 
Narendra Modi and | He welcomed the coura- 
Home Minister Amit $ geous step taken by the 
j Shah for repealing § Prime Minister Narendra 
Mf] Articles 370 and 35A. | Modi and Home Minister 
She said that Syama | Amit Shah which was very 
Prasad © Mukherjee, | essential in the interest of 


Ved Raj Bali, a PoJK refugee, wel- [~ 
comed the abolishment of Article 370 
by the BJP led Government at the 
Centre. He said that the whole 
refugee community, which was so far |- 


Jasmer Singh, a social activist 
said that move to abrogate Article 
370 with its baby 35A, granting 
| special status to the State of /: à a y 


ss 
4 


j | i 
i ©) Jammu and Kashmir, needed an i atii g” í 5 E i 
| | extra ordinary courage for any | pal a Balraj Deans mai i Jammu and Kashmir, as E denied the Jammu and Kashmir's 
| | Prime Minister. He said, "The {f Prem Nath Dogra had sacrificed their lives for abro- © well as the entire country. | cdi MONES W citizenship, lauded Prime Minister 
i | impact of this Article had gone | gation of Article 370 to integrate J&K fully with | "Everyone should come to fore aud welcome and sup- | Narendra Modi for the historic deci- | 
: | deep into the blood of generations India. She said repeal of Article 370 will be real trib- -il port this move, which has been taken for the welfare of ™ sion of revoking Provisions of hert | 
} fon these seven decades and © ute to these great leaders, who stood for total inte- , J&K people. The Article 370 was responsible forunder |; Article 370. He said that the refugee $ i 
the ER was proving detrimental © gration of J&K with India and sacrificed their lives. i development of the State, including unemployment, community was thankful to the ! f 
for the Prime Minister Narend: di strongly sup- l "The people of J&K assure full support to the {| corruption and mis-governance. Moreover, due to this {i Erime Minister for this bold and his- _\3 i 
f eal H nae Bie ate Cod anp re Mo in this direc- |, Central Government headed by Narendra Modi and + controversial Article, people of the J: ammu and toric decision, which freed the community from the chains of sla 
bg Ported ny BOM Amit Shab, took a yeomens'step think tanks, | Home Minister Amit Shah for taking the historic |) Kashmir have suffered a lot, as it led to discrimination {f ery All rights including the vote to elect our representatives in 
í pag ake satia goleira nana with the legal A e ; decision. They also expressed gratitude towards (; with them. Some politicians, termed this provision as @ Assembly were denied to us, our ; 
| : clinched the SUSE eien = Bnlenpet al pees a | entire NDA Government for fulfilling the dream of | bridge between J&K and India, but in reality, it | said and lauded the BJP for endi z "injustice with thi 
i plans which were being chalked out within the country an Jana Sangh Founder, Syama Prasad Mukherjeeand f increased distance between peopleof the State andthe | He also appealed to the Prime Minister to solve their 
ioe ing the nation. The dream of complete inte- $ Bajraj Madhok," she added. country", he maintained. © at the x 5 ! i 


as become a reality, he added. URETRA RR 
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Article 370 will open window of opportunities for J&K youth 


Sandeep Singh, social activist Sunita Gupta, working woman, f 
expressed gratitude to the Government welcomed scrapping of Articles 
of India for ending more than 72 years 370 and 35A by the BJP 
rule of Kashmiri-centric politicians in Government. She said that with 
Jammu region by repealing Articles repealing of these Articles, J&K 
370 and 35A. He said that Prime youth will not leave their home- 
Minister has fulfilled the commitment towns in search of livelihood. 
made with people of the country in gen- She added that PM Modi has 
=| eral and J&K in particular. fulfilled the dream of Jammu 
He emphasized that PM Modi has people by repealing this contro- 
showed his 56-inch chest to the anti- versial Article. Expressing grati- 


national elements and enemies of the tude tof Prime Minister and g RET ATR = 
Home Minister, she asserted that all residents of Jammu and 


Kashmir, irrespective of caste, creed and religion are with the 
Prime Minister. "It is a historic moment for Jammu and 
Kashmir, Entire population of the State is thankful to Modi for 
fulfilling their long pending demand," she added. 


9) Inderjit Khajuria, Chairman All Jammu 
{| Hotels Lodges Association, said that India 

y 1) | got freedom in 1947 but J&K has actually got 
freedom on August 5, 2019 from Kashmir- 
centric politicians. He said that future of 
Jammu people is bright after abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A. Now the people of 
Jammu are hoping that many multi-national 
companies will establish their units in Jammu 
and Kashmir because the owners of MNCs 
will get ownership rights. Moreover, people of 
= = J&K will now get benefits of all central gov- 
ernment policies at par with other parts of the country, said Khajuria, 
adding that now well-educated youth of Jammu and Kashmir will get 
employment here only. Now, they need not to go to the other States for 
earning their livelihood due to lack of employment avenues, he asserted. 
With lifting of these provisions, Jammu will soon become an independent 
tourist destination, he hoped. 


country. — 
He urged the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and Home Minister, 


Amit Shah to make provisions that employment in Jammu and 
Kashmir is made available only to youth of J&K as is in vogue in 
Himachal Pradesh and several other states. 


Brij Mehra, senior citizen fæ 
termed repealing of Articles } 
370 and 35A a good step for 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. 
He said this will pave way for 
benefits to various sections of 
society including Gorkha, 
Valimiki community and 
refugees living in Jammu and 
Kashmir, Modi Government 
has added one more feather in 
his cap by revoking aforesaid 
Articles and created a_history, 
which will be remembered for a long time, he added. 

Mehra asserted that due to Article 370, entire population of 
Jammu and Kashmir was deprived of basic rights. 

Mehra hailed Prime Minister Narendra Modi for providing full 
rights to the people of J and K at par with other citizens of 


India. 


] Nischint Sawhney, trader, lauded Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for doing a remark- 
{j able job by abrogating Articles 370 and 
j] 35A. He said due to rampant corruption 
in J&K, people have suffered a lot since 
9 Independence. 

People have to face ordeal and undue 
harassment due to criminal apathy of 
government officials to get Permanent 
Resident Certificates, which was a domi- 
cile proof of residents. 

7 ; "Earlier in Jammu and Kashmir, there 
was no future of youth,” he said; adding that for the past 70 years 
people were living like slaves due to dynasty rule of Abdullahs anil 
Muftis. Bosh To 
Only due to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah, people-of Jammu.and Kashmir would now get equal 
opportunities, he maintained. 4 


1 Jemini Sharma, businessman said that peo- 
| ple of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh wel- 
-—} comed removal of Articles 370 and 35A. He 
{ termed these Articles as a political gimmick 
S| of Kashmiri politicians, who used them only 
‘a for personal motives. He said that removal of 
Articles 370 and 35A would stop black-mail- 
ing by Kashmiri politicians. He said common 
people of both the regions viz Jammu and 
Kashmir are always with the Tricolour and 
never raised Pakistani and ISIS flags. Due to 
infrastructure development, health 


these controversial articles, business, ; 
and tourism has suffered a lot in J&K, he added. Sharma farther saui 


Jammu and Ladakh always remained on back-foot in tourism sector. The 
women.also suffered a lot due to these Articles, he maintained. eee 
gratitude to the Prime Minister and Home Minister i TE 
Articles of the Constitution, he hoped that the op cornE 

Sunnnit 2019 will open doors of new vistas for the people. 
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Deepak Gupta, a University scholar, 
hailed abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A 
from Jammu and Kashmir, observing that 
the youth of Jammu region suffered a lot 
due to these provisions while only two 
| prominent families of Abdullahs and 
Muftis were the major beneficiaries. He 
i) said that repealing of these articles was 
J the need of hour, as people of Jammu 
region were main victim of Kashmiri 
politicians. He said that people of Jammu 

x 4 will be the major beneficiaries in the long 
run. He further said that BJP- led Government at the Centre is working 
for welfare of J&K people, especially the youth, who are committed to 
play their role in nation building. 


| 


Abhishek said that due to Article 370, the 
residents of J&K were deprived of various 
rights available for them as the citizens of 
India. With removal of these controversial 
articles, people will now enjoy all rights 
available to the compatriots across the 
country: He said that women were most 
affected due to Article 35A. He men- 
tioned that the Central Government did a 
‘good job by removing these articles, due 
to which all central laws under the Indian 
Penal Code will be directly implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir, He said that Kashmiri politicians looted the 
wealth of J&K as there was no accountability on utilisation of funds 
received from the Centre. He said that now after J&K becoming Union | 
Territory, the funds would be utilised adequately and a new era of devel- 
opment would be witnessed across Jammu and Kashmir. 


he nish decision with eead to revoca- 


tion of Article 370 and re-organisation of. 


Jammu and Kashmir into Union 
Territories of J&K and Ladakh is set to be game- 
changer for the people, especially the youth, who 
are grappling with unemployment due to absence 
of heavy industries and big business houses. The 
people feel a sense of change in the overall atmos- 

_ phere with the hope of opportunities knocking — 
ciy doors; 


Muskan Kalsotra, student of Government Women College 
Gandhi Nagar Jammu said, "The decision regarding abroga- 
tion of Articles 370 and 35A will be an advantage and game 
oT for people of J&K in general and youth in particu- 
+" She asserted that earlier, most of the youth had to move 
an metro-cities or other big cities for getting career-ori- 
ented opportunities. Now after scrapping of the Article 370, 
youth would reap benefits* of various schemes of centr ally 
sponsored schemes besides receiving employment opportuni- 


ties of Central Government in J&K at par with rest of the 
country, she said. "It is a historic moment for Jammu and 
Kashmir. Entire population of J&K is thankful to Modi for 
fulfilling their long pending demand and removing the discrimination being faced by people 
of Jammu region for last seven decades," she added. 
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Revocation of Art 370 game- -changer for J&K youth 


Abhinay, a student of a professional college, 
hailed the bold and courageous decision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah to abrogate Article 370, 
which ended the "Iwo flags and constitutions’ |07 
theory within one nation. He said that the deci- |» 
sion would prove to be a boon for youth of | 
Jammu and Kashmir. Not only the people of | 
the reorganized state but the families of seé¢uri- 

ty „personnel across the conntry are feeling co 


government, he added: 

He further mentioned that the Prime Minister E bee ll 

is seriously concerned about people of J&K. The u upcoming > J&K eA 
Summit will bring jobs and new opportunities for youth. J&K, now a Union 
Territory, definitely has a bright miie and will prosper now onwards, he 
hoped. 


Sunil Kumar a resident of Jammu said that 

development had come to a grinding halt in 

Jammu and Kashmir due to Article 370. 

He mentioned that people of Jammu and 

Kashmir have full faith in policies of Modi 

Government, which did a remarkable job by 

repealing Articles 370 and 35A, thereby giving 

freedom to the people from slavery of Kashmiri 

politicians. He termed revoking of these articles 

as a good sign for students of J&K and hoped 

that now, various multinational-companies 

would set-up their units in Jammu and 

Kashmir, thus tackling unemployment. He said the wae suffered a lot due to 
these articles, which were brazenly misused by the Me Sia of Valley for their 
personal motives. 


® Tuesday © August 20, 2019 
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‘No major incident in Kashmir, life returning to normal: Govt 
» Middle level schools to reopen on n on Wednesday 


m STATE TIMES NEWS 

SRINAGAR: There has been 
no major incident of law and 
order violation in’ Kashmir 


Valley and. life is. slowly 


returning to normal, top 
Jammu and Kashmir admin- 
istration officials said on 
Monday. 

Syed Sehrish Asgar, 
Director of Information and 
Public Relations of Jammu 
and Kashmir, told reporters 
here that in the Jammu 
region, no law and order vio- 


lation has been reported. 
Schools reopened in 
' Kashmir and teachers 


ieee 


reporter to work as restric- 


Most of educational insti institutions 
aR in Jammu’s border districts 


Most of educational attaim, in five sensitive 


tions were eased further, but 
not many students turned 
up. 

She said that after the re-: 


__opening of primary schools, 


districts of Jammu reopı 
Mouse with "full attendance” as authorities lifted curbs-trr—it_has decided to re-open’ all 


large parts of the region, officials said. 

Jammu and Kashmir was placed under an unprecedented 
security cover and curfew-like restrictions on August 4, a day 
before the Centre revoked the state's special status under 
Article 370 and bifurcated it into two Union Territories -- 
Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. 

Educational institutions reopened in the border districts of 
Rajouri and Poonch and Chenab Valley districts of Ramban, 
Doda and parts of Kishtwar, the officials said. 

The overall security EEO remained peaceful throughout 
the region and educational institutions saw "full attendance", 
they said. Barlier on August 10, the educational institutions 
in five other districts of the naon m CONTD ON PAGE 9 
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middle level schools across 
Kashmir valley from: 
Wednesday. 

"Some rumours were 
spread yesterday by certain 
elements. The government 
urges people not to believe in 
any kind of rumour-monger- 
ing by vested interests,’ she 
said. : 

"There has been no major ` 
Jaw and order situation ; 


m CONTD ON PAGE 9: 
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always faced discrimination by 


Nawang Sonam said that the long pending demand of the Ladakh 
people has been fulfilled with the scrapping of Articles 370 and 
35A. He said it's like a dream come true for Ladakhi people. He 
said that the Ladakhi people will be benefitted by this move of the 
Narendra Modi led NDA Government. He said earlier the funds 
allocated for Ladakh were misused by the successive State govern- 
ments but after creation of Ladakh Union Territory, there will be 
100 per cent utilisation of central funds for ensuring development 
of the region, He said that Ladakh being the favourite tourists’ 
destination will see enormous development in the coming time. He 
expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for fulfilling aspirations of Ladakhis, who 
successive State governments. 


Zigmit Padma welcomed the scrapping of Articles 370 and 
35A and congratulated the people of Ladakh for getting the 
Union Territory status. She said that 80 per cent of Ladakhi 

1 youth including girls are studying outside the Ladakh due to 
lack of education and job opportunities in the region thus fac- 
ing severe hardships. She hoped that after acquiring the Union 
Territory status, the youth of Ladakh will not have to move out 
as new ‘universities and colleges will be established here and 
joblessness shall be tackled effectively. "Now funds coming 
from the Centre would be equally Debie between Jammu 
and Kashmir regions. Now people*of 
their due share, which they deserve,” Padma added. 


Ladakh would also get 


Thargyal appreciated the 


move of removing the 
Articles 370 and 35A and 

J expressed gratitude to the 
Prime Minister Narendra 

| Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah for granting 
| Union Territory to Ladakh. 
He said PM Modi has 

J invoked a new hope among 
4 the people of Ladakh by 


h 24083 abrogating these controver- 


` sial Articles from the Constitution. He said that present 


BJP government has in right perspective understood the 
feelings of the people of Ladakh which the earlier dispensa- 
tions never bothered to consider. He also said that the suc- 
cessive governments never projected the sufferings of ‘the 
people of this mountainous region before the Central 
Government thus forcing people to reel under deprivation 
and dearth of facilities. He hoped that Ladakhi people will 
now witness unprecedented growth and the region will get 
economic as well as educational boost. "Modi and Shah have 
created a history which will be remembered for times to 


come. Such step will provide a bright future to students of 
Ladakh," he added. 
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Stanzin Lachok, Vice President All Ladakh Students 
Association, Jammu, said that Ladakhis were not happy 
with the policies of Kashmir-centric governments and never 
wanted to stay with Kashmir. He stated that 73 years ago Į 
All Ladakh Buddhist Association had launched an agitation [ey 
demanding Union Territory status for Ladakh. He said that 
entire Ladakh is happy with the decision of the BJP govern- 
ment on granting UT status. Expressing contentment, he 
said that removal of the contentious Articles 370 and 35A 
will pave way for the people of this region to enjoy all the 
rights which they were denied earlier. 


Gurmet, Joint Secretary Ladakh Students Association, 
hailed the decision of BJP led government at the Centre 
for abrogating the Articles 370 and 35A from the J&K. $ 
He said that the demand of UT was pending for the last hee 
70 years which has been fulfilled only after the bold and 
courageous decision of Prime Minister Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah. He said that dearth of educational 
institutions in Ladakh forced local youth to migrate to 
the other parts of the country for pursuing studies there- 
by making edueation a costly affair. "After getting Union 
Territory status, the Ladakhis will save their hard- 
earned money and surely the government will come up 
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with more policies and welfare schemes to facilitate ‘people of Ladakh", he main- 


tained. 


$ 


Wednesday o august 21,2019 STA TE Ti MES i 


cogmpr neces acsm pecsakscoatseentese. 


Gurmeet Singh, while welcoming the removal of [fi 
Articles 370 and 354, said that the Modi govern- 
ment has fulfilled the commitment made with peo- 
ple of the country in general and Jammu and 
Kashmir in particular. He said that due to these 
Articles, the State has not witnessed much develop- | 
ment and people were forced to run from post to 
pillar for employment, medical and educational 
facilities and other purposes but now after repeal- 
ing of Article 370, the people of Jammu are hope- 
ful that move will usher a new era here. He further 
hoped that all modern facilities will be provided to residents of Jammu and 
Kashmir without any bias. Now, the newly formed Jammu Kashmir Union 
Territory will be brought under One Flag and One Constitution and there will be 
no place for anti-national elements, he added. He also appealed to the Prime 
Minister for implementation of Mandal Commission report and also to provide 
27 per cent reservation to the OBCs residing in Jammu and Kashmir. i 


Rajneeh, a senior citizen said Modi government 
did a tremendous job by scrapping the Articles 
370 and 35A. He said earlier children of J&K 
were deprived of various schemes and policies of 
Central Government. He said that after serap- 
ping of this controversial article the new era of 
development will be seen in Jammu. He said that 
| the Jammu region would get its due share as ear- 
lier the same was diverted to other regions by the 
successive governments. He appealed to the BJP 
Government to probe bungling and misappropri- 
£ ations committed by Kashmiri politicians through 
scams and punish them under law. He also hoped that removal of Article 370 will 
bring investment and development in Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. He felt 
that abrogation of aforesaid Article is rising of 'New Jammu and Kashmir’, where 
everyone can enjoy his rights without any fear or discrimination. 


Chandan Dutta, social activist welcomed the abroga- 
| tion of Articles 370 and 35A. He appreciated the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah for this move and hoped that this land-: 
mark decision will break the backbone of terrorists 
| and shall lead to peace and prosperity in the region. 
He asserted that earlier, the future of J&K's youth 
was bleak but after this historic move of Modi-led BJP 
Government at the Centre a new hope has kindled 
s among the youngsters that they shall now have bright 
E A prospects in the J&K and Ladakh as well. He also 
: = AD lambasted the successive governments for depriving 
the West Pakistani Refugees of their voting and other rights. He also welcomed the 
upcoming J&K Investors’ Summit which is seen as a major step in giving a boost to 
economy of the region besides providing ample opportunities to youth facing jobless- 
ness for the past over 70 years. 


Amarjit Singh, a resident of Jammu appreciated 
the step taken by Narendra Modi led 
Government at the Centre and hoped that the 
decision would prove to be a boon for the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir. He termed that the 
Article 370 was responsible for numerous ills in 
the State, including unemployment, corruption, 
mis-govérnance and many others. Moreover, due 
to Article 35A, people of the State in general and 
women in particular suffered a lot, as it led to 
discrimination with them, he said adding that 


Modi Government has taken a wise decision, 
which was the need of hour. "PM Narendra Modi and Amit Shah have created 


history. The historie decision is in the’interest of nation. Understanding pain 
of people of Jammu, Modi fulfilled his promise. We are very much thankful to 


him for the historic decision,” Singh added. 


Darshan Kumar Sharma said that the people of 
Jammu region have been suffering due to the 
Kashmir-centric policies of successive govern- 
ments for the last seven decades. He said 
“| nobody showed his concern towards the Jammu 
region. He held the Kashmiri politicians as well 
as the separatists responsible for the present 
situation. He asked the Modi government to 
hold probe against the Kashmiri leaders for 
looting the wealth as well as the funds allotted 
for the development of J&K. "These leaders 
always worked for their own benefits besides 


enjoying power corridors, without thinking for welfare of common Baus 
Scrapping ôf Article 370 was long due but no successive Government cane 

the courage to remove it,” he said, appreciating the Prime Minister a 4 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for this bold initiative. He also said tha 


now the daughters of J&K will get their due share. 


Isheya Kumar Anand, a resident of Rehari said 
that the former governments failed to revoke this 
anti-Jammu Article. He hailed the courageous 
and bold step of Prime Minister regarding the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A. He said that 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir for the last 
more than seventy years were suffering a lot due 
to this controversial Articles and their grievances 
remained unaddressed, but now after becoming a 
UT, the people are hopeful that all necessary 
steps would be taken to mitigate their sufferings | 
besides preserving Dogra Culture and heritage. [E $ = 
He asked people of Jammu and Kashmir to strengthen the hands of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi by extending support to the BJP at grass roots level. 
He said that the initiative taken by the Prime Minister for repealing these 
articles will be remembered for a long time. a 
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Sayeed Asid Malik, social activist 
expressed gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
bestowing people with the gift of 
i scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A 
} on Eid, Raksha Bandhan and 
Independence Day. He said that 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
{ are happy with this decision. He 
said that the PM Modi gave free- 
dom to the people of J&K from the 
Kashmir-centrie politicians. He 
said that the politicians of Kashmir Valley have misused these 
Articles by depriving the people of J&K from enjoying the fruits 
of development. 


|] Nazia Malik, a working woman 
| welcomed the decision of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah with 
regard to Article 370 and hoped 
that the historic step will prove 
| bountiful for the people of 
a Jammu and Kashmir. She said, 
"Now women of J&K who marry 
with a non State subject can also 
get jobs in J&K. Abrogation of 
4) Articles 370 and 35A is a win- 


win situation for all residents of the State", she said candidly | 


adding that repeal of these Articles has kindled hope among 
parents of technical savvy youth of the State, as the move 1S 
Seen as stepping stone for bringing multinational companies to 
local soil thus raising the probability of bringing back their 


ven as elements inimical to peace and tran- 
quility in Jammu and Kashmir are making 
repeal of Articles 370 and 35A religion spe- 


cific in a bid to destabilise the erstwhile State, the 
opinion leaders of all hues and shades see ray of hope 
in the measure to alleviate poverty and ensure devel- 
opment. They feel that the initiatives will end depri- 
vation and disempowerment of all segments of the 
society and usher the two Union Territories to a new 


ee 


in 


growth 


era of progre 


T: 


ss and development. 


Mohammad Abbas Khan, a businessman’said that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has taken a commendable step by scrapping Articles 370 and 35A. He 
said that the politicians of J&K had looted the wealth of J&K for their per- 


sonal motives. He said that the separatists and Kashmiri politicians have ` 


befooled the innocent people of J&K by asking them to persuade their chil- 


“| dren to become part of uprising while at the same time their own children 

S were enjoying all the facilities of modern day world amid coziness of peaceful 
=| nations far away from the turmoil-ridden Kashmir Valley. 

i "I wholeheartedly welcome the decision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

The scrapping of aforesaid Articles will provide new avenues of employment 


to jobless and will help the region to reach at the pinnacle of peace and pros- 
perity,' he said adding that Jammu and Kashmir will soon witness rapid 


s starting with launch of metro, which is already on cards. 
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Parvez Malik, a businessman said that 
the people of Jammu were kept away 
from getting benefits of policies and 
schemes of Central Government by 
means of Articles 370 and 35A cleverly | 
carved by the Kashmiri politicians. He | 


Articles has brought a ray of hope among 

the people of J&K. He termed the repeal- i 

ing of these Articles was the need of hour. É 

He said that the India is One’ from J&K P 

to Kanyakumari. He said that earlier the , Paced | 
women of J&K were deprived of their rights after getting married to 
someone who doesn't belonged to the State but after scrapping of these 
contentious Articles the women of J&K will get their due share. 


Ali Shah, a student appreciated the move j 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah on scrapping k 
Articles 370 and 35A. He asserted that 


. the scrapping of these Articles will open 


new vistas of opportunities for the people 

of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. He 

said that the youth of Jammu region had 

suffered a lot due to this impediment 

imposed on them by certain Kashmir-ori- 

ented politicians just to satiate their vest- 

ed interests. He said that people of E : : 
Jammu will be the major beneficiaries in the long run. He said that 
Modi government is working for welfare of J&K people, especially the 
youth, who are committed to play their role in nation building. He fur- 
ther mentioned that the Prime Minister is seriously concerned about 
people of J&K. He said that this decision would prove to be a boon for 
youth of Jammu and Kashmir. 
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India, US committed to eradicate Islamic terrorism: Trump 
We gave farewell to Article 370: Modi 


m AGENCY 

NEW DELHI: Sharing the 
stage with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Texas, US 
President Donald Trump 
said he was committed to 
fighting radical Islamic ter- 
rorism as he understands 
that border security is a vital 
issue for India. 

The statement was met by 
a standing ovation by the 
50,000 Indian-Americans at 
the NRG Stadium in 
Houston, indicating that the 
issue of terror emanating 
from Pakistan remains a key 


| concern for the Indian dias- 


pi a ae ret 


pora abroad as well. 

"We are committed to pro- 
tecting innocent civilians 
from the threat of radical 
Islamic terrorism," Trump 
said during his 30-minute 
address, adding that border 
security is vital to both India 
and the US. 


His statement, which 


assumes significance ahead, 


of the UN General Assembly 
session, was also quoted by 
finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman in a tweet. 

"We are looking forward to 
concluding several new 
defence deals," Trump fur- 
ther said. 


ee 
E * 


Trump, who hopes to woo 
the affluent Indian-American 
eommunity by attending the 
"Howdy, Modi’ event ahead of 
next year's presidential elec- 
tions, papered over the trade 


disputes between the two 


MÖDI-TRUMP TRIU. 


Prime Minister Nare. 


á 


MPH: US President Donald Trump sharing the dais with 
ndra Modi at.the Howdy, Modi event at Houstan. _ 


countries underscoring the 
growing relations. ; 
"India has never invested in 
the US like it is doing today 
and it is reciprocal, we are 
doing the same in India. PM 
Modi, I look forward to work: 
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ing with you to make our 
nations more prosperous 
than ever before... You have 
never had a better friend in 
the White House than 
President Donald Trump," he 


The US President recipro- 
cated the effusive praise 
given by Modi, as he said that 
the PM was doing an excep- 
tional job in India. 

"600 million Indians voted 
overwhelmingly for prime 
minister and his party. I join 
everyone here wishing you 
happy birthday. India has 
lifted nearly 300 million peo- 
ple out of poverty," he said. 

Praising the Indian diaspo-' 
ra, Trump said he was proud 
to have them as Americans. 
"Indian Americans are pio- 
neering medicine...founding 
new businesses, providing 
jobs to thousands. Our peo- 


ple are progressing like never - 


before," he said. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during his address at 
the mega Howdy Modi 
event on Sunday said the 
BJP government in India 
gave farewell to Article 
370, which had deprived 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir of development.’ 
"Article 370 had deprived 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh of 
development. Terror and 
Separatist elements were 
misusing the situation. 


nen EOE there have: gore? 


bIf you ask ‘Howdy, Modi’, PII Say- 
Everything Great in India: Modi 


p'Trump says Border security vital to 
both America and India 


b Modi targets Pakistan for support to terrorism 


» Where were 9/11, 26/11 plotters found?: 
Modi slams Pakistan 
b India determined for $5 trillion economy: 


Modi 


Trump 


equal rights," he said. 
Hitting out at Pakistan, 
Modi said some people had 
problems with the abroga- 
tion of Article 370. “These 
are the same people who 
could not govern their own 
country properly. These are 
the same people who shield 
terrorism and nurture it. 


The whole world | knows ss 


) Article 370 prevented J&K, Ladakh people 
from development: Modi 


b Modi asks for standing ovation for President 


b May God bless you all: Modi ends speech 


them very well,” Modi said. 
Earlier he introduced US 
President Donald Trump to 
the Indian-Americans as a 
very "special person” who has 
left a deep and lasting impact 
everywhere. Addressing over 
50,000 Indian-Americans at 
the NRG Stadium, Modi said 
it was honour and privil 
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With Art 370 gone, KPs hopeful about return to Kashmir 


a ee a z R. A Raina, Chairman Udhaywala Welfare & 
rocation of Article . 370 Kas Committee said, "I wholeheartedly welcome the 


decision of Home, Minister Amit Shah and Prime f= 
enthused and elated the displaced |) Minister Narendra Modi. I believe the Warner 
o g e Articles 370 and 35A will pave way for ban 
shmiri Pandits the most, who see avenues of employment to jobless a n an b 
{ e region to excel in terms of peace and devel t. 
a ray of hope as far as re to their The youth of Jammu and Kashmir had eteeeal a 
o G lot due to this impediment imposed by certai 
ane E E m the Valley Is con- Kashmir-oriented politicians just to fae ee i 
é 1 own vested interest.. Kashmiri politicians never 
cerne ey See t e measure as boldest m worked for the development and exploited the 
i the past seven decades which has fully inte- youth. With the abrogation of Article 370, new 
grated Jammu and Kashmir with the 
Union of India. This will lead to emotional 
integration as well, they observe while 
exuding confidence that end to uncertainty 
will lead to development and prosperity of 


opportunities will be there and we are hopeful that Prime Minister will E for the 
development and welfare of the people of Jammu and Kashmir." 

the people, irrespective of region, religion 

or caste. 


B.L - Raina, General Secretary 
Udhaywala Welfare Committee said, "I 
was overwhelmed after hearing the 
announcement made by Home Minister 
Amit Shah in Rajya Sabha. For the 
first time, I felt being a part of India. 
This decision is going to change our 
‘4 fate. Now we the people will be decision- 
4 makers, not Kashmir-centrie political 
d] set-up that discriminated against us on 
all fronts for the past seven decades. 
| Now we are waiting for a policy for our 
$j return and rehabilitation in the Valley." 


| Makhan Lal, Mandal Pardhan said, 
| "This is a commendable step taken by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah. The politi- 
jans of Kashmir have only looted the 
vealth of J&K just to satiate their 
vested interest. The separatists and 
Kashmiri politicians have befooled the 
innocent people of J&K and had never 
= thought of development and progress. 
Moreover, the daughters of J&K will 
| also get their due share after the abro- . 
gation of Article 35A." 


Vishay Nath Raina, a Kashmiri Pandit observed, 
"Article 370 was responsible for numerous ills in 
the State, including unemployment, corruption 
and mis-governance. Moreover, due to Article 35A, 
people of the State in general and women in par- | 
ticular suffered a lot, as it led to discrimination 
with them. No development was done in Kashmir. 
Youth were unemployed and indulged in anti- 
national activities due to the ruthless attitude of 
self-centered politicians but now we hope a new 
phase of development will begin." 
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Sudagar Mal, a West Pakistani 
refugee, hailed the bold and courageous 
step taken by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah 
for giving citizenship to the West 
Pakistani refugees by scrapping the 
Articles 370 and 35A from Jammu and 
Kashmir. He said that the refugees 
were deprived of voting rights and 
avenues in the higher educational insti- 
tutions of J&K due to denial of 
; ý Permanent Resident Certificates 
Bes) (PRCs). He said that most of the 
refugees are poor and that's why they were not, able to provide good 
education to their wards. He also assailed the successive governments 
for giving step-motherly treatment to them. 


F 


aes 


~ | Kaushalya Devi, a senior citizen, wel- 
| comed the repealing of Articles 37 0 and 
| 35A from the Constitution. She rued 
that the West Pakistani Refugees suf- 

| fered a lot due to these Articles. 
"The children of West Pakistani refugees 
| had no option but to go to the metro 
cities for employment but after J&K 
becoming a Union Territory, we are 
happy and contented about the. future of 
i | our youth," she said and expressed grat- 
Minister Narendra Modi for revoking these Articles 
and assured whole-hearted support to the BJP in'its stride to ensure 
welfare of people of this country. "Now after the scrapping of these 
Articles of Constitution, we are hopeful for happy and prosperous 
future of our children,” she added. 


| 


itude to the Prime 


eee eee 
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or seven decades they lived as children of lesser 

gods and citizens of nowhere. After facing the 

brunt of partition in terms of dislocation from 
their homes and hearths in West Pakistan, genera- 
tions of refugees lived and died in a state of dejection 
and frustration. Now that the discriminatory Articles 
370 and 35A are gone, the West Pakistan Refugees 
(WPRs) are feeling a sense of empowerment and 
belonging to the land they inhabited for decades as 
aliens. 


ty of their basic rights. 


the first in J&K to elect the candidate of my own choice." 
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Sneha Kumari, a student, said that children of West Pakistani 
refugees living in J&K mostly studied upto class 10th or 12th 
as they knew that they could not get government job in Jammu 
and Kashmir. She said that there were very less opportunities 
for the West Pakistani refugees due to Article 370. She said 
that provision of Article 370 has deprived the entire communi- 


"The West Pakistani refugees were debarred from buying prop- 
erties and pursuing higher education in Jammu and Kashmir", 
she said adding that the country got freedom in 1947 but her 
community has become free from the clutches of Article 370 
only on August 5, 2019 by the revolutionary and farsighted 
pua decision taken by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah. She asserted, "Now I am also eligible to cast my vote for 
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Sunny Kumar, a youth said, "Being vic- 
tim of Articles 370 and 35A, I was not |. 
able to get the benefit of schemes 
launched by the state and central govern- 
ments for the welfare of youth in Jammu 
and Kashmir. I was deprived of various 
benefits like higher education as State 
Subject certificate was a pre-requisite for 

availing the bounties offered by the afore- ó 
said schemes. He expressed gratitude to 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah for abrogating | 
these anti-refugee Articles from the BE 4 
Constitution which arbitrarily denied citizenship rights to the community. 
He hoped that with scrapping of these Articles, the youth of the commu- 
nity shall now become eligible for employment in government departments. 


Ram Lal, a senior citizen, said he had 
never thought that Article 370 can be 
scrapped by any of the governments. He 
said that repealing of Articles 370 and 
35A is being considered as a sign of hope 
and justice among the West Pakistani 
refugees residing in Jammu and Kashmir. 
He said Article 370 has grilled the entire 
community by depriving it from enjoying | 
rights which are extended to other compa- 
triots. "In Jammu and Kashmir, there was 
no future for West Pakistani refugees and = 3 

the community lagged behind others", he said, adding that for the past 
70 years we are living like slaves due to lack of facilities. He expressed 
gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for giving full rights to 
the community at par with other citizens of the India. 
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he support to the historic move of the NDA government in | 
amending Article 370 and abolishing Article 35A will prove - 
a game changer for the erstwhile State with investments 

pouring in for mega industrialization. This, together with the cor- — 
porate sector, will eventually lead to tackling the vexed unemploy- — 
ment problem. The youth of Jammu in particular will benefit from | 
this historic move, which has ended the psychological barrier of 
subjugation of the Kashmir centric politicians, faced by people for - 


_ over seven decades. 


Se a ET aa 


Prerna Nanda, a BJP leader | 
termed the decision of Prime 
Minister ` Narendra Modi and f 
Home Minister Amit Shah for | 
abrogating Articles 370. and 35A 
of constitution as historic and 
- courageous. She said that earlier 

there was no future for profession- | 
als in the State but after scrapping 
of Article 370, the Jammu youth 
are feeling a sense of confidence. 
She asserted that the women of f 
Jammu and Kashmir would also me PEN, 
get their due share, of which they were deprived earlier. Lauding 
the Prime Minister, she said that this bold decision will go a long 
way for achieving the agenda of development in J&K and would be 
recorded in annals of the history in golden letters. 


Raj Kumar, a resident of 
Gujjar Nagar welcomed the 
decision regarding abroga- 
tion of Articles 370 and 
35A and said the people of 
Jammu, Kashmir and 
Ladakh are happy as the 
same will open new vistas of 
opportunities for them with 
the establishment of multi- 
national companies in the 
Jammu region. He hoped 
that the people of J&K will 
witness a new era of development soon. He extended full 
support to the BJP Government at the Centre for this bold 
and revolutionary decision. 


par seer as 


Nitish Mahajan, 
BJP leader said that 
the abrogation, of 

Articles 370 and 35A 

will pave way for 

massive industrial- 

ization in Jammu 

and Kashmir that 
“| will lead to employ- 
| ment for educated 
j unemployed, skilled 
| & B38 and unskilled work- 
force. He asserted that the scrapping of Article 
370 was a big slap on the face of Kashmiri politi- 
cians, who had misguided Kashmiris for their per- 
sonal motives. Now funds coming from the Centre 
would be equally distributed between Jammu and 
Kashmir regions, he said, adding that the people of 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh are overwhelmed 
with the scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A. "It is 
now hoped that Jammu region will witness a new 
era of development’, he added. 


dent of Leh, presently } 
studying in Jammu, said } 
that the long pending | 
demand of the Ladakhi } 
people has been fulfilled f 
with the scrapping of | 
Articles 370 and 35A | 
besides reorganization of PPR 
the State. She asserted 
that Ladakh being the If 
favourite tourist destina- | 
tion will see enormous development in the coming time. 
She expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for fulfilling aspi- 
tations of Ladakhis, who always faced discrimination 
by successive State governments. "Modi and Shah have 
created history which will be remembered for times to 
come. This step will provide a bright future to students 

of Ladakh," she added. She also hoped that Ladakhi 
people will now witness unprecedented growth and the 
region will get economic as well as educational boost. 


Shashi Kant Sapolia, a resident of f 
Jullaka Mohalla, Jammu expressed 
gratitude to the Prime Minister Pa 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister § 
Amit Shah for abrogating Articles 
370 and 35A. He said the move has 
given freedom to people of Jammu 
from Kashmir-centrie politicians. 
"It is a historic moment for Jammu 
and Kashmir. Entire population of pa 
the erstwhile State is thankful to [A 
Modi for fulfilling their long pend- 
ing demand," he added. 

"People suffered a lot due to these controversial provisions, as 
' these were the root cause of miseries including unemployment, 
corruption, lack of development and terrorism. I believe that this 
historic decision will make Kashmir terrorism-free and lead it on 
the path of overall development," he said and hoped that abroga- 
tion of Article 370 would definitely improve the socio-economic 
status of people to a great extent. k 


Sham Lal, a resident of 
Jammu expressed gratitude 
to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for serap- 
ping Articles 370 and 35A 
and termed it as historic, | 
| bold and game-changing 

j decisions. He urged the 

Prime Minister and Home 

Minister Amit Shah to take 

all possible measures to con- 

trol Valley-based political 
leaders who misled people for their personal motives. He 
assailed these leaders for creating a sense of panic among 
the people and held them responsible for present situation 
in Kashmir. “People of Jammu are celebrating freedom 
from the slavery of corrupt politicians of Kashmir Valley, 

Sham Lal said and extended full support to the BJP 
Government at the Centre for every endeavour taken for 
overall benefit and betterment of people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 


pa 
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| Sanjeev Kumar Vaid, a Mirpur PoK refugee, 
said that scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A 
has brought a ray of hope among the dis- 
placed people, who faced a lot of problems 
due to indifference shown by successive gov- 
ernments over the issue. 

He hoped that several of their difficulties 
shall now be mitigated by the abrogation of 
Article 370. He said that August 5 will be 


remembered as a point of renaissance for the - 


refugee community as their aspiration has 
=| been fulfilled by the scrapping of this con- 
tentious Article of the constitution. "With the 


eas 


he AEEA, of Me Pakistan Toomi 


Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK) are jubi- 


lant over revocation of Articles 370 and | 


35A. It is like a dream coming true all of sud- 


den, rekindling hope for better future for the 
_ children. Having suffered on all fronts, due to 
deprivation and denial of their rights, they 
_are looking towards jobs coming in immense 


Sanjeev Kumar Gupta welcomed the removal 
of Articles 370 and 35A, saying this will go a 
long way in bringing big industries in the 
region thus paving way for ample job opportu- 
nities and ending the era of joblessness which 
the region faced during last over 70 years. "It 
is likely that the abrogation of Article 370 will 
give a major boost to local economy and will 
change the course of people's life towards pros- 
perity and opulence", he said adding Article 
370 was the biggest obstacle and mistake of 
past which has been corrected now after 70 
years by the Modi government. He said that 


-y -1S 


creation of two Toa Territories viz Jammu & Kashmir, and Ladakh, the with big industries and cuEpOnate sector chip- |) today entire India is rejoicing the moment, as Jammu and Kashmir will.also 


move ahead on path of development under the leadership of Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi. He asserted that youth of J&K have suffered a lot due to this 
controversial Article but after its removal the people of State especially Jammu - 


job avenues are expected to increase manifold with the establishment of ping in. 
MNCs in the region, he added. 


Madan Lal Gupta, an elderly person, said 
that the youth of Jammu and Kashmir in gen- 
eral and PoJK refugees in particular have suf- 
fered a lot after leaving their homes. He said 
that the successive governments gave step 
motherly treatment:to the community and did 
nothing for the welfare of refugees. He 
expressed gratitude to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for revoking Articles 370 and 354, say- 
ing the decision would prove to be a boon for 

| the people of J&K. He further said that after 

repealing of Article 370, various opportunities will crop up for the youth to 

: prosper and ensure a bright future without: leaving the region. He appealed 

to Prime Minister and Home Minister to take all necessary steps for bring- 
ing new welfare schemes for the people of State. 


Shammi Kumar said that the abrogation of Article 
370 along with Article 35A has been widely hailed by 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir irrespective of 
their caste, ereed, religion and region barring those 


for whom it was a milking cow. He said that the spe- | 


cial status granted to the State of Jammu and 


Kashmir as a blessing at some stage, proved to be a | 


great curse at the hands of rulers. He congratulated 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah who with a one stroke silenced 


the Azadi, autonomy and self rule like slogans which | 
were being projected and propogated at political level. jpa 
He said that Kashmiri politicians have looted the © 
wealth of Jammu and Kashmir and misguided the people for their personal motives. 

He said the people of Jammu and Kashmir will now experience the real meaning of 
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are feeling secured and elated. 


Rajesh Bali said that the scrapping of Articles 
370 and 35A was need of the hour for the secu- 
rity of nation and also for the safety of the peace 
loving people of Jammu and Kashmir. He said 
that the successive governments in J&K and the 
Centre did nothing for the refugees except giv- 
ing hollow slogans and misusing the resources. 
He also expressed gratitude to the Modi govern- 
ment for showing serious concern towards the 
refugees also by releasing Rs 2000 crore pack- 
age and hoped that second installment of the 
game would be released at the earliest. "We 


would extend full support to the Union Government for every initiative taken 
for development of Jammu and Kashmir," Bali added. 


Sheetal Sharma, a resident of Jammu 

expressed gratitude to Prime Minister 

| Narendra Modi for scrapping Articles 370 

and 35A. She said the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir were deprived of their due-share in 

various spheres while Kashmiri politicians 

looted the wealth unabatedly. "Now after 

repealing of Article 370, the people of 

| Jammu are hopeful of a new-era, as huge 

development is expected to take place in 

em J&K.” Sheetal said, adding that youth of 

Jammu will also get employment avenues 

UY after re-organisation of the erstwhile State. 

She appealed to the Prime Minister to take adequate measures to address 
unemployment in Jammu and Kashmir. 


‘eI Subash Gupta, a trader while weleoming 

“=| the revoking of Articles 370 and 35A, said 

~ _ | that the women of J&K will be actual bene- 

ficiaries who have earlier been deprived of 

their genuine rights. He asserted that ear- 

lier the women from J&K, after marrying a 

non state-subject, were debarred of their 

rights but now the daughters of J&K have 

become at par with their counterparts 

across the nation. He said that central laws 

would now be “directly applicable to J&K 

and the benefits of central government 

nl schemes will also percolate down tothe ben- 

eficiaries. He added the rane of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh will get 

equal benefits with the abrogation of the Articles 370 and 35A. He 

emphasized that each section of society will be benefited with the abroga- 
tion of these articles. 
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big obstacle in the process of development of 
Jammu and Ladakh regions, Article 370 was 
sed by many Kashmir centric politicians in 


| bullying New Delhi to fill their own coffers even at | 


_ the cost of fellow Kashmiris. Now that this provision 

has been amended, Ladakh will prosper as a Union 

_ Territory while Jammu is set to get equitable oppor- 

_ tunities in development and employment. The youth 

_ have a reason to rejoice over repealing of the con- 
_tentious provisos that retarded their overall growth 
for decades. 


Lea 


Vivek Singh Sudan, a staffer in private firm at = 
Chandigarh said that due to contentious Article 370, 

I am working outside my home State viz. J&K as 

jobs here were scanty. He said that Article 370 was 

the reason behind development deficit and jobless- 

ness in State. He asserted that the youth have been 

forced to move out from J&K in search of their liveli- 

hood as Article 370 was the biggest hurdle in the 
development of State. He said that entire country | 

has witnessed large scale development since inde- 

pendence but people in J&K were deprived of the 

same due to Article 370. He said that with abroga- 

tion of Article 370 and splitting of J&K into two 

Union Territories, the decades-old discrimination with Jammu will end and the 
region will also develop at par with other States of the country. 
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Jyoti Sharma, a Jammu resident said that with 

repealing of Articles 370 and 35A, the future 

genération of J&K will get huge benefits. She 

said the people of J&K have wholeheartedly wel- 

comed the decision of Modi government. She 

said that the politicians of Kashmir Valley have | 

supported terrorism under the garb of this con- M 

troversial Article. She added that scrapping of jes 

Article 370 has shut down their shops which ear- f 

lier they were running by misguiding the people 

of Kashmir Valley. "It is a historic moment for 

Jammu and Kashmir. Entire population of the 3 

State is thankful to Modi for fulfilling their long pending demand," Saca 
added. "The abrogation of Article 370 by PM Modi has created a history which 
will be remembered for times to come. Such step will provide a bright future to 
students of Jammu as well as Kashmir," she maintained. 


Tarsem Anand, a shopkeeper said that 
Articles 370 and 35A should have been 
scrapped much earlier. He said that the people 
of J&K have suffered a lot due to contentious 
Article 370. He said the common man of 
Jammu has got nothing from this Article as he 
got step-motherly treatment in every sector 
whether education or employment in govern- 
ment sector. He said, "I have witnessed the 
working of successive governments in J&K and 5% e 
the people of Kashmir Valley are real sufferers LA | Ag 

as political class there has misused the youth HA 

by instigating them to indulge in stone-pelting or other anti-national activi- 
ties". He thanked Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and Home Minister, Amit 
Shah for satiating aspirations of Jammu people, who always faced discrimi- 
nation by successive Governments in every sector. 
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“Move on Art 370 kindles ray of hope among KPs living in exile 


R A Raina said that Modi Government is work- 
ing tirelessly for welfare of people and nation. 
He welcomed the decision of Modi Government |a 4 
for granting Union Territory status to J&K and A 
Ladakh, which would usher a new era of develop- |, ia 
ment in J&K. 7 mass ‘ 

He further said that Narendra Modi has full Linea 
sympathy with the people of Jammu and fe 
Kashmir and is determined to develop the newly | 
announced UTs on modern lines, adding that 
Modi Government is committed for peace and F 
prosperity of the country. 

He expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for revoking the controversial 
Articles and assured whole-hearted support to BJP in its stride for ensuring 


welfare of people. 


Vishwanath Raina said that Article 370 was 
like a wall for Kashmiri Pandits and also 
resulted in mass exodus of KPs from 
Kashmir Valley. He said that Valley based 
leaders misused the Articles 370 and 35A for 
looting wealth as well as funds meant for 
development of J&K. He expressed gratitude 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for taking a historical 
decision of scrapping Articles 370 and 35A 
Jf) from Jammu and Kashmir. He said with 

abrogation of Article 370, wards of Kashmiri 
Pandits would have a bright future, as the decision would open new employ- 
ment avenues for youth of Jammu and Kashmir. r 


fter spending long years in exile and leading 
miserable lives in various tenements and 
amps, the Kashmiri Pandit community is 
now hopeful of a vivid future of their wards, after 
necessary amendments were made in Article 370 by 
the Prime Minister and Home Minister. With reor- i 
ganisation of the State into two Union Territories, 
the KP community is feeling much more secure, as 
now the regions would be directly under the Centre's 
administration and is weleoming the decision of 
_ Union Government, terming it as ‘historic’. | 


Bhushan Lal Raina said that Article 370 was 
introduced for the welfare of State's people 
but the same proved out to be contrary and 
was misused extensively by a handful of peo- 
J ple just to satiate their vested interests. He 
said that Kashmiri Pandit community was 
forced to leave their homes and hearth only 
because of this contentious Article. He said 
that Modi government has taken a wise deci- 
sion by scrapping Article 370. He recalled 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his 
address on Independence Day has assured 


the Kashmiri Pandit community that BJP 
Government is working for their welfare. "We have full faith in PM Modis 
r for taking the bold step. He 


resolve", he said and Jauded the Prime Ministe 

said that this bold decision will go a long way for achieving the agenda of 
development in J&K and would be recorded in archives of the history in gold- 
en letters. 


Extending heartiest congratulation to the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home 
Minister Amit Shah and people of the country 
for scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A, B.L 
Raina said that Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi has brought a ray of hope for people of 
the country, as he is working day and night for 
improving lifestyle of common masses. 

He hoped that people of J&K would witness 
a new era of development in coming future and 
extended full support to BJP Government at 
the Centre for taking a bold and revolutionary 


Makhan Lal hailed Government of India for ending li : 
dynasty rule in Jammu and Kashmir with repealing | 
of Articles 370 and 35A. He alleged that Abdullahs |f 
and Muftis misused people of Kashmir Valley for t 
their personal motives- 

Employees of J&K as well as daily wagers, who I 
faced apathy of successive Governments in Jammu R 
and Kashmir, would be benefitted with scrapping of È 
these articles, he said, adding that all those, who are 
opposing scrapping of Article 370 are not national- } 
ists in real sense. 

"entire Kashmiri Pandit community stands with 
the decision of Narendra Modi and extends full sup- eA ee hN 
port to the Prime Minister for taking new initiatives for development of New India 
in future," he maintained. 


decision. 
"Now, after scrapping of these Articles of 


Constitution, we are hopeful of a happy and prosperous future for our chil- 
dren," he observed: 


A 
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Rahat Baru, an employee said revoking of 
Article 370 will change the destiny of youth of 
Jammu region. He said that it is very difficult | % 
for parents having single child, who are forced to |. 
move to big cities in search of jobs and a better § 
future, thus leaving them in wilderness. He said 
that the J&K State Government mostly starved 
the youth of the region in respect of jobs. He said 
that the move of creating UTS will prove benefi- 
cial for the people of the region because the 
salary and perks of employees shall now become 
at par with Central Government employees 
which are quite lucrative. He hailed the decision 
{i of BJP-led NDA Government for removing the 
J} Articles 370 and 35A. 


Raju Pradhan, Businessman, expressed 
gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
| and Home Minister Amit Shah for removing 
| Articles 370 and 35A and said the people of 
| Jammu region suffered hugely due to these 
provisos of the Constitution. He said earlier 
there was no future of our children here and 
| they had to migrate to the metro cities for 
| earning livelihood. With the scrapping of 
these Articles, the people of Jammu are 
happy and hoping that their children will get 
Sei: suitable employment in J&K itself, he said, 
adding that it is also expected that region will see rapid phase of industrial 
growth and business shall also become more bountiful post abrogation of 


Article 370. 


Article 370 by saying that the Kashmir centric 

politicians used this as a tool to bully New Delhi, 
discriminate the two regions of Jammu and Ladakh — 
besides exploiting poor Kashmiris too. Some of these © 
unscrupulous politicians used the special status to 
shield their acts of omission and commission in succes- 
sive dispensations. With this provision gone, people | 
are seeing a ray of light at the end of the tunnel. 


Jaseel Singh, a resident of Jammu hailed the move f“;; 
of Central Government for removing the Articles |, | 
370 and 35A. He said the people of Jammu region 
got freedom from the clutehes of Kashmiri politi- 
cians who misused special status granted to State | ‘ 
for their wrong-doings. ey 

He said the people of Jammu have also played a 
vital role in the formation of BJP Government at 
the Centre which is working for the welfare of peo- 


S.D Jamwal, a resident of Roop Nagar wel- 
comed the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A 
from Jammu and Kashmir. He said that women [i 
were the most affected and suffered huge loss- $ 
es due to this controversial article. ag 
He said due to Article 370, most of the 
women were deprived of their rights in the 
maternal property. He said abrogation of | s 
Articles 370 and 35A was the need of the hour fiig $ 
as the move paved way for ensuring rights to f 
the people belonging to various sections of the } 


A y Sain Dass Malhotra, a senior citizen of 
; a Jammu said that due to’ Article 370, the 
Ld entire Backward Classes community was 

1 deprived of their basic rights. He said the 
| country got freedom in 1947 but the 
| Backward Classes community of J&K has 
"4 became free from the clutches of Article 370 
S only on August 5, 2019 by the revolutionary 
and historical decision taken by the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah. 

He appealed to the Prime Minister to grant 
full rights to the OBC community residing in 


Jammu and Kashmir at par with similarly placed categories across the coun- 


try. s Fo 
He said only due to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 


Amit Shah, the OBCs will get their due share. 


ple of the country. , 
He added that the Article 370 should have been 


revoked much earlier as it has deprived people of 
Jammu region from the benefits of development as 


well as industrialisation. S 
He expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for revoking the 
Articles 370 and 35A and assured whole-hearted support to the BJP in its stride to 


ensure welfare of people of the country. 


society. 
He also welcomed the removal of J&K flag 


from the civil secretariat building in Srinagar. g 
He expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for giving rights to J&K people at par with the citizens of the 


` India. 
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Art 370 blocked reputed faculty from 
joining AIIMS, IIT: Dr Jitendra 
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NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
Development of North 


Eastern Region (DoNER) 
and MoS PMO, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said that Article 370 
blocked reputed and some of 
the best national level faculty 
luminaries from joining pro- 


fessional teaching institu- 


tions like All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (ALIMS) 
and Indian Institute of 


Technology (IIT) in Jammu 


& Kashmir. 
With the stumbling block 
removed, it has opened the 


prospects of some of the best 
teachers and Professors from 
the rest of the country com- 
ing forward to take up jobs in 
professional institutions and 
help in the growth of these 
institutions at par with other 
similar institutions of AIMS 
and IIT in the rest of India. 
Interacting with a group of 
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Delhi based students from 
some of the remote areas of 
district Doda and district 
Udhampur, at North Block 
here, Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
even after the approval of 
AIMS, the difficulty was 
being faced in finding a suit- 
able faculty because reputed 
teachers from outside 
refused to take up jobs when 
they realized that they would 
have to live in Jammu & 
Kashmir without owning a 
residential house of their own 
and without the opportunity 
of their children getting 
admission in 
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Marginalised segments of Jammu see hope in scrapping of J&K special status 


William Massi said that the issues of 
Safaikarameharis were neglected since their 
migration to State of Jammu and Kashmir on R 
the behest of government. He said it was Modi 
government who took an initiative to abrogate i 
Articles 370 and 35A from the Jammu and i 
Kashmir, "After the abrogation of Article 370, 
there is a celebration among Valmiki community 
in Jammu. Sweets are being distributed because 
with the end of special status there is no further 
need for a permanent residence certificate which 
kept the community away from government 
jobs," he said. 

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister for 
scrapping theses Articles, he hoped that the young generation of Valmikis will 
get the benefits of employment besides pursuing higher studies. 


Rinku Gill welcomed the decision of scrap- 
ping provisions of Article 35A and 370 thus 


he abrogation of special status of Jammu and 


giving freedom to the segments like 5 Kashmir has rekindled a hope among marginal- i 
Safaikaramcharis who are residing in J&K g ` g g Q 

since 1957. He mentioned that Valmikis ; ized Bee ents of the society in this part of the 
were brought to J&K by the government to | erstwhile State, who left their homes and hearths in 


_ 1957 and made Jammu their second home, just to serve 


| quell the protest of the then Union of 
i) Safaikaramcharis and maintain cleanliness 
of streets in 1957. 
Gill asserted that due to Article 370, 
{ entire Valmiki community was deprived of its 
: =! basic rights and got freedom on August 5 
2019 vith abrogation of the Articles 370 and 35A. He hailed PaE 


i 
í the people here. They worked tirelessly but remained 
_ aliens for over six decades, deprived of citizenship rights. 
Í This took toll of their generations who ended up in mis- 
eee ae : i O eae i ery and dejection. Now that the course correction has 
- Minister Narendra Modi for providing full rights to the Safaikaramcharis at : X} i 
. par with other citizens of India. He said the Valmiki community is hoping | been made, they look for a better future for their chil- 
that their wards will now get jobs in Jammu and Kashmir without any hin- | dren, who ar are as s enterprising and talented as others. 
drance, E S Sunny Gill said that Central Government is 
Ashwani said that the present ruling govern- Rajesh Massi expressed gratitude to the Prime J ; doing a yeoman’s job by taking several big and 
ment at the Centre has took a bold and coura- Minister for saving the future of Safaikaramcharis' f historical decisions including demonetisation, 
ha geous ateit by scrapping Articles 370 and children. He said that the generations’ of f GST, revoking of Articles 370 and 35A from 
35A. He ass rted that earlier there was no Safaikaramcharis were the most affected in J&K | Jammu and Kashmir, ete. He said the succes- 
5A. He asserted By = Article 35A. "For over six decades the com- | sive governments have not shown any concern 
future of wards of Safaikaramcharis in J&K due to rticle ¢ ee a ‘ne F a, Gr inclination oware Mien CAMO? 
due to these controversial Articles. He said {| munity has been Se eee ol Safaikarameharis. He said that the historical 
| that several members of Valmiki Samaj start- Certificates and are being forced to work as [i Geto ioa iy Mah gemma GA ke | 
ed their job as Safaikaramcharis and contin- ae due to lack of jobs for their chil- Mi menbre nents la 
g ; r dren," he said. m ‘tori J and | 
ued the same in their whole life as they had no a ee a, It is a historic moment for Jammu 
other option to do another work. He said that Earlier in Jammu and Kashmir, there was no Kashmir: ea ine VA OS Hanko] 
t ie e community was thankful to the future for us," he said adding that for the past 62 
he wi 


to Modi for fulfilling its long pending demand," 
years we were living like slavi es due to dynasty rule SEI aR A TS ti Common 


Prim bold and historic deci- 3 a i i | = 

freed ee at We slavery. He expressed || of Kashmiri politicians. “Only due to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Satya Pal Malik who played a vital role in creating a situation, which has 

a, Ae oe ad Home Minister Amit Minister Amit Shah, Safaikaramcharis would now get equal opportunities at par brought about a'discernible change in the overall scenario in the erstwhile 
Sih tor oo ae Se eae Safaikarameharis. with other residents of the State", he maintained. tate. a = oe 

à for understan: e pain and suffe: : 3 ti er State | nr iit 
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growing AA is dawning upon the soa of 
Jammu and Kashmir about the level of exploitation 
: icted on them under the garb of Article 370 and 

Article 35A. While they were deprived of the jobs in the 
_ government sector, very legible openings in the private sec- 
_ tor could not hold them in their homes and hearths, as a 
_ result of which they were forced to move out for earning 
livelihood. Now that the obstacles in the way of their 
growth have been removed, the youth are all set to get ben- 
E efitted by opportunities moane at iere oore 


ee TERE 


Ashok Kumar, an elderly said that the scrapping of | 
Article 370 was need of the hour. "If BJP-led gov- 
ernment at the Centre had not taken this decision, 
the days were not far when the people of Jammu 
would have to leave their homes and hearths and 
migrate to other places due to Kashmir-centric 
policies promulgated and promoted by several E 
Valley based politicians. People of Jammu region 
have received a major setback due to lack of politi- 
cal leadership in Jammu region. The successive 
governments in J&K gave step motherly treatment 
to the Jammu people and never projected the prob- 3 
lems being faced by Jammu people before concerned neo at the Centre. 
Almost in every sector and every sphere, people of Jammu region have faced the 
wrath of Kashmiri politicians," he said adding that the share of Jammu region, 
whether in employment or development, had been given to the Kashmir Valley. He 
expressed gratitude to the Modi government for giving them freedom in real sense 
and hoped that the people of Jammu region will get their due share soon. 


Varun Sharma, a youth hailed the bold and 
courageous decision of BJP led 
Government at the Centre whereby con- 
tentious Articles 370 and 35A of the 
Constitution were abrogated. He said peo- 
ple are wholeheartedly supporting the 
Modi Government for its nationalist poli- 
cies, He hoped that -after acquiring the 
f| Union Territory status, the youth of 
ean Jammu and Kashmir will not have to move 
out as new universities and colleges will be 
: 5 established here and joblessness shall be 
tackled ONES: He said the wall of Article 370 has been removed which 
earlier stopped the multinational companies from coming to J&K region. 
He said that the abrogation of these Articles will change the destiny of 
nationalists residing in Jammu and Kashmir, 


Sunil Sharma, a trader said that the abro- 
gation of Articles 370 and 35A is a timely 
decision of the Central Government. He 
said that present BJP government has, in 
right perspective, understood the feelings of 
the people of Jammu region which the ear- 
lier dispensations never bothered to under- 
stand. He also said that the successive gov- 
1 j ernments never projected sufferings of the 
i | people of this mountainous region before 
Í the Central Government thus forcing peo- 
arth of facilities. He said that BJP 
has revoked this controversial 


Seema Matoo, educationist and social activist said E 
that Jammu has hugely suffered due to Article -370. 
She asserted that Article 370 was a temporary provi- i 
sion and it could have been removed much earlier. She } 
said that the common people suffered a lot due to 
anti-Jammu policies of the Kashmiri politicians. She 

said most of the Kashmiri politicians with very hum- | _ 
ble backgrounds have enriched themselves, which is |y 
discernible by.the fact that huge wealth has been 
accumulated by looting the State Exchequer. She i 
asserted that wards of many Kashmiri politicians are 
studying outside J&K while they are misguiding | poor youth in the Valley and using 
‘them for their personal motives. She said that the youth of J&K had became victim 
of Article 370 as all the government jobs were mostly provided to a particular sec- 
tion in the Kashmir Valley and the youth of Jammu region was forced to move 
towards metro cities in search of livelihood. She emphasized that Modi government 
has taken a wise decision fhe poe the Articles 370 and 35A. 


Hans Raj Sharma, retired AEE, Rural Development 
Department expressed gratitude towards Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for fulfilling aspirations of Jammu by scrap- 
ping Articles 370 and 35A. He said the people of 
Jammu region from Lakhanpur to Rajouri, 

Kishtwar, Bhadarwah and Ramban are happy with 
the decision of the BJP Government on granting UT 
status to J&K and Ladakh. Expressing satisfaction, 

he said that removal of these Articles will pave way į 
for the people of this region to enjoy all the rights 
which they were denied earlier. "Now funds coming 
from the Centre would be equally distributed between Jammu and Kashmir 
" he said and hoped’that people of Jammu region will witness unprece- 
will get economic as well as educational boost, — 


ple to reel aie AS and des 
Government-2 without wasting any time 
Article, which kept the people of Jammu region on back-foot on all fronts: 
He appealed to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to make all possible efforts 
to bring developmental projects in Jammu at par w1 vith rest of the country: 


regions," 
dented ae and the region 
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| he amendments to Article 370 and repeal of 
i Article 35A has given a much-needed psycho- 
logical boost to the people of Jammu, who are 
now feeling free from the shackles of Kashmiri hege- 
-mony of nearly seven decades. The era will go into 
the annals of history as bad chapter, which wit- 
nessed the proud Duggarland and the desert region 
_ of Ladakh suffocating and remaining in subjugation — 
of the Kashmir centric political executives. 


Tr a ence a 


Usha Bali, an elderly woman, expressed happiness 
over scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A. She said 
Modi governinent has taken a remarkable step by 
abrogating these contentious Articles of 
Constitution and hoped that with this decision 
women of J&K in particular will get their rights at 
par with rest of the country. "Moreover, due to 
Article 35A, people of the State in general and j 
women in particular suffered a lot, as it led to dis- p d 
crimination", she said adding that Modi | 
Government has taken a wise decision, which was Y i 

need of the hour. "PM Narendra Modi and Amit Ah ; f. A j 
Shah have created history. The historie decision is in the interest of nation. 
Understanding pain of people of Jammu, Modi has fulfilled his promise. We are 
«yery much thankful to him for the historic decision," she added. 


Vikram Singh, social activist said the 
people of J&K are happy over National 
Flag unfurling at the Civil Secretariat, 
making end to 'Do Nishan'. He said 
scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A is a 
good decision for the people and cau- 
tioned them not to believe in rumours 
that jobs in J&K will be taken by the out- 
siders. He said the youth of J&K are well 
A educated and have caliber to compete in 
every sector. He asked the people of 
Jammu to extend full support to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Amit Shah 


Deepak Kumar, a BJP leader said that the NDA B 
government at the Centre did a fabulous job by abro- 
gating Articles 370 and 35A. He appealed to the 
BJP Government to hold probe into the bungling and 
misappropriations committed by Kashmiri politi- 
cians through scams and punish them under law. He 
said the people of Jammu region were deprived of 
their due share. “Now with the abrogation of these 
controversial Articles, the Jammu region would get F 
its due share as earlier the same was diverted to 
other regions by the successive governments,” he 


Rakesh ‘Kumar, a shopkeeper said the people of E 
Jammu region are benefitted the most by scrapping 
of Article 370. “They faced discrimination in every 
sector at the heands of Kashmir centric politicians. 
For the past about seven decades, people have suf- 
fered a lot due to this controversial Article and their 
grievances remained unaddressed, but now after 
J&K becoming a UT, they are hopeful that all nec- 
essary steps would be taken to mitigate their suffer- 
ings besides preserving Dogra Culture and hér- 
itage”, he said. He further asked people of Jammu 
and Kashmir to strengthen the hands of Prime 


Prem Gupta, a trader hoped that removal 
- of Article 370 will bring investment and 
development in Jammu & Kashmir, and 
Ladakh. He said abrogation of aforesaid 
Article is rising of 'New Jammu and 
Kashmir’, where everyone can enjoy rights 
without any fear or discrimination. 

He said the successive governments 
have befooled the people of Jammu region 
for their selfish motives. He said that Modi 


government has launched welfare policies 


Sra te THs 


ihe ` i and 
Ee ; for grote enp a a added. He further said that after scrapping of this 7 } å 
hoped that the poor Segne" controversial Article a new era of development will be seen in Jammu. Minister Narendra Modi by extending suppo penni puen grege roota level. 


and Kashmir will also get the benefit of centrally sponsored schemes. 
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their coffers,” Amit asserted. 


Sagar Sharma said, 


status, Jammu and Kashmir h 
flict-free region where politicians’ wi 


Expressing gratitude towards Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister, Amit Shah for 
fulfilling aspirations of Jammu people by abrogating 
Articles 370 and 35A, Amit Sethi, a local youth said 
that now unemployed youth of Jammu would not 
migrate to metro cities for finding jobs. "With removal 
‘| of these controversial articles, it is hoped that a num- 
ber of Multi-national companies would set-up their 
| units in Jammu, thereby opening new employment 
N | avenues for youth, who till date were worst sufferer of 
eas 0] Kashmir-centric policies. Majority shares of all devel- 
opment schemes and packages released by the Union Government for overall 
development of the State were always diverted to Valley, ignoring people of 
Jammu region. All successive State Governments also failed to properly proj- 
ect needs of Jammu region in the Center, as Valley always remained their pri- 
ority. But in reality, Kashmir based politicians 
used them for their personal motives besides looting 


also befooled valley people and 
State exchequer to fill 


"With the abrogation of special 


W ests can no longer blackmail central 


was the handiwork 


greater autonomy, 


i 
one go and created numerous opportunities 
of the erstwhile State of J&K. Scrapping © 
way for the return of KPs to Valey" ` 


one or the other pretext. 
Kashmir was the exodus 0 


as now become a con- 


th vested inter- 
government on 


The greatest tragedy of 
f Kashmiri Pandits which 


of aforesaid politicians. These 


politicians of the State at ‘times 


had demanded 


self rule, Azadi, ete. With the 


f Article 370 ha 


move to remove Article 370, the NDA Government 
È N led:by BJP has made these politicians redundant in 
s for the development and welfare 


s now paved the 


Days of Valley leaders blackmailing Centre gone with demise of Art 370 


PEAS LENE ws a 


in particular are now feeling bit confident as amend- | 
ment made by the Union Government in controver- 
sial Article 370 has invoked a ray of hope for better 
future among them. Deceived and repeatedly black- 
mailed by valley-based politicians on one or other | 
issue, people of Jammu region are now contended | 
that at last someone did the yeoman's job, which was © 


a E ag 


Ayodhaya Gupta, BJP leader said that abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A is a big slap on the face of so- 
called politicians of Kashmir Valley who misused the 
provisions of Article 370 for their personal gain. He said 
scrapping of aforesaid Articles has given a big jolt to the 
Kashmiri politicians who misused their constitutional 
power for looting the wealth of J&K. He said that the 
move was the long pending demand of people of Jammu 
region since 1953 agitation. He said One Constitution 
and One Flag was one of the demands of aforesaid agi- 
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Sameer Chandok, a businessman congratulated | 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Home HF 
Minister Amit Shah for operating out the thorn in 
Indian flesh because of which the country had been 
bleeding for the-last seven decades. He said that 
Articles 370 and 35A were the creation of politi- | 
cians who had taken this State. for granted ‘and |) 
these Articles benefitted only handful of politicians 


fter reeling under years of discrimination and | 
continuous rejection by valley-based politi- 
ians, people of Jammu in general and youth | 


and Kashmir but the people of whole of the coun- | 
try. "Though a few misguided poor people are hurt 

because of the abrogation of these Articles but the | 
time will make them understand the benefits they ; 
have been bestowed. The people of whole of Jammu and Kashmir will witness 
the progress and development during the time to come", he maintained. 


Vivek Bangwal, social activist said that the BJP 
Government has become much more popular for 
ending dynasty rule in Jammu and Kashmir with 
repealing of Articles 370 and 35A. With the reor- 
ganisation of Jammu and Kashmir into two 
Union Territories, the people of J&K are feeling 
much more secure as things have now gone under 
Central administration. He hoped that people of 
J&K would witness a new era of development in 
coming time and extended full support to BJP | 
Government at the Centre for taking this bold 
and revolutionary decision. He said that this bold 
decision will go a long way for achieving the agenda of development in J&K 
and would be recorded in archives of the history in golden letters. He 
expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for revoking the 
controversial Articles 370 and 35A, and assured whole-hearted support to 


BJP in its stride for ensuring welfare of people. 


a dream for them till August 5, 2019. 


tation. He hailed the timely decision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah to 
save the people of Jammu region from the lopsided poli- m 
cies of Kashmiri leaders. He expressed hope that abrogation of these Articles will 
pave way for the development of Jammu region. 
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E STATE TIMES NEWS 
NEW DELHI: Union Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Development of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) and MoS PMO, 
Dr Jitendra Singh said that Jammu 
and Kashmir State financial posi- 

~ tion has improved post-Article 370 
in the last four weeks, contrary to 
the ominous predictions being made 
by the prophets of doom. 

After receiving a 40-minute brief- 
ing from Principal Secretary 
Finance, Government of J&K, Arun 
Kumar Mehta, Dr Jitendra Singh 
said that as the abrogation of Article 
370 will complete four weeks in 
three days from now, he is convinced 
that instead of getting disturbed or 
destabilized, the overall financial 
standing of the State has become 
more stable. x 

In spite of certain restrictions and 
constraints during the last one 
month, he said, there is not a single 
pending payment with the State 


aai 


® Tuesday ® Se 


Principal 


ES i A aes oy i p 
Secretary, Finance, J&K Government, Arun Kum 
on Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh, at New Delhi 


53 


Treasury and all the bills as well as 
GPF and Gratuity payments have 
been made on time, and often more 
promptly than on certain occasions 
in the past. 

Citing figures Dr Jitendra Singh 
said, hehas been conveyed that the 
State Government has spent Rs 


2,500 crore more in the current . 


financial year under Governor's rule, 
compared to the corresponding peri- 


on Monday. 
od of 1st April to 31st August last 
year. 
This, he said, leads to the 


inevitable conclusion that during the 
Governor's rule, particularly during 
the last few months, the mismanage- 
ment of State exchequer has been 
overcome to a large extent, which 
was earlier responsible for frequent 
financial crunch and deficit, , 
In addition to the government plan 
A e D EEA EE AT, 


ar Mehta calling 


parts of the country. 


J&K State financial position improved 


t-Art 370: Dr Jitendra 
re | a 


to provide 50,000 jobs as already 
announced, Mehta also apprised Dr 
Jitendra Singh of certain options to 
generate self-employment without 
much extra financial liability, 

Dr Jitendra Singh informed Mehta 
that an officers' team of Ministry of 
Development of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) will be touring 
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
from the 5th of September and they 
have been advised to interact with 
the concerned departments to work , 
out how best some of the successful 
initiatives of North East can be 
replicated in J&K and Ladakh. i 

In this context, he made a special 
mention of the successful "Rural 
Livelihood Project" and the 
"Venture Fund" for Start-Ups car- | 
ried out in the North East, which £ 
has not only resulted in livelihood 
opportunities for the local youth, 
but has also started attracting | 
young Start-Up groups from other 
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After annulling of Art 370, J&K to prosper, 


Roop Krishan welcomed the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A. He said that this was 
long pending demand of the people as these 
| Articles deprived them of their rights. He said 
that earlier in Jammu and Kashmir the people 
| were living like slaves due to dynasty rule of 
Kashmiri politicians. "Only due to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Jammu people would now get 
opportunities at par with other residents of the 
i H country", he said. He said the scrapping of 
Articlé 370 will lead surplus industrialization in Jammu region thus paving 
way for more jobs for youths. 


| 


į 


mee aa ee 


Chaman Lal Pandit expressed gratitude to the 
BJP government for taking a historical deci- 
sion of abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A. He 
| said that due to wrong policies of Congress, 
| Kashmiri Pandits have been forced to leave the 
Kashmir Valley. He hailed Central 
Government for ending dynasty rule in Jammu 
and Kashmir, He alleged that the politicians of 
Kashmir Valley misused people for their per- 
sonal motives. "Funds meant for the develop- 
ment were looted openly and no development 
was seen in J&K in the last seventy years. 


x aa . ee h + 5 
Entire Kashmiri Pandit community stands with the decision of Narendra 
tiatives for devel- 


Modi and extends full support to him for taking new ini 
opment of new India," he said. 


Shankar Singh Chib JKNPP leader expressed gratitude 
to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for revoking the 
Articles 370 and 35A and assured whole-hearted sup- 
port to the BJP in its stride to ensure welfare of people | 
of the country. He asserted that this controversial | 
Article should have been revoked much earlier as it has |” 
deprived people of Jammu region from the benefits of 
development and industrialization. He said that revok- 
ing of Article 370 will change the destiny of youth of 
Jammu region. He said that this bold decision will go a 
long way for achieving the agenda of development in 
J&K and would be recorded in archives of the history in golden le 


EOE TE 


eople of Jammu in general and Kashmiri Pandit com- 

munity in particular were waiting long for abrogation 

of Article 370 as they wanted complete integration of 
J&K with India, which was not possible earlier due to Article 
370. A number of parliamentary laws and development 
schemes initiated for growth of people remained away from 
J&K due to this contentious Article of the constitution, there- 
by making J&K an under-developed State. Now, after neces- 
sary amendments in Article 370 and repealing of Article 35A, 
people are hopeful that J&K shall also flourish and witness a 


gaan: ti 


progress as never before | 


new dawn of unprecedented development, which they aa 
waiting since decades. 
MAs 


bar s september e STATE TIMES 


Sudhanshu, @ youth said that a new ray of hope 
has emerged among the people of Jammu after the 
abrogation of Article 370 from the Jammu and 
Kashmir. He said that the present ruling govern- |i 
ment at the Centre has taken a bold and coura- 
geous decision by scrapping Articles 370 and 35A. 
He said that the Prime Minister Narendra Modi |f 
and Home Minister Amit Shah have taken care of | 
the pain and sufferings of the people of Jammu 
region by taking this decision. He said scrapping of fidis 
Article 370 would be remembered in the history of a he: 
J&K as landmark decision. Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister for 
scrapping the Article 370, he hoped that the people of Jammu region will now 
get more and more opportunities to prosper and progress. 


Ashok Kumar Ambardar said that the Kashmiri 
Pandits have been living a miserable life for the |} 
last 30 years and the successive governments never 
bothered to take stock of their sufferings. He 
expressed gratitude to Narendra Modi led govern- 
ment at the Centre for repealing the Articles 370 
and 35A. He said, "Kashmiri Pandit community is 
now hopeful of a vivid future of their wards, after 
necessary amendments were made in Article 370 
by the Prime Minister and Home Minister." With 
reorganisation of J&K State, the KP community is MESS 
fecling much more secure, as now the regions would be directly under the 
Centre's administration and is welcoming the decision of Union Government ~ 


terming it as ‘historic’. pers 
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/ | Corporator Dinesh Qupta said that there is a feel- 
ing of celebration among people of Jammu and 
Í Kashmir, as after 70 years they got the freedom 
from the policies of Kashmiri politicians who had 
deprived the people of development just to satiate 
their petty political gains. He asserted that all the 
| credit of abrogation of Article 370 goes to Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi and Home Minister, 
| Amit Shah. He said that common masses of 
Kashmiri Valley are also happy with this move 
and hoped that their wards will also get the bene- 
| fit of central government policies. He also said 
that pensioners of J&K will also get the benefits of abrogation of Articles 
370 and 35A. He said now they have been able to get Rs 3000 per month as 
old-age pension as per the promise of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

"PM has fulfilled his commitment and made the slogan a reality that 'Modi 
Hai Toh Mumkin Hai'," he added. 


Jugal Kishore, a senior citizen welcomed abrogation 
of Articles 370 and 35A. He said that these con- 
| tentious Articles which have caused lot of inconven- 
ience to the people of the region should have been 
eradicated much earlier as these have taken toll of 
| many generations. "People got a sigh of relief after 
| the revocation of these Articles and they are antici- 
pating Achhe Din in the coming times as restric- 
tions imposed by means of these Articles in bringmg 
central schemes’ benefits to State have now been 
1 removed", he said adding that future of the country 
these Articles has opened 
for various communities residing in J&K without 
asserted that the August 5 will be 
Je of J&K and Ladakh. 


atta tin 


. He asserted that the revocation of 


is in safe hands 
` new vistas of opportunities 
‘citizenship ' and other entailing rights. He 
remembered as a landmark date by the peop 


on Art 370 marks end to siphoning 


i 


ime and again people of Jammu were kept 
deprived of the benefits of various development 
initiatives of Union Government, by a handful 
of politicians, for whom their personal motives were 
always at top. Huge funds meant for development of 
people and State were plundered openly under the 


take cognizance of the same. But at last, under the 

stewardship of Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, the 

Union Home Minister, Amit Shah took a significant 
-decision by making necessary amendments in Article 
370 and repealing Article 35A, which would satiate 
aspirations of millions. ; 


as a bright future and 


will prosper now onwards, he said. 
= eee 
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shield of Article 370 in J&K, as there was none to ~ 


Manik Kaul criticized the successive governments of 
J&K for not developing the tourist destinations of 
Jammu and Ladakh regions, besides giving step-moth- 
erly treatment to both regions on all fronts. He said peo- 
ple of J&K and Ladakh are happy with the decision of 
Prime Minister and Home Minister for removing the 
Articles 370 and 35A. He said that the tourism places of 
Jammu were not developed for keeping Kashmir on 
4 front-foot. He said after the reorganization of the J&K 
State into two Union Territories, both the territories will 
be developed with the equal distribution of funds and 
employment opportunities to the youth. JK, as being a 


ea anaes meee 


@ Wednesday ® 


of central funds 


D.K Bhan held ¢ertain Kashmir-based politi- 
cians responsible for the miseries of people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. He said that political 
leaders of Kashmir Valley having vested inter- 
ests have misused the funds received from the 
Central Government. "They swindled the 
money meant for the development of the 
State", he said and added that the youth of 
J&K has been facing joblessness only due to 
dubious character of aforesaid politicians. He 
expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister and 
Home Minister for revoking Articles 370 and 
35A. He said the decision would prove to be a boon for the people of J&K 
State. He said that after repealing of aforesaid Articles of Constitution sev- 
eral issues marring the State have implicitly vanished and a new ray of hope 
has emerged among the people of the State. 


Sangita Gupta expressed gratitude to Prime f 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister } 
Amit Shah for securing the future of chil- 
dren of J&K. She hailed Modi and Shah for 
providing due rights to the daughters of 
J&K, who were deprived earlier. She said 
people of J&K were struggling since long for 
abrogation of Article 370 and now after its 
repealing, entire Jammu, Kashmir and 
Ladakh regions are celebrating the moment. 
She asserted that all residents of Jammu |g 


and Kashmir, irrespective of their caste, & TE 
creed and religion are with the Prime Minister. "It is a historic moment far ~ 


Jammu and Kashmir. Entire population of the State is thankful to Modi 
for fulfilling their long pending demand," she added. 
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| Capt Prithpal Singh, a war veteran who retired in 
1978, said that people of Jammu, Kashmir and 
Ladakh regions would reap benefits of abrogation 
of Articles 370 and 354A. 

"We got real freedom on August 5, 2019 after 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 354A, as earlier we 
were living under slavery of Kashmir centric 
politicians," he said, adding that people of 
Jammu region were the worst sufferers and faced 
wrath of Kashmiri rulers. 

He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah did a remarkable job 
by removing these Articles. He asserted that funds worth erores were sent to 
J&K for development of the State but it is unfortunate that political leaders 
of Kashmir Valley plundered the funds and deprived people of developmen- 
tal benefits. 

He alleged that the Congress Government promoted corruption and nepo- 
tism during its regime across the country. 


rant of special status to Jammu and Kashmir 
as done more harm than any good over the 
' decades. Despite whopping funds, development 
remained a far cry all these years, which eventually 
gave rise to unemployment. The government sector 
has been the only hope for youth, which too has 
. reached a saturation point. There was immense need 
for some revolutionary steps, which stand taken by 
the Centre in terms of Article 370 and Article 35A. 
- With these discriminatory provisions gone, the Union 
‘Territories of Jammu and Kashmir besides Ladakh 
are set to tread the path of overall development, which 
will eventually lead to lot of openings for youth to 
earn their livelihood. 


Ashok Kumar Khajuria, & senior, citizen said that 
people of the entire State are happy with the bold 
and courageous decision: regarding abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A. He said that scrapping ‘of 
these Articles is a big slap on anti-national elements, 
who always misguided youth of the State for their 
personal motives. 

Expressing contentment, he said that removal of 
eontentious Articles will pave way for people of the 
region to enjoy all rights, which they were denied 
earlier. He hoped that the people of J&K will witness 
unprecedented growth and the region will get economic as well as Cena 
boost. "Modi and Shah have created a history which will be remembered for 
times to come,” he added. © : 


~~ 
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Rajeev Charak, State BJP leader, said that long pend- 
ing demand of Ladakh people has been fulfilled with 
carving out of two Union Territories. 

He said that people of J&K will be benefitted by this 
move the most and hoped that after acquiring Union 
Territory status, the youth may not have to move out, as 
corporate sector will have a huge presence in this part of 
the country. "Now funds coming from the Centre would 
be equally distributed between Jammu and Kashmir 
| regions. People of Ladakh would also get their due 
share, which they deserve," he added. 


Fe OE E EE REG EET E A OG PEENE 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


aling of J&K's special status will lead to overall development 
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Vikas Sharma, BJP Refugee Cell leader said 
that entire refugee community is celebrating 
scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A with zeal. 
He said the successive governments, in J&K 
and the Centre, deprived refugees of citizen- 
ship rights besides other job opportunities and 
welfare schemes. He added that West Pakistani 
refugees were deprived of voting and citizen- 
ship rights and always given step-motherly 
treatment by successive governments. He said 
that after repealing of Article 370, youngsters 
of the refugee community can also avail all - 
benefits being provided by the Government of India for its citizens. He 
appealed to the PM Modi and Amit Shah to take all necessary efforts for 
introducing new schemes for welfare of community youth. 


Pooja Kapoor, a resident of Jammu, stated | 
that Prime Minster Narendra Modi has gas 
taken a historic decision by nullifying 
Articles 370, 35A, which had given State 
nothing more than anxiety and poverty. She | 
further said that the dynastie politics has f 
ended with abrogation of above mentioned 
Articles and now the State will witness a new 
era of peace, prosperity and development. 
"Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh regions are 
now free from the discriminatory Article 
370. Since this provision -has been revoked, 
both the regions need investment from leading business players in every 
sector so that employment is generated for local youth and glory of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh is restored with ultra modern amenities and infra- 
structure," she added. 


“Friday september 6, E0 STATE TIMES i 


Re-organisation 


Prof Lalit Magotra, noted poet said that discrim- 
Į ination with people of Jammu will end with the 
reorganization of the erstwhile State into two 
“4 Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh on October 31, 2019. He said the people 
of Jammu have suffered a lot on all fronts, espe- 
cially development, employment, distribution of 
funds, ete. He said with the abrogation of Articles 
370 and 35A the daughters of Jammu and 
Kashmir will also get their due rights. He said the 
people from across the country will come to J&K 
for establishing new ventures which will open new ; 
avenues for the youth of J&K. 

Magotra hailed the bold and courageous decision of the BJP led 
Government at the Centre whereby these controversial articles of the 
Constitution were abrogated. He said people are wholeheartedly supporting 
the Modi Government for its nationalist policies. 


of J&K will end region specific hegemony 


Mk proposed re-organisation of Jammu and 


Inderjeet Kesar, writer and poet, welcomed the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A thus integrat- 
ing fully Jammu and Kashmir with rest of the 
country. He said that Kashmir centric leaders 
never expected these provisions could be revoked in 
such a way. They used the special status as shield } = 
and never projected the sufferings of the people W 
before the Central Government in right perspective, f 
thus forcing the Jammu region to reel under dep- 
rivation and dearth of facilities. He hoped that [i 
with the re-organisation of J&K, Prime Minister- 
Narendra Modi will make all possible efforts to 
bring developmental projects in Jammu at par with rest of the country. ‘He 
expressed gratitude to Modi government for ensuring freedom to people in real 
sense and hoped the Jammu region will get its due as a matter of right. 


Kashmir into two Union Territories is being 
j seen by the Jammu intelligentsia as end to 
region-specific hegemony of over seven decades that 
left a particular segment of the population deprived of 
development and avenues of prosperity. There could 
_ be no better way of course correction than to scrap the 
special status of the State and to re-organise it as per 
urges and aspirations of the exploited people of : 
Jammu and Ladakh regions. 


Suresh, said that Modi Government did a great job 
by serapping Articles 370 and 35A. He said that it 
was a historic blunder which kept Kashmir bleeding 
for 70 years and lakhs of people were deprived of 
their rights. 
~ "Due to Article 370 Kashmiri Hindus were forced 
to leave their homes while thousands of security 
forces personnel were martyred. Today one month 
| has passed when the Article 370 was removed", he 
said adding that it is a correction of historical blun- 
‘| der and the correction was done by none other than 
ve" | | | Prime Minister Narendra Modi who believes in 
Lis oe 44 action rather than words. 
He asserted that Article 370 was like a wall and its benefit was taken only by 
Abdullah and Mufti families, who in turn misled the common people. "Today 
Kashmiris are feeling happy and the proof is that today after 30 days of abrogation 
of Article 370 the Naya Kashmir is fast returning to normalcy, Suresh added. 


Raj Kumar Gupta, President Gau Raksha 
Samiti J&K, welcomed revocation of Articles 
370 and 35A. He said the successive govern- 
ments had kept masses in dark over the issue 
and always misused these provisions to hide 
their misdeeds. He said while major parts of 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh regions are cele- 
brating the abrogation of Article 370, certain 
persons with malafide intentions are still trying 
to vitiate the atmosphere by misguiding the 
gullible population. He said that the State has _ eee | 

suffered a lot, both economically and emotionally, due to exploitation. Now, 
the time has changed and people have understood that violence in no way can 
be the answer to any problem, he said, adding that the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir must be made aware of facts and figures and should be assured that 
the decision will take the region to pinnacles of development. 


| While welcoming the scrapping of Articles 370 and 
| 35A, Sanjeev Jain, a resident of Jammu, said that 
some Kashmiri politicians have misused this contro- 
| versial and temporary provision for their personal 
motives. He said that everything is normal in J&K in 
general and Jammu region in particular with no loss 
S| of life. He said that the administration, working under 
Governor Satya Pal Malik, is playing a vital role in 
5- maintaining law and order in Jammu and Kashmir. 
peo ia He said J&K people have whole-heartedly supported 
scrapping of aforesaid Articles by the BJP Government. "They are hopeful that 


equal rights and opportunities will now be ensured", he said and added that now 
their rights even after marrying 


the daughters of J&K will not have to shun get $ ; 
someone from outside the state. "Soon after reorganisation of J&K, the people 


will get equal rights at par with other citizens of India", he asserted. 
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Seren peered 


Punit Chawla, a trader said that the PM 
Narendra Modi and HM Amit Shah have creat- 
ed history by serapping Articles 370 and 354. 
He said due to this controversial Article, people 
of the State in general and women in particular 
had suffered a lot, as it led to discrimination, | 
adding that Modi Government has taken a wise 
decision, which was need of the hour. He assert- ; 
ed the BJP government at the Centre has taken | 
a remarkable step by abrogating these con- 
tentious Articles of the Constitution and hoped į; 
that with these decisions women of J&K inpar- ~ = 

ticular will get their rights. The historie decision is in the interest of nation, 


he said. 


Amit Sharma, a resident of new Rehari, said that 
the people are proud of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for taking 
the bold step of abrogating Articles 370 and 35A. 
He said that none in the successive governments 
had the courage to remove the controversial 
Article 370. "For the past about seven decades the 
people have suffered a lot due to this controver- 
| sial Article and their grievances remained unad- 
dressed, but now after J&K becoming a UT, they 
are hopeful that all necessary steps would be 
£ peewee taken to mitigate their sufferings besides preserv- 
ing Dogra Culture and heritage," he said, asking people of Jammu and 
Kashmir to strengthen the hands of Prime Minister Narendra Modi by 
extending support to the BJP at grassroots level. 


ot only in development or other important sec- 
tors, Jammu region was always given a second 
consideration, giving priority to valley, by a 
handful of politicians who always worked only to sati- 
ate their aspirations and of their sycophants. The sit- 
uation had become so grim that people were afraid of 
losing their cultural identity and heritage, as valley- 
centered policies were superimposing other regions. 
| But with necessary amendments made in Article 37 0 
and re-organisation of J&K into two Union 
Territories, people are expecting not only huge devel- 
opment but are quite confident regarding preserva- j 


tion of their centuries-old traditions and heritage. 


Aman Sharma, BJP leader said scrapping of [© 
aforesaid Articles has given a big jolt to the | 
Kashmiri politicians who misused their con- f 
stitutional power for looting the wealth of | 
J&K. He hailed the timely decision of Prime | 
Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home | 
Minister Amit Shah to save the people of 

Jammu region from the lopsided policies of | 
Kashmiri leaders. He expressed hope that 


Sushil Sudan, a social activist said, "After reeling 
under years of discrimination and continuous 
rejection by valley-based politicians, people of 
Jammu in general and youth in particular are 
now feeling bit confident as amendment made by 
the Union Government in controversial Article 
370 has invoked a ray of hope for better future 


p eee gn 


Vikrant Kapoor, a social activist said, "In the last 
seventy years, the people of J&K have suffered a lot 


due to this controversial Article and their griev- 
ances remained unaddressed". 


them. He said that Articles 370 and 35A ; ; 
ven con e eae He a tel De eee, OE eae abrogation of these Articles will pave way for | 
were e creation ot p! e penei shall be benefitted the most by scrapping of Article Bat T He aid 
this State for granted and these Articles beneit- naih dinen a E tiahe inion mee ani TE = 
that this bold decision will go a long way for achieving the agenda of devel- 


sector at the hands of Kashmir centric politicians’, 


ted only handful of politicians at the cost of not 
he added. He asked the people of Jammu to extend 


only the poor people of Jammu and Kashmir but 


opment in J&K and would be recorded in archives of the history in golden 
hailed Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and Home Minister, 


letters. He 


» Ai BSS 

the people of whole of the country. He expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister full support to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and ; ave $ 

Narendra Modi for revoking the controversial Articles 370 and 35A, and assured Amit Shah for ensuring development of Jammu Amit Shah for fulfilling aspirations of Jammu people by abrogating {f 
and Kashmir. i Articles 370 and 354. i 


whole-hearted support to BJP in its stride for ensuring 


ing welfare of people. 


G $ s< . 
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Paramjit Choudhary, an entrepreneur appreciat- ; i EES |) Corporator Sanjay Baru said that Article 370 was 
ed efforts of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and he decision with regard to repeal of special s sta- |) a blunder, which deprived the people of Jammu on 


Home Minister Amit Shah for freeing the people tus to Jammu and Kashmir is trending on | various fronts. He said that due to this controver- 
of Jammu from hegemony of Kashmir-centric 3 Q ` g : $ |) sial Article, 73rd and 74th amendments were not 
politicians. He said that scrapping of Article 370 social media as also in public 2 discourse. In implemented in Jammu and Kashmir, He termed 
was a big slap on the faces of such politicians, Jammu and Ladakh the people are rejoicing and cele- |) the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A as bold and 


who misguided Kashmiris for their personal | brating their freedom from the hegemony of Kashmir — commendable step of the present government in 
motives. He hoped that after becoming a Union comparison to all previous governments. He said 


Territory, Jammu and Kashmir will have a bright || Centric political leadership, which used Article 370 |) Prime Minister Narendra Modi has duly acknowl- 


ae with ae ee ample scope to prosper || and Article 35A to protect their political fortunes by |] edged the aspirations of the people of the country 

and live a contended life. eae : : ‘/) who had reposed their full faith on him for scrap- 

"Now funds coming from the Centre would be blackmailing the Centre from time to time. Repeal of || ping these Article. He said Article 370 has been 

ae tibud preen pi an E ep aane Noy people a + various provisos of the Constitution have come as a || misused by the leaders of Kashmir and had created a spirit of separatism and sense 
adakh would also get t heir due share, which they ¢ eserve," he anticipated. : : : {| ofalenation and never allowed the emotional integration of Kashmir with rest of the 

He urged people of Jammu and Kashmir to support Narendra Modi-led’ | breather to the marginalized and exploited segments | country. Describing the scrapping of Article 370 as historic step, Baru said that this 

Government at the Centre for ensuring development and progress of the of the population of erstwhile State. bold decision is a true tribute to late Pandit Prem Nath Dogra and all other leaders 

country. aS Zig TREERE a sees | who fought for Ek Pradhan, Ek Vidhan, Ek Nishan and sacrificed their lives. 


Kapil Kapoor President Photographers Union, ||’ Se 2? Social activist Deepak Kumar, welcomed abrogation of Madhur Arora, a businessman hailed the coura- 
J u P congratulated the people of J&K ie he Fd Articles 370 and 35A, saying these were the curse for the geous decision taken by Prime Minister 


over scrapping of Articles, 370 and 35A and said the 
whole country had waited for over 70 years for this 
moment, "Jammu and Kashmir has fully integrated 
with India and the historic decision of the Centre will 
further cement its relation with the erstwhile State, 
now two Union Territories. 
| “People of Jammu and Kashmir are feeling sense of 
E | freedom from of Kashmiri rulers after seven decades. 
Peoples are ne independence from the slavery of corrupt politicians of the 


people of J&K who got nothing but deprivation and subju- 
gation at the hands of politicians with vested interest. 


He said political leaders in Kashmir who had been spread- 


ing lies, hatred and indulging in divisive politics must rec- 
oncile to the fact and try to do- mainstream polities for the 


| simple reason that they stand rejected by progressive peo- 


ple of Kashmir as well. He said time has come to move on 
and decide about strengthening economy of new UTs now. 
He said history has been made by ending special status of 
the erstwhile state, which \ has ended discrimination or one- 


Narendra Modi by abrogating Articles 370 and 
35A. He said earlier there was no future for 
youth in the State but after scrapping of Article 
370, it is likely that new avenues will be created 
for youth to prosper and progress. He added that 
Article 370 was the biggest blunder and mistake 
of the past which has been corrected now after 70 
years by the Modi Government. He said entire 
India is rejoicing the moment, as Jammu and 


Kashmir Valley," Kapoor said. Ania at of one region over the other two. He said thatwith abrogation of Artàe3sA || Kashmir will also move ahead on the path of development under the leadership 
He added that the people of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh are whole-hear justice has been done with women whose state subjects used to be cancelled after mar: || of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He appealed to the PM not to forget the peo- 


welcoming scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A and 
new era of development at the earliest. 
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d hoped that they will witness riage and Ladakh has been given its due share. ple of Jammu region while drawing the development profile for the region. 


Scrapping Art 370 Govt’s major 


achievement in 100 days 


m STATE TIMES NEWS 
NEW DELHI: The abroga- 
tion of Jammu and 
Kashmir's special status, 
criminalisation of instant 
triple talaq and amendment 
in a law to allow an individual 
to be designated as ‘terrorist’ 
were some of the major deci- 
sions taken by the Modi gov- 
ernment in its first 100 days, 
Union minister Prakash 
Javadekar said on Sunday. 

As the government com- 
pleted 100 days in office in 
its second consecutive term, 
the minister also allayed 
fears of a slowdown, saying 
the fundamentals of the 
Indian economy are strong 
and there is no "panic situa- 
tion" in the country. 

He said that sometimes 
slowdown is , 2 "eyclical 
process” and such a patch 
will not hurt the country’s 
progress. 

While Javadekar addressed 
a press conference here and 
released a booklet on the gov- 
ernment's achievements, 
at Oo. eee ott E 


~ 


DECISIVE ACTIONS 


vt 


: N aa T BN i 
Union Minister, Prakash Javadekar addressing press conference 


on completion of 100 days of government in New Delhi. 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi talked about his gov- 
ernment's works at a rally in 
Haryana's Rohtak. 

But the Congress launched 
an all-out attack on the gov- 
ernment, alleging that there 
had been "no development". 
Taking a dig at the Modi gov- 
ernment, Congress leader . 
Rahul Gandhi “congratulat- 
ed" it on 100 days of "no 


development". 
"Congratulations to the 
Modi govt on 


#100DaysNoVikas, the con- 


tinued subversion of democ- 


racy, a firmer stranglehold on 
a submissive media to drown 
out criticism and a glaring 
lack of leadership, direction 
and plans where it's needed 
the most -- to turnaround our 
ravaged economy,’ he tweet- 


s Javadekar 


ed. 
Congress general secretary 


Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said . 


the Modi government is 
"mum" after "ruining .the 
economy" and alleged it is 
trying to hide the grim situa- 
tion in the country. 

When asked about the crit- 
icism, Javadekar hit out at 
Rahul Gandhi, saying "those 
who are’ not to be seen in 90 
out of 100 days, how can I 
react on their comment." 

He said the world knows 


whether the government 
worked. x 
The prime minister's 


Independence Day speech, 
his speech to the Motion of 
Thanks to the President's 
Address in Parliament, laws 
which have been passed, the 


way things have changed:and ' 


decisions implemented show 
the government's positive 
intent. 

"This speed, the Congress 
had never witnessed. 
Therefore, I don't have 
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of abrogating Artic 


Dev Anand Gill, President All J&K Dalit Samaj 
said the members of Valmiki community had suf- 
fered a lot due to Article 370. 

While appreciating the decision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah 
for abrogation of Articles 370 and 354A, Gill said 


| that Valimiki community has served the people of 
F] Jammu with a sense of commitment during the 


past over six decades. "The community is feeling 
elated over the decision of ending the special sta- 
tus, which had become a source of their depriva- 
-tion". He added that with the landmark decision 


les 370 and 35A they feel empowered. 


Gill appealed to the Governor Satya Pal Malik to announce holiday on 
Valmiki Jayanti so that the community celebrates the occasion with utmost 


fervour, 


ments. He hoped that removal of Article 370 will bring investment 
opment in Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. 
Kerni asked people of Jammu and Kashmir 


Sumit Kerni said that Modi government did an 
incredible job by scrapping Articles 370 and 35A. 
He said the people of Jammu region have been suf- 
fering due to the Kashmir-centrie policies of sueces- 
sive governments for the past seven decades. He 
said that a new ray of hope has emerged among the 
people of Jammu after the abrogation of Article 
370 . The people “are confident that the Jammu 


region would get its due share as earlier the same 


was diverted to Kashmir by the successive govern- 
and devel- 


ir to strengthen the hands of 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi by extending support to the BJP at grass- 


roots level. He said the initiative taken by the Prime M 


Jinister for repealing 


these Articles will be remembered for a long time. 
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he Jammu region is brimming with hope of better 
days to come after abrogation of the contentious 


provisions of Article 370, as also Article 35A. They — 


feel that these provisions had deprived this region in gen- 


i 
i 


A 


4 


eral and the women of the entire erstwhile State in partic- ` 


_ ular of their legitimate rights. The vested interests in the 
political system had used these provisions to their advan- 
tage and for the benefit of a particular segment of the — 
society, which was a constant source of irritation for the 


people of Jammu and/Ladakh regions. Now hope has 


_ taken over the despair and deprivation. 


PEE ens a A To ae 


Raghav Mahajan, General Secretary Bahu Fort 

Development Committee (BFDC) wholeheartedly wel- 

comed the decision of repealing Articles 370 and 35A, say- 

ing due to these anomalies the State has remained under- 

developed and people were forced to run from post to pillar 

for employment, medical and educational facilities, and 

other purposes. With Article 370 gone, the people of 

Jammu are hopeful that the move will usher a new era here. 

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister for scrapping 

Article 370, he hoped that the people of Jammu region will 

now get more opportunities to prosper and progress. He 

also urged upon the government to lift ban on mobile inter- 

net services in Jammu region so that students as well as business community may not 

suffer. He further appealed to the government to clear chaos among the employees fra- 
ternity with the re-organisation of J &K. 
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Article 370 as landmark decision in the history of | 
J&K and said that the present government at the 
Centre has taken a bold and courageous decision | 
by doing away with the temporary proviso of the 
Constitution. 
Kumar sought intervention of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in the enactment of a domicile law 
for Jammu and Kashmir to protect the interests of 
Jammu people in general and educated unem- 
ployed youth in particular. "A domicile law needs to 
be enacted so that outsiders could be barred from 
participating in selections for government jobs and from buying lands and other 
properties of poor through distress sales, While the revocation of the pernicious 
separatist clause in the Constitution is being widely appreciated, the civil society 
and educated youth have bonafide apprehensions which need to be addressed in the 
larger interests of the general masses’, he added. 


+ 

Munish Raja, a resident, said the people of 

Jammu were waiting long for abrogation of 

Article 370. The parliamentary laws and central- 
. ly sponsored schemes initiated for overall-growth 

and welfare of the people remained distant from 

J&K due to this contentious constitutional provi- 

sion, thereby making J&K an under-developed 

State. After repealing of Articles 370 and 354 

the people are hopeful that J&K shall flourish Wray 
and witness a new era of development, which they 3 ~ ; 1 | 
were longing for decades. He hoped the change T Se 
will relieve the people from the dynastic rule of a few Kashmiri families. "Only 
due to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah, Jammu 
people would now get.opportunities at par with other citizens of the country”, he 
said. 


J 
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Abrogation of Art 370 provisions 


Anil Sharma, President All J&K Panchayat 
Conference blamed the successive governments f 


Rakesh Sharma, a resident of Jammu said that 5 he TRN elming maj ority of ay Ssl in | 


repeal of the provisions of Article 370 was the 


long pending demand of the Jammu people, who Jammu and Ladakh are ‘elated over the scrap- at the Centre for failing to remove controversial 
j were deprived of their due-share in various | _ : £ : ere £ Article 370 provisos of Article 370. He appreciated the Modi 
| spheres while Kashmiri politicians looted the 4 ‘ping of various provisions 0 1016 ? government for its incredible decision to scrap 


this Article. "By scrapping Articles 370 and 35A, f 
the role of mediators between J&K and New | 
Delhi has been culminated and now the Jammu f 
region will see a new era of development as the f 
funds released from the Centre will directly | 
reach this region without any hindrance, he said, 
expressing gratitude towards Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for revoking Articles 370 and 
35A, saying the decision would prove to be a boon for the people of J&K. He 
hoped that all necessary measures would be taken to ensure that centrally spon- 
sored welfare schemes provide significant bounty to people of this region. 


_ Article 35A and reorganisation of the State into two 
Union Territories. They believe that the initiative will 
_ prove a game-changer for youth with big investments 
coming for setting up of industries and rejuvenating 

adding | corporate sector that may eventually lead to adequate 
it yonthof Janana vil also get enorme avons reorit | Opportunities of jobs for educated unemployed, skilled 


measures to address unemployment and other issues which the people of and unskilled work-force. 
Jammu are facing for the past seventy years due to Kashmir-centrie policies | : 
of the political executives. 2 


wealth unabatedly. He said the initiative will aug- 
ment industrialisation in the region thus creating 
d ample avenues for youth in terms of jobs and 
entrepreneurship. 


f ; "Now after repealing of Article 370, the people 
hi: are hopeful of a new-era, as huge development is 
LENTE j expected to take place in J&K", he said, adding 


Adithya Randhawa, a student said that the historical 
decision of revocation of Articles 370 and 354A, and re- 
organisation of Jammu and Kashmir into Union 
| Territories of J&K and Ladakh is truly a game-changer 
| for the people, especially the youth, who are grappling 
with unemployment due to absence of big industries and 
Į multinational business houses. He termed revoking of 
| these contentious Articles of Constitution as 'good sign' 
| for youngesters of J&K and hoped that now, various 
multinational-companies will set-up their units in 
Jammu and Kashmir thus tackling joblessness in a big 
Ss way. He said that revocation of Article 370 has cropped 

up feeling of contentment among people as they are sensing that opportunities are 
knocking their doors. This momentous decision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led 
Government at the Centre would surely prove to be a boon for youth of Jammu and 
Kashmir and people should thank him for this gutsy and noble gesture, he asserted. 


Vishal Gupta, a youth hailed the efforts of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and expressed 
gratitude to the Government of India for end- 
ing more than seventy-year domination of 
Kashmiri politicians in Jammu region by 
repealing Article 370. He termed these provi- 
sos as a political gimmick of Kashmiri politi- 
cians, who used them only for personal 
motives. He said repealing of special status will |_ 
pave way for benefits to various sections of 
society comprising Gorkha, Valimiki and 
refugee communities living in Jammu and Kashmir. He asserted that due to 
Article 370, people of Jammu and Kashmir were deprived of their basic rights. 
He hailed Prime Minister Narendra Modi for providing full rights to the peo- 
ple of J&K at par with other citizens of India. 


Rajesh Gupta, an employee while welcoming the 
decision of scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A, 
emphasized that each section of society will be ben- 
efitted with the move. He said these provisions | 
should have been scrapped much earlier. “The 
Kashmir centric politicians have misused Article 
370 and misguided people of the Valley particularly 


the youth by instigating them to indulge in stone 
i -national activities,” he said and 


thanked Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister, Amit Shah for satiating aspirations of the 
Jammu people, who faced discrimination by successive governments in every 
sector. He said the common man of Jammu has got nothing with this artoa 
except step-motherly treatment in every feld including education and employ- 


ment in government sector. 


pelting or other anti 
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Sangrezi, a student said that the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A will bring new avenues and 
employment opportunities in Jammu and 
Kashmir, He said people are wholeheartedly sup- 
porting the Narendra Modi government for its 
nationalist policies and hoped that after acquir- 
ing the Union Territory status, the youth of 
Jammu and Kashmir will not have to move out 
as whole lot of businesses and industries will be 
established here and joblessness shall be tackled 
effectively. 

He said the obstacles in the way of their growth 
have been removed and the youth are all set to get benefitted by opportunities 
knocking at their doors. 

He asserted that the Central Government should initiate necessary steps for 
development of Jammu region. 


Shilpa, a resident of Jammu exuded confidence 
that abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A will 
resolve the unemployment crisis in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

She asserted that the successive governments had 
miserably failed to generate employment opportu- 
nities in J&K due to which some of the youth were 
indulging in anti-social activities. 

| "The successive governments in J&K gave step- 
motherly treatment to the Jammu people and 
i Ñ never projected their problems before concerned 
A 4} quarters at the Centre. The scrapping of Article 


eh See 3 


he youth of the Jammu region is elated over 
reorganisation of the erstwhile State of Jammu 
and Kashmir into two Union Territories. Apart 
from ending psychological barriers, the move is going : 
to end the sense of discrimination and deprivation — 
among Jammuites, especially after revocation of | 
Articles 370 and 35A. The youth are confident that 
ample avenues of employment would be available to | 
them with influx of investment and setting up of 
industries, as also big businesses. 


|i Ran 
Taa 


Bie, | 
370 was need of the hour", she said adding it will change the destiny of 
nationalists residing in Jammu and Kashmir. 

She expressed gratitude to the Modi government for giving them freedom in 
real sense and hoped the people of Jammu region will get their due share 


soon. 


Jitendra Kumar said that Article 370 had 
deprived the residents of J&K of various rights 
as citizens of India but with removal of this | 
controversial Article, people can now enjoy all 
rights like other people across the country. He 
maintained that entire country has witnessed 
huge development since independence but peo- 
ple in J&K were deprived of the same due to 
Article 370. "Now after repealing of Article 
370, the people of Jammu are hopeful of a 
new-era, as huge development will take place in © < Se E 
J&K", Kumar said, adding that unemployed youth of Jammu will also get 
employment avenues after re-organisation of the erstwhile state. He urged 
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi to take adequate measures to resolve unem- 
ployment in Jammu and Kashmir. 


Satvir Singh, a businessman termed the abrogation ‘of 
Articles 370 and 35A as correction of historical blunder. 
He said that the correction was done by none other than 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who believes in action 
rather than words. He said the successive governments 
had kept masses in dark over the issue and always mis- ` 
used the provisions of Articles 370 and 35A to hide their 
» | misdeeds. He said while a better part of Jammu, 
T} Kashmir and Ladakh regions are celebrating the abroga- 
| tion of Article 370, certain persons with malafide inten- 
tions are still trying to vitiate the atmosphere by misguid- 
z ing the gullible population. He hoped that with the re- 
organisation of J&K, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will make all possible efforts to 
bring developmental projects in Jammu at par with rest of the country. He expressed 
gratitude to Modi government for ensuring freedom to people in real sense and hoped 
that Jammu region will get its due share soon. à 


Ragini Sharma, a scholar of University of Jammu, 
termed the abrogation of Article 370 as a boon for 
youth of J&K and Ladakh. She asserted that earli- 
er, the future of J&K's youth was bleak but after this 
historie move of Modi-led NDA Government at the 
Centre a new hope has rekindled among the young--. 
sters that they shall now have bright prospects in 
Sees the two new Union Territories. She said that after 
She} scrapping of this controversial Article, a new era of 
> development will be seen in Jammu. She said that 
° — Jammu region would get its due share as earlier the 
same was diverted to other regions by the suecessive governments. ae 
tioned that all married women of Jammu and Kashmir would also get oe ue 
share, which they were denied earlier. J&K being a mon Territory has a 
bright future and will prosper now onwards, she anticipated. 


CNSA, t 
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ile the support base for Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the issue of abrogation of 

Article 370 is growing across the Jammu 

region, as elsewhere in the country, the people are 
realizing how adversely this provision has obstructed 
the growth and development in Jammu and Kashmir 
during the past nearly seven decades. The youth in 
particular are jubilant over the prospect of big indus- 
try and corporate sector making way to the two Union 


Dr Pradeep, BJP leader said that the istorical 
blunder has been rectified with the strong deci- 
sion by the Prime Minister, who has impressed 
the world with his leadership qualities and deci- 
sive leadership, He said the abrogation of Articles 
370 and 35A is a timely decision of the Central 
Government. He said that present BJP govern- 
ment has, in right perspective, understood the 
feelings of the people of Jammu region whieh the 
earlier dispensations never bothered to under- 
stand. 

i D He also said that the successive governments 
never projected the sufferings of the people of this mountainous region 
before the Central Government thus forcing people to reel under deprivation 
and dearth of facilities. He expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for fulfilling aspirations of Jammu by 
scrapping Articles 370 and 35A. 


Anshu Sharma, college student, .exuded confidence 
that abrogation of Articles 370 and 385A will open up - 
new vistas of opportunities for the youth of Jammu. 
So far they were getting step motherly treatment in 
employment as well as educational sectors. He said 
the barrier of Article 370 has been removed which 
had emotionally and psychologically created fissures 
between Jammu and Kashmir and rest of the coun- 
try. He hoped that this significant decision taken by 
Union Government will open new horizons for the 
younger generations, which were mere a dream for 


Kashmir-centric politicians have exploited the 


garb of Articles 370 and 35A. He said the peo- 
ple of the Kashmir Valley too are happy with 


a huge obstacle in the path of development. He 
said youth of J&K were forced to move towards 
metro cities in search of their livelihood. He 
said with the abrogation of these articles people 
of J&K will see new era of development with the 
reorganization of the State. He emphasized 


country. 


J.P Sharma, social activist welcomed the abro- 
gation of Articles 370 saying this was detri- 
mental to the overall interests of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. He hoped that the 
scrapping of this provision will pave way for 
the people of this region to enjoy all the rights 
which they were denied earlier. 

"Now funds coming from the Centre would be 
equally distributed between Jammu and 
Kashmir regions," he said and exuded confi- 
dence that people of Jammu region will witness 


Naveen Sharma, a J&K youth working in Corporate 
Sector at Greator Noida said that the common masses 
have whole-heartedly supported the move of Modi govern- 
ment for repealing of this controversial law. 

He said that Kashmiri politicians have misused the provi- 
sions of Articles 370 and hoped that removal of the spe- 
cial status will bring investment and development in the 
upcoming two Union Territories. 

He said abrogation of aforesaid Article is beginning of the 
rising of 'New Jammu and Kashmir’, where everyone can 
enjoy rights without any fear or discrimination. He said 
à = that Modi government has launched welfare policies for 
the weaker sections of society and hoped that the poor segments of Jammu and 
Kashmir will get the benefit of centrally sponsored schemes. 


them till date. He said now the opportunities would be available to them at par EEN 


with the country. He appealed to the youth to come forward and take benefit 
of the schemes launched by the Modi government for welfare of people of he 


country. 


should be from the Jammu region. 
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Advocate Bindu Sar Abrol said that the aay 


people for their personal motives under the 


the abrogation of Article 370, as this has been ff 


that Modi government has taken a wise decision by abrogating the Articles 
370 and 35A. He appealed to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to make all pos- 
sible efforts to bring developmental projects in Jammu at par with rest of the 


unprecedented growth and the region will get economic as well as educational 


Sharma on behalf of Jammu people hoped that this time the Chief Minister 


Balbir Ram Rattan, BJP leader said that people 
of Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh welcomed abro- 
gation of ‘Articles 370 and 35A. He said that 
these articles had not given any benefit to com- 
jj) mon masses. He termed these articles as a politi- 
cal gimmick of Kashmiri politicians, who used 
them only for personal motives. He said that 
removal of Articles 370 and 35A would stop 
black-mailing of Kashmiri politicians. He hoped 
i] that after acquiring the Union Territory status, 
@ the youth of J&K and Ladakh will not have to 
= move out as new universities and colleges will be 
established here and joblessness shall be tackled effectively. He expressed 
gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for. revoking Articles 370 and 
35A and hoped that the people of the State will be benefitted a lot with this 
step of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 


Tarsem Manhas, State President of Veterans India 
has come out in favour of the Union Government's 
decision on abrogation of Article 370, which granted 
special status to the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 
"I have always believed that Article 370 should be 
abolished. Its existence resulted into unfortunate 
politicisation of Kashmir issue. It is a strong move 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah to abrogate Article 370. This 
ensured that Jammu and Kashmir enters the Indian 
mainstream and become eligible for getting Centre's Support to lead on devel- 
opment front," Manhas said. 

"Revoking Article 370 will be remembered forever in the annals of history as 
a historic moment. It's a bold decision by a bold and visionary Prime Minister. 
Every citizen of India is proud. Every citizen of Jammu and Kashmir will reap 


benefits of this in the next 10 years,” Manhas added. 


eeling under years of discrimination by valley-centric 
oliticians, who always fooled people for their person- 
motives, Jammu people always remained at the 
mercy of the God, as none from the successive state govern- 
ments projected their aspirations in proper way. Jammu — 
was always treated as a second option as Valley was always 
preferred in development initiatives or while getting central 
packages meant for overall development of J&K. The situa- 
tion worsened to the level that Jammu youth started migrat- 
ing to other cities in search of livelihood. Coming out as a sil- 


_ PM Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah regard- 
_ ing abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A provided much-need- 


part of J &K and there is still : a lot for them i in store. 


MLC Romesh Arora said that the abrogation of Articles 
| 370 and 35A will give equal rights to various communities 
residing in J&K for last six to seven decades as earlier they 
were deprived of their basic rights. He said that common 
man will come to the mainstream and reap the benefits of 
various schemes. He said that future of Jammu people is 
bright after abrogation of Articles 370 and 85A. "I whole- 
heartedly welcome the decision of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. The scrapping of aforesaid Articles will provide new 
avenues of employment to jobless and help the region to 
reach the pinnacle of peace and prosperity," he said. 
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ver lining to dark cloud, the significant decision taken by the © 


{| ed hope to Jammu people that they are also a significant — 


MLC Vikram Randhawa said that the Prime 
minister and Home Minister had given freedom 
to the people of J&K from clutches of Kashmiri 
politicians. | 

He said that the demand of UT was pending for 
the last 70 years which has been fulfilled only 
after the bold and courageous decision of Modi 
and Shah. 

He said that dearth of educational and employ- 
ment opportunities in J&K forced local youth to 
-Migrate to the other parts of the country in 
search of their livelihood. ~ 
"Modi and Shah have created a history which will be remembered for times to 
come. Such step will provide a bright future to youth of Jammu and Kashmir 
with upcoming industrialisation with several opportunities," he added. 


Deepshikha Sharma, expressed gratitude to 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for giving 
freedom to people of J&K from the Kashmir- | 
centric politicians. He said that the politicians | 
of Kashmir Valley have misused these Articles 
by depriving people of J&K from enjoying the 
fruits of development. She asserted said that 
the abrogation of aforesaid Articles has 
brought a ray of hope among the people of | 
J&K. She said that earlier the women of J&K aie 
were deprived of their rights after getting mar- —iaaen , 
ried to someone from outside the State but after scrapping of these contentious 
Articles, the women of J&K will get their due share. She added that none in 
the successive governments had the courage to remove this controversial 

Article. She asked people of J&K to strengthen the hands of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi by extending support to the BJP at grassroots level. 


Suraj Sharma, President Trikuta Shopping | 
Complex Jammu, termed the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A as the need of hour. He 
said that the people of Jammu and Kashmir as 
well as Ladakh have got freedom from Kashmir- 
centric policies. He further said that it should 
have been repealed much earlier as none was 
benefitted by Article 370. He appealed to the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take stock of 
the grievances of Jammu traders who are hope- 
ful of new opportunities with implementation of 
Central laws in Jammu and Kashmir after re- ss — = 
organisation of the State. He said that this bold decision will go a long way in 
i achieving the agenda of development and would be recorded in archives of the 
history in golden letters. 


Ankush Sharma, businessman expressed grati- 
tude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah for taking a histori- 
cal decision to scrap Articles 370 and 35A from 
Jammu and Kashmir. He said the Valley centric 
leaders misused these constitutional provisions 
for amassing wealth by fiddling with the funds 
meant for development. 

He said that after abrogation of Article 370, 


he abrogation of various provisions of Article 370 has 
rekindled a new hope among people, especially those 
in Jammu and Ladakh region that have been at the 
receiving end over the decades. This special status had given 
rise to the element of discrimination, as Kashmir centric 
political leadership kept polarizing the situation by denying 
young people of Jammu and Kashmir would the people of the two regions their due share in development 
have a bright future with plenty of openings in and employment. Now that the discrepancy has been set ` 


- - big business houses available to them. He | s i ‘ > 
hoped that people of J&K would witness a new era of development in right, people of the. entire Jammu and Kashmir besides 
coming future. "Now, after scrapping of these Articles of Constitution, 
we are hopeful of a happy and prosperous future for our children," he 


observed. 


Shiv Dutt Sharma, VHP leader said the Prime f 
Minister has taken a wise decision by scrap- | 
ping Articles 370 and 35A. He said the sepa- | 
ratist movement in Kashmir Valley had over- | 
powered successive governments with their | 
anti-national activities. He said that repealing } 
of Articles 370 and 35A is a major setback to | 
those Kashmiri leaders, who have looted the f 
state exchequer. He said that people of J&K b 4 

were also against “Iwo Flags and Two PON 

Constitutions' in J&K. He said Hindus and oe T 

Muslims both wholeheartedly support PM Modi and Amit Shah for the bold 
decision and hope that this will bring new era of development in this part of the 


country. 


West said that after spending long years in exile and lead- 
ing miserable lives in various tenements and camps, mem- 
bers of various communities are now hopeful of a vivid 


Rahul Sharma, businessman said the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A was the only solution to solve 
numerous problems especially unemployment crisis 
in Jammu and Kashmir. He said that unemploy- 
ment is a manufactured reality and sole by-product 
of an incapacitated policymaking. Jammu and 
Kashmir Government failed to fill vacant posts in 
Fi the State departments, despite J&K having highest 


: see he 
ber of unemployment ratio m the country, 
Boe ; in J&K remained 


said. Ironically, government jobs i eras 
th given political uncertainties and ack o! priva 
A certs aa tha f these articles will bring new 


investment in the State. He said that repealing © ; 4 
vistas of employment. He further urged the government to take serious meas 


ures for tackling drug menace. 


*| Prime Minister and Home Minister. He asserted that this 

decision has brought a ray of hope among people of Jammu 

P| as well as members of various communities including 

refugees, Valmikis and Gorkhas, who were earlier deprived 

of their basic rights due to Article 370. , 

pe 3 Mahajan asserted that with the reorganisation of J&K 

State into two Union Territories, the members of these communities are feeling much ` 
more secure, as now the regions would be directly under the Centre's administration. 

People are welcoming the decision of Union Government, terming it as ‘historic’, he 

added. i A 
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Sanjay Gupta, businessman, said that the coun- 
try is always on the top priority for the people of 
| Jammu. He said that Prime Minister and Home 
| Minister took a wise decision by lifting the con- 
| troversial Articles 370 and 35A from J&K. He 
| asked the people of Jammu and Kashmir to 
strengthen the hands of Prime Minister 
| Narendra Modi who is working for the welfare of 
| people of the country and the lifting of Articles 
will bring the people of J&K at par with the cit- 
izens of the country. 
He asserted that the people are confident that 


the Jammu region would get its due share as earlier the same was diverted 
to Kashmir by the successive governments. He hoped that removal of Article 


370 will bring investment and development in Jammu and Kashmir, and 


Kamlesh Kumar (Amit), BJP District Jammu 
Treasurer welcomed the abrogation of Articles 370 
| and 35A. He said that the BJP government at the 
Centre did an unbelievable work by scrapping 
| Articles 370 and 35A. He said the people of Jammu 
| region h: 
| tric policies of successive governments for the past 
| seven decades. He said that a new ray of hope has 
| emerged among the people of Jammu after the abro- 


a. A 
Lai = gation of Article 370. He hoped that removal of 


Article 370 will bring 


and Ladakh. "The people are confident that t 
due share as earlier the same was diverted 
ernments,” he added. ‘ 


i t and deve 7 
PE he Jammu region would get its 


to Kashmir by the successive gov- 


ave been suffering due to the Kashmir-cen- 


lopment in Jammu and Kashmir, 
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pe has taken over despair 
Jammu and Kashmir after revocation of the tempo- 


ary provision of Article 370 with people looking | 
towards new vistas of opportunities in development, employ- | 
ment and fulfillment of aspirations. Jammu region is partic- — 
ularly jubilant over the dream coming true about total inte- ; 
gration of the erstwhile Dogra State with Indian domain 


that is bound to have positive impact on the psyche of the 


people, who suffered deprivation at the hands of Kashmir | 
centric political class over the years. They are not expecting ! 
any special treatment or privileges but hope to get their due 
as equal partners in the rechristened Union Territory. 


= pe aa tare A 


Vivek Bangwal, a social activist said that the majority of the 

people in J&K State are elated over the scrapping of various 

provisions of Article 370, Article 35A and reorganization of 

the State into two Union Territories. He said the initiative will 

augment industrialization in the region thus creating ample 

avenues for youth in terms of jobs and entrepreneurship. He 

said the common man of Jammu has got nothing with this 

Article except step-motherly treatment in every sector 

whether education or employment in government sector. He 

é expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Home Minister Amit Shah for reyoking Articles 370 and 354, saying the decision would 
prove to be a boon for the people of J&K. 
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Appreciating the decision of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah 
for abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, Vani | 
Kapoor, a housewife emphasized that the women | 
will get most out of it. 

She said that earlier the daughters of J&K mar- 
ried outside the J&K were deprived of several | ~ 
rights. "Now after the abrogation of Article 370, | 
women of J&K are feeling elated as they shall f 
now enjoy equal status at par with other women } 
living across the length and breadth of the coun- 
try," she added. f > 


Vani asserted that only due to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
-Minister Amit Shah, Jammu people would now get opportunities at par with 


other citizens of the country. . 


Expressing gratitude towards Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for taking care of aspirations of Jammu 
people by repealing Article 370,. Vikrant 
Kapoor, President Hindustan Shiv Sena said 
that at last someone kept his words and ful- 
filled the promise made with Jammu people, 
who were earlier deceived by all successive 
Governments over the issue. Jammu region 
was always discriminated by a hand-full of 
political leaders, for whom Valley and personal Fé 


interests were always supreme. Now with the reorganisation of J&K into two 
Union Territories, J&K and Ladakh, people are hopeful that Jammu will wit- 


ness a new era of unprecedented development and progress. 
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ermed as a bridge between J&K and Union of India by — 
some valley-based political leaders, the contentious 

Article 370, in reality, was a wall that kept development 
and prosperity away from J&K. This temporary provision of © 
the constitution was tactfully used by the self-centered leaders 
for befooling gullible people besides acquiring huge wealth by | 
open loot of public exchequer, as there was no check due to — 
Article 370. Now after necessary amendments in Article 370 — 
and abrogation of Article 35A, people are confident that J&K 


_ will leap forward on path of development like other States as 
the funds meant for people will be used for people. 


SAT aE TESA AY 


Dolly Chandhoke, a school teacher | 
hailed the bold decision of Prime fj 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home | 
Minister and BJP National President | 
Amit Shah to abrogate notorious 
Articles 370 and 35A. She said that the 
people of Jammu region living in J&K 
bore the brunt of aforesaid Articles for 
decades together resulting in halt of }y 
desired progress of the people. She ae 
blamed the Congress, NC, PDP and other Valley based parties 
for the continued mischief leading to the continued neglect of the 
region and its people. She made a fervent appeal to the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for the quick implementation of all laws 
favouring the common’ masses in the newly created Union 
Territories of Jammu & Kashmir, and Ladakh. 


Maninder Kour, a 
University student hailed 
the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for: taking 
the most righteous course 
for clearing the seven 
decades old misunderstand- 
ing, which people through- 
out the world were carrying 
along about the State of 
ps Jammu and Kashmir. An 
oe # error which crept in the 
Constitution of India was rectified with the abrogation 
of Art 370. Pakistan has no right to raise its voice in 
this matter, she said. 

"Pakistan's making noise against eroding or inelud- 
ing any clause by India in its own constitution, has-no 
bearing at all. Pakistan has no right to stage its claim 
regarding Jammu and Kashmir. 

Itis taking the benefit of the leniency and merciful- 
ness of some Indian leaders who allowed Pakistan to 
have some portion of Jammu and Kashmir by unilater- 
ally issuing ceasefire in 1947, which now need to be 
rectified", she said. 

"Let it be made fully clear to Pakistan that State of 
Jammu and Kashmir right up to Gilgit was owned by 
Maharaja Hari Singh and he, out of his own will and 
wish handed it over to India through an instrument of 
accession in 1947. Pak should not forget that are 
gally occupied portion of Jammu and Kashmir lawtu'- 


ae 
Om Parkash Gupta, trader said that Best 
Article 370 had contributed nothing | f 
for the development of Jammu region. | 
The Kashmir centric politicians have 
misused Article 370 and misguided 
people of the Valley, particularly youth 
by instigating them to indulge in stone if 
pelting or other anti-national activi- 
ties, he added. He said that the com- 3 
mon man in Jammu got nothing from eae 
this Article except step-motherly treatment in every sector É. 
whether education, employment or development. He appealed {f 
to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take adequate meas- 
ures to address unemployment and other issues which the peo- 
ple of Jammu are facing for past more than seventy years due 
to Kashmir-centric policies of the political executives. 


Stating that bright days are ahead for Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, Tejinder Kour, a scholar termed the decision of 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A from the erstwhile State 
of Jammu and Kashmir a bold and courageous step. She said 
that the bold and decisive move by the Centre would not only 
ensure the development of Jammu and Kashmir but would 
also grant dignity to people of:the State. She further reiter- 
ated that weaker sections would be real beneficiaries of the 
initiatives taken by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
= #3 "This step will prove as a game-changer for youth with big 
investments coming for setting up of industries and rejuvenating corporate sector 
that may eventually lead to adequate opportunities of jobs for educated unemployed, 
ly belongs to India which Pak should vacate honestly > skilled and unskilled pa ee ie said, adding that youth have high hopes from 
she added. aie — 5 = a a ae ma Mrenmen = Sa a rae 
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Pradeep Singh Manhas, a social activist said that 
people of Jammu are hopeful that now the region 
will get equal share after reorganisation of Jammu 
and Kashmir, post abrogation of Articles 370 and 
35A. He said that Article 370 had deprived the res- 
idents of J&K of various rights as citizens of India 
but with removal of this controversial Article, peo- 
ple ean now enjoy all rights like other people across 
the country. "Now after repealing of Article 370, 
the people of Jammu are hopeful of a new-era, as 
huge developments will take place in J&K", Manhas 
said, adding that youth of Jammu will also get huge 
employment avenues. He said that earlier J&K lack good private universities 
due to the controversial article and the people have to spend heavy amounts for 
' providing good education to their children, but now after repealing of Article 
| 370, several medical and engineering institutes will be established in J&K, 

thereby saving the hard-earned money of people. He also appealed to people to 

take all necessary measures for making J&K corruption-free. 


Ranjan Bala, a resident of Jammu, termed abrogation 
of Articles 370 and 35A a victory for people of Jammu 
who were always treated as second class citizens in their 
own state. "Political leaders of Kashmir Valley misguid- 
ed the people of Jammu and Kashmir for their person- 
nel motives and never projected their problems before 
concerned quarters. The serapping of Article 370 was 


change the destiny of nationalists 


and hoped that people of Jammu region will get their due ie aa 


"she said, adding that lifting of 


Tu 
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i he revocation of special status to Jammu and ` 
j Kashmir has rekindled hope among the people, | 
especially the youth, who feel that the ‘move 
- could turn out to be a game-changer for their life in 
terms of jobs and avenues to prosper. While invest- | 
ment by big businesses and industrial giants can gen- 
erate employment, the growth in productivity can ease 
the life of people in general. Jammu region, as also 
the bifurcated region of Ladakh, have all the more 
reason to rejoice as these suffered adversely due to 
Kashmir centric policies for nearly seven decades. 


4 Jeevan Kumar, a resident of Udhampur, said that the sig- 
nificant decision taken by Union Government by scrapping 
Articles 370 and 35A will open new horizons for younger 
se generations, which was mere a dream for them till date. 
~=] Kashmiri politicians misused provisions of Articles 370 for 
| their political business, but now people are hopeful that the 
“| removal of special status will bring investment and develop- 
ment in the upcoming two Union Territories, he added. “ 
Kumar further said abrogation of Article 370 is beginning 
of rising of 'New Jammu and Kashmir’, where everyone will 

: = enjoy his rights without any fear or discrimination. He 
expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for fulfilling aspirations of Jammu by scrapping Articles 370 and 35A. 


SSF — 
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ation of special status to J&K rekindles hope among youth 


esday ® September 17, 2019 


Jitender Singh Sahni, a social activist said that f 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A were big p 
milestones for unity and integrity of India. ig i 
Lauding Modi Government for scrapping the f 
special status of J&K within 75 days of coming 
into power in its second term, he slammed suc- | 
cessive governments for not doing it the same 
during their 72 years of rule because of 'vote- 
bank greed'. Asserting that scrapping of the spe- | 
cial status of Jammu and Kashmir will ensure | 
complete development of the state, he added that 
State lacking development because of Article “ — 
370. He stated that the revocation of provisions of Article 370 of the 
Constitution would develop Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh, and make the region 
free of terrorism. 


Omar Malik termed Article 370 as a tempo- 
rary provision of the Constitution of India, 4 
which was abolished after seventy years due to WA 
political leaders having vested interests. He f 
asserted that youth of Jammu region is elated } 
over reorganisation of the erstwhile State of 
Jammu and Kashmir into two Union 
Territories. — 

He said that after the repealing of Articles 370 | 
and 35A, all central laws will be directly appli- 
cable in J&K. He said that the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A will bring new avenues and employment opportunities 
for Jammu and Kashmir. Now the youth have no need to leave J&K in search 
of livelihood as upcoming industrialisation will give ample job opportunities to 
youth, he added. 


| | Wasim Jalal, BJP leader said:that Article 370 w. m 
j a curse for the people of J&K: He said-thesucces- 
sive governments of NC, Congress and PDP 
befooled people of the State and misused the provi- 
sions of Articles 370 and 35A to their adv. antage. 

He said that Article 370 gave nothing to the 
A Muslim community, who continue to remain social- 
ly, educationally and economically backward. He 
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah have done a great job by 
į repealing Articles 370 and 35A from Jammu and 
i Kashmir. Now after repealing of Article 370, the 


ment will take place across the region. Moreover, unemployed youth of Jammu 
will also get job avenues after re-organisation of the State. 


Ritesh Gupta, a businessman, said that people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have suffered a lot due to this 
contentious Act and their grievances remained unad- 
dressed, but now after becoming a UT with the reor- 


that Modi government will take all necessary steps to 
mitigate their sufferings. He further said that Modi 


need of hour. "PM Narendra Modi and HM Amit 
Shah have created history. The historic decision is in 
the interest of nation. Understanding pain of people 
of Jammu, Modi fulfilled his promise. We are very 
much thankful to him for the landmark decision," he said, adding that the ee ate 
ment should take steps to promote: tourism in Jammu and to make it an indepen 
ent tourist destination. 


people of Jammu are hopeful of a new era and hope that monumental develop- $ 


ganisation of Jammu and Kashmir, they are hopeful — 


Government has taken a wise decision, which was the 


E ammu hopes e end to deprivation, discrimination 


Kashmir into two Union Territories of J&K 
and Ladakh and in the wake of abrogation of 
the provisions of Article 370, hope has overtaken 
despair among the silent majority of people. The 
Jammu region in particular is brimming with hope of 
end to the decades old discrimination and deprivation 
inflicted by Kashmir centric political executives. They 
want fair deal to all, irrespective of region and reli- 
gion. The overwhelming response to the August 5 
measures by the Centre is that development will get 
impetus and avenues of employment would be in abun- 
dance with the growth of industry and corporate sec- 
tor in both the Union Territories. 


Ij Rajan Gupta, a businessman hoped that revocation of Articles 
370 and 35A would solve unemployment crisis in the erstwhile 
| State. He said the previous governments have failed in tackling 
unemployment. He welcomed the statement of Governor Satya 
Pal Malik announcing 50,000 jobs in Jammu and Kashmir and 
hoped that Jammu region would get.its due share. He said that 
various State governments of the country are eager to invest in 
J&K which will help in ending: unemployment. 5 


sd Swati Gitta, sated welcomed:the: timely 
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decision. of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and -| ! 
~ Union Home Minister Amit Shah for scrapping 
_ the Articles 370 and 35A. t 
With the reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir 
into two Union Territories, the people of J&K are 
_ feeling much more secure as things have now 
gone under Central administration. She hoped 
that people of J&K would witness a new era of 
development in coming time. 

| She said that this bold decision will go a long way R 
for achieving the agenda of development in J&K 
and would be recorded in archives of the history in golden letters. She expressed 
hope that abrogation of these Articles will pave way for the development of ` 
Jammu region. 


Daksheesh Sharma, State Vice President OP 
Jammu Joint Students Federation said that jii S4 
Prime Minister and Home Minister took a bold 4 
and wise decision by serapping the Articles 370 
and 35A. 

Expressing gratitude to the Prime Minister H 
and Home Minister, he asserted that all resi- p 
dents of Jammu and Kashmir, irrespective of 
caste, creed and religion are with the Prime 
Minister. "It is a historic moment for Jammu 
and Kashmir. Entire popolation is thankful to Narendra Modi for fulfilling — 
their long pending demand," he added. 

"Jammu and Kashmir being a Union Territory has a bright future and will 
prosper from now onwards’, he said. 
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Rajinder Kumar, a teacher said that Modi govern- 


i who were facing step-motherly treatment in their 
own State due to Kashmir-centrie policies of 
Kashmiri leaders for last 70 years. 

He said that Kashmir-centrie leaders never 
expected these provisions could be revoked in such 
a way. 

"They used the special status as shield and never 
projected sufferings of the people before the 
Central Government in right perspective thus fore- 


| Minister Narendra Modi will make all possible efforts to bring development 


| projects in Jammu at par with rest of the country. 


daughters of J&K. 


their rights on getting married to someone residing 
out of J&K. With abrogation of Articles 370 and 
35A, the daughters of Jammu and Kashmir will now 
enjoy equal rights at par with other States of the 
country," she said adding that people from across the 
will come to J&K for establishing new ven- 


country 


J&K. She appealed to people of Jammu and 
Kashmir to come forward and extend all possible support to Prime Ser 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah so that the new Jammu ani 


Kashmir can be developed on modern lines. 


PASANDO 


i a REG 


ment succeeded in giving freedom to people of J&K H 


i ai E ing Jammu region to reel under deprivation and | 
| dearth of facilities," he said and hoped that after re-organisation of J&K, Prime | 


Kirti Gupta, a student hailed timely decision of . 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for saving rights of | 


"Earlier, the daughters of J&K were kept deprived of 


tures, thereby opening new job avenues for youth of || = 
Rees aforesaid Articles of 


ensuring suitable jobs. 
She further said that people of J&K are wholeheartedly supporting Modi Government 
for its nationalist policies. 


STACI SR. 3 


o, start of new 


fter remaining deprived of various benefits guaran- 

teed by the Constitution of India and facing dearth of 

ious facilities enjoyed by residents of other States, 

Aug 5, 2019 came as a new dawn of hope for Jammu people 

when Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 

Amit Shah created history by making necessary amend- 

ments in Article 370 and repealing Article 35A besides reor- 

ganising J&K into two Union Territories, J&K and Ladakh. 

Now, after Centre's taking-over the reins of administration, 

people are hopeful of a new era of equitable development and 
growth, never seen before in the regions. 


Articles 370 and 35A. 


Minister Narendra Modi, who can resolve the crisis. 


IDS 


eae e ae 


era in Jammu 


SAGER TA 


Arzoo Anand, a student anticipated that mistakes committed by 
the successive governments would be rectified by the Modi 
Government after reorganisation of the State post scrapping of | 


She said that unemployment was at peak due to indifference 
shown by thé previous regimes but all eyes are now on the Prime 


She hoped that the decision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi | 
and Home Minister Amit Shah, with regard to abrogation of 
the Constitution, will provide new opportunities to youth besides 


@ Thursday ® September 19, 2019 STA 


e NERENS: i 
- Tanvisha ‘Sharma, a student said that Modi 
i Government did a great job by scrapping Articles 
370 and 35A. She asserted that Article 370 was 
just like a wall and youth faced a lot of inconven- 
` jence due to this controversial Article. She hoped 
| that equal rights and opportunities will now be 
ensured to the youth of the State and now the 
daughters of J&K will not have to shun their 
rights even after marrying someone from outside 
| the state. She appreciated the bold and coura- 
~ geous decision of BJP Jed Government at the 
L Centre whereby these contentious Articles of the 
p Constitution were abrogated. She hoped that with re-organisation of J&K, 
5 Jammu will witness a new era of development and prosperity. 


pa x 
_ Shrati, a student said that J&K has now become 


an integral part of the country after abrogation 
of Articles 370 and 35A. She hoped that post 
abrogation of Article 370, Jammu will be devel- 
oped as a Smart City and people of Jammu and 
Kashmir will get all benefits under various cen- 
tral sponsored schemes. "Some politicians used 
the special status as a shield for filling their 
pockets without taking care of people and their 
needs. Due to step-motherly treatment given to 
Jammu, people of the region always felt neglect- : 2 ; 
ed and discriminated on every sector,” she said, adding that after October 31, 
Jammu and Kashmir will get a Union Territory status. She further appealed 
to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi to ensure that Jammu becomes a Smart 
City in real sense with all latest infrastructure and facilities. 
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~  Sheikh’s PSA snake is now biting his son 


m AHMED ALI FAYYAZ 
SRINAGAR: When the Jammu 
and Kashmir Public Safety Act 
(PSA) was passed in the State 
Legislature in April 1978, many in 
the opposition either ignored it or 
offered merely some feeble resist- 
ance. But Chief Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah was fiercely 
confronted by then Janata Party 
MLA Abdul Gani Lone. Lone 
debunked Sheikh's assertion that 
the ‘draconian law’ would * be 
invoked only against the timber 
smugglers. i 

Ironically, forty-one-years later, 
none other than the government of 
the Janata Party's, descendant, 
BJP is ruling at the Centre with 
the President's rule in Jammu and 
Kashmir and the Governor's 
administration on Sunday, 
September 16, has detained 
Sheikh's successor son, Farooq 
Abdullah, under PSA. Eighty- 
three-year-old Farooq, has been 
J&K's Chief Minister in 1982-84, 


1987-90 and 1996-2002. Several 
times he has served as a member of 
the Indian Parliament-Lok Sabha 
as well as Rajya Sabha-while also 
functioning for a term as a union 
Cabinet Minister. 

Even as Farooq has not been 
described as a "threat to security 
and sovereignty of India", and the 
main ground of his detention in 
the PSA order is the State's appre- 
hension that his activities could 
disturb the public order, he has 
been confined under the same law 
that has been slapped on scores of 
the separatist leaders, lawyers and 
businessmen in August and hun- 
dreds of terrorists, stone-pelters 
and separatists in the past. 

The decision to detain Farooq 
under PSA-for the first time a for- 
mer Chief Minister or an MP in 
India-was sequel to the Tamil 
Nadu politician Vaiko's petition 
seeking reasons and grounds of the 
National Conference (NC) 


patron's confinement at his home i 


ae 


idence was declared as a jail. 


Farooq has ‘tremendous potential’ to create 
public disorder: PSA order 


SRINAGAR: Statements mobilising people against the state and the 
"tremendous potential" to create public disorder in the Valley are among 
the charges listed against former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister 
Farooq Abdullah, who has been booked under the Public Safety Act. 

The 81-year-old Lok Sabha MP from Srinagar, under detention since 
August 5 when the Centre revoked the state's special status, has also 
been accused of making speeches glorifying terrorists and separatists. 

The PSA order against Abdullah, accessed by PTI, cites seven 
instances from 2016 onwards when he spoke in favour of the separatist 
Hurriyat Conference and terror groups. 

Abdullah, the first chief minister to be booked under the stringent 
PSA, was arrested on Monday under the PSA and his Gupkar Road res- 


The National Conference chairman and three-term chief minister has 


been booked under the ‘public order' provision E CONTD ON PAGE 9 


in Srinagar since August 5. On 
that eventful day, Articles 370'and 
35A were scrapped and J&K bro- 
ken into two Union Territories 
(UTs). Apparently the government 
had to create some justification for 
the unprecedented detention of 


J&K's highest profile mainstream 
politician. 

A former Law Secretary in a con- 
yersation with STATE TIMES 
recalled how one MLA from the 
opposition, around the year 2010, 


repeal of PSA's section 10. 
According to a provision, courts 
had no power to quash a PSA 
detention order even if none of the 
five stipulated grounds was rele- 
vant. Omar Abdullah's NC- 
Congress coalition defeated the 
amendment, saying that it would 
be a boon for terrorists and anti- 
national elements. Subsequently 
though section 10(A) was incorpo- 
rated. It says that courts would 
uphold the detention even if only 
one of the five grounds was valid. 
Even as the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of India, Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi, would be waiting 
for an explanation from the Chief 
Justice of J&K High Court, 
Justice Gita Mittal, to learn 
whether the petitioners had any 
difficulty in approaching the 
courts in Srinagar, a bunch of peti- 
tions, including that of Vaiko's, 
could end after the government's 
declaration that Farooq had been 
detained under PSA. 
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On Farooq's behalf, two peti- 
tions-one by his daughter and son- ' 
in-law and another jomtly by Lok 
Sabha members Hasnain Masoodi 
and Mohammad Akbar Lone, had 
been already filed in J&K High 
Court. As per an order in one peti- 
tion, Farooq's daughter was 
allowed to meet her father and 
provide him ‘with medicines. 
Another order permitted Masoodi 
and Lone to meet their party chief: 

Masoodi, a former judge of J&K 
High Court, and Lone, an advo- 
cate, were cautiously proceeding 
on the legal course, knowing well 
that their optics had a limit, For 
them, two factors clear enough: 
That the habeas corpus petitions 
filed on behalf of the fresh PSA 
detainees like senior advocates 
Mian Abdul Qayoom and Nazir 
Ahmad Ronga and businessmen 
Mubeen Shah and Yasin Khan, 
were nowhere in sight to fetch 
them any relief; and, that courts 
had very E CONTD ON PAGE 9° 


errans espen ms STATE TIMES i 


Revocation of special status will lead to emergence of Naya J 


Raghav Chopra, a youth said that abrogation of 
Article 370 has rekindled a new hope among people, 
especially those living in Jammu and Ladakh 
regions, which remained at the receiving-end over 
decades. 
He asserted that repealing of Articles 370 and 35A 
will open new vistas of avenues for people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Earlier the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir have not enough opportunities due to 
| the controversial articles, he said, adding that 
eee entire Jammu and Kashmir has profoundly wel- 
Redes (eee eomed the decision taken by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for taking. step a historic step. 
"Now, after scrapping of these contentious Articles, we are hopeful of a happy 
and prosperous future for our children," he said. 


Atal Byotra, a businessman said that none could 
diagnose correct problem of Jammu and Kashmir 
for last 72 years. "Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
proved to be a specialist doctor for this cancerous dis- 
ease and successfully operated it thereby saving lives 


of millions," he said. 
"The flock of hawks, which continuously relished 


z been identified 
ee and Kashmir, because of its special status, 
had been getting lion's share in Central Budget for 
upliftment of poor and needy but the same remained 


confined to limited hands and poor continued to suffer,” oA Oe aa ee 
tion of Article 370, the people have seen the light of the day an 


bright future ahead, he maintained. 


ee SS ee NOEL A 


evocation of Article 370 provisions, granting special | 
status to erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir State, will 
timately pave the way for a new era of progress, 
development and satiation of aspirations without discrimi- 
nation. Though a Union Territory, yet Jammu and Kashmir 
will emerge as a new entity which will be integral to Indian 
ethos and central to its essence of inclusiveness. The day is 
not far when Valley will yet again bloom like a garden of 
flowers of different colours and varieties. It will be land of 
Sufis and Saints and not that of fundamentalists, who 
believe in hate and intolerance. The overwhelming support 
to the decision of the Centre continues to pour in from var- 
ied segments of society in Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. 


Mohit Tockoo, a teacher said that Article 370 brought a feeling 
=| of alienation among people of Jammu and Kashmir. He said that 
scraping of Articles 370 and 35A will give equal benefits to peo- 
ple of J&K at par with other citizens living in other parts of the | 
country. He said that its serapping will invite multinational com- 


panies in the State to establish their units, which will help in 

resolving the unemployment crisis. Ironically, government jobs in 

J&K remained the first preference of youth given political uncer- 

- tainties and lack of private investment in the State, he asserted, 
adding that repealing of these articles would open up new vistas of employment. 


an ——— SS POR pe! Se 


- Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah. 


sions would prove: beneficial for daughters of 


_ ple of J&K would witness a new era of development in coming future. 


Urvashi Gupta, a resident of Jammu termed the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A as the need 
of hour, giving its credit to Prime Minister 


She further said that it should have been 
repealed much earlier as none was benefitted by 
it. Being a woman, I am hopeful that such deci- 


J&K, who were earlier deprived of various bene- 
fits due to provisions of Article 370, she added. | 
She further said that young people of Jammu | 
and Kashmir would have a bright future with — 
plenty of options available for them in big business houses. She hoped that peo- 


Parveen Sharma, an academician, said that 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A has brought 
a ray of hope among people of Jammu, who were 
victims of the wrong policies of successive gov- 
ernments in the State. He said that scrapping of 
these Articles will give relief to various commu- 
nities including refugees, Valmikis and Gorkhas, 
who were earlier deprived of even basic rights jima 
due to Article 370. He maintained that after re- tag 

organisation of J&K State into two Union 
Territories, the members of the aforesaid com- A : 
munities would feel much secure as they will be able to get rights at par with 
other citizens of the country. He said that this bold decision will go a long way 
in achieving the agenda of development and would be recorded in archives of 
the history in golden letters. 


e anaa 
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the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, urged upon 
the government to take adequate measures to 
extend all sorts of benefits to the business commu- 
nity of Jammu and Kashmir after the reorganiza- 
tion of the State. He demanded that the toll-tax col- 


abolished. He said the collection of toll tax at 
Lakhanpur on goods defeats the very purpose of 


aay Mahgjan, a Ra while eee 


lected by Jammu and Kashmir Government at | 
Lakhanpur entry point into the State should be — 


WELLS. LOI Et BY 


‘One Nation, One Tax' after the implementation of — 


GST i in the country. He said that the people of J&K in general and business k 
community in particular have high hopes from the Prime Minister Narendra _ 


Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah and hoped. that the business community 
of J e would receive whole-hearted suppor Pom e Central Ca nment. 


a temporary provision of the constitution of the 
| India. He said that Prime Minister and Home 
Minister took a wise decision by lifting the controver- 
sial Articles 370 and 35A from J&K. 
He asserted that the people are confident that 
Jammu region would get its due share as earlier the 
same was diverted to Kashmir by the successive gov- 
ernments. 
| He hoped that removal 

| investment and development in Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh which will give opportunities 


to the youth of J&K who are presently the victim of hollow p 
governments of J&K. He said abroga 
sure to the State which will be fruitfu 


1l for the youth of J &K. 


Gouri Shankar, a SR ERE 370 was _ 


of Article 370 will bring | 


olicies of successive 
tion of Articles 370 and 35A will give expo- 


a el 


CES 


EEE BEAT SILT REIDY DIET 


twithstanding the aot by few Valley-based 
politicians over revocation of special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir, the people of the Jammu and 
Ladakh regions see the August 5 measures as boon rather 
than bane. While the Ladakh region will get its long cher- 
ished desire of Union Territory status fulfilled, the Jammu 
region will have to settle down with the Valley as a Union 
Territory too but with a difference. The people of Jammu 
see the new arrangement as an end to the nightmarish era 
of subjugation and discrimination. They are eagerly look- 
ing for new avenues and opportunities that hold promise 
for generations to come in a conducive atmosphere of fair- 
deal something the past over three generations missed due 
to Kashmir centric policies a! the apolitical class. 


ts Rajesh Bhasin, Media Secretary VHP, while welcoming the repeal- 
tribute in making J&K a developed State. "Youth represent the most 


i India is one of the youngest nations in the world. About 65 per cent 
of India's population is under 35 years of age. The focus of the gov- 
| ernment is on youth-led development. The youth should be active 
drivers and not merely the passive recipients of development," he 


said and appealed to the PM Modi to extend full support to the youth of J&K who were 
deprived of their due share due to anti-youth policies of the successive gemmont in J&K 


pgs = 


ing of Articles 370 and 354, asked youth to come forward and con- 


Ten gta eo ene 


dynamic segment of the population and are the future of the Nation. 
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_ Revocation of ‘special status to J&K boon, not bane 


PONIES GEESE LOI IEEE IER IO ES LG TE LEE DELLA 


f Welcoming on of Article 370 in erstwhile State ff 
i of Jammu & Kashmir, Bunty Kumar, a shopkeeper ih 
| expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra \} 
_ Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for taking the sig- K 
nificant decision on repealing the contentious Article fØ | 
< 370, which, was the main cause behind miseries of peo- 
ple in the region. "People from all walks of life, irrespec- 
tive of their caste, colour or religion were befooled for $ 
last more than seven decades by some political execu- | 
tives in the name of Article 370. The main motto of 
_ these politicians was just to siphon huge funds meant forthe development of 
| State and its people", he said. "With removal of Articles 370 and 35A and Re- 
organisation of J&K into two Union Territories, people are hopeful that decades 
long spell of discrimination and step-motherly treatment will end with besinning 
of a new era of unprecedented development and progress in J&K. 
 Sgatp ie eRe 


` Sunil Gupta, President Ex-Central Paramilitary | he 
` Forces Welfare Association appreciated Modi gov- | 4 , 
ernment for providing freedom to the people of g 
Jammu and Kashmir from the Kashmir-centric 
politicians. He said'the people of Jammu region have 
been suffering due to the Kashmir-centric policies of 
| successive governments for the past seven decades. 
He said that a new ray of hope has emerged among 
the people of Jammu after the abrogation of Article 
370. He hoped that removal of Article 370 will bring 
investment and development in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh. Gupta stated that the people are confident that the 
Jammu region would get its due share as earlier the same was diverted to 
Kashmir by the successive governments. 
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44) of Articles 370 and 35A will bring justice to the peo- 
ple of Jammu and Kashmir, who are facing severe 


promoted only corruption and looted the wealth of 
the State. She said funds to the tune of crores of 
rupees were earmarked time and again to ensure 
| development of J&K but the Kashmir-centric lead- 
ers brazenly misused the money and hampered the 
development process. She asserted that after 70 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah for repealing 
Article 370 and hoped that the decision will propel region to PrO RY ; 


Som Bhat, 
Central Government with regard to repeal of the 


Kashmir-centric leaders. i 
He asserted that these Articles had contributed 


nothing in the development of Jammu and Keini 
and rather deprived the people of State from enjoy- 
ing their basic rights. 

He said that the comm 
nothing from this Article except ste 
ment in every sector whether educati 


or development. He said after the repealing of these Arti ae a 
hat multi-national companies will venture out in Ji oe oh 
>w vistas of opportunities including plentiful jobs for oe 


p-motherly treat- 


Aarti Sharma, a resident of Jammu said abrogation 


=| problems due to the terrorism and rampant corrup- | 
tion. She said that the successive governments had _ 


years of Independence various states of India were developed on modern lines 
but J&K remained where it was during 1947. She appreciated the decision of | 


a youth, hailed the decision of the | 


Articles 370 and 35A and giving freedom to the peo- | 
ple of Jammu and Ladakh from the clutches of | 


on man in Jammu got 


on, employment 
ple are hopeful 
amir and open 


SBA PSOE 


ubilant over revocation of Article 370 provisions, 

granting special status to the erstwhile state of Jammu 

and Kashmir, the common people in Jammu and 
Ladakh regions are wondering such a development taking 
place in their lifetime. Having suffered discrimination and 
deprivation over past nearly seven decades, the common 
belief is that complete integration of J&K with rest of the 
country will prove beneficial for the people, irrespective of 
religion, caste or colour. They feel that the temporary meas- 
ure had empowered just one segment of the State, which used 
these constitutional provisions to their advantage. But the 
scenario has drastically changed now, which will witness the 
people getting empowered in real sense of term. 


of Article 370 and 35A will usher lots of opportunities. for 
the people of J&K.-He-said thatthe people of Jammu are 
hopeful of creation of New Jammu after repeal of this 


centric politicians had looted the wealth and State 
the repealing of Article 370, our children who are work- 


ing outside the State may come back with new opportu- 
nities being available here. He hoped that future of J&K 


aa will become secure with this decision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 


Home Minister Amit Shah. 


RR a a 
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"Unbelievable: It happened in our 


_address.the grievances of business. community. He 


Vijay Kumar Pargal, a senior citizen said the revocation - 


contentious Article of Constitution. He said the Kashmir- 1 


exchequer for their personal motives. He said that with | 


nmr) 
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lifetime' 
Jatin Sachdev, a businessman emphasised that the 
decisive move by the Centre would not only ensure 
development of Jammu and Kashmir but also grant 
dignity to people. 

He reiterated that weaker sections would be real 
beneficiaries of the initiatives taken by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah. He maintained that this step will prove as a 
game-changer for youth with big investments coming 
for setting up of industries and rejuvenating corpo- - i 
rate sector that may eventually lead to adequate opportunities of jobs for edu- 
cated unemployed, skilled and unskilled work-force. 

He asserted that the youth of Jammu and Kashmir have high hopes from the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 


Varun Pandoh, a builder by profession, hoped 
that the repealing of Articles 370_and 35A_will | 


said that bitsmess comfftnity has faced numerous 
problems due to hollow promises and failed poli- 
cies of successive governments in the State. He 
asserted that this temporary provision of the con- 
stitution was tactfully used by the self-centered 
leaders for befooling gullible people besides 
acquiring huge wealth by indulging in open loot of 
public exchequer as there was no one to put a check on them due to Article 370. 
He urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take adequate measures to : 
address issues of business community, unemployment and other issues which i 
the people of Jammu are facing for the past more than 70 years due to £ 
Kashmir-centric policies of the political entities. 3 


Se 
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abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A has ended the 
special status of the elite families of Jammu and 


the state for the last seven decades. He said the peo- 


"Besides, several central laws were not implemented 
in J&K and if we compare J&K with other states of 

- z the country, it was much backward with no revenue 
generation", he maintained. He said the youth had to move to other states to 


'J&K reorganisation will lead to overall devel 


Kewal Krishan, a retired bank manager said the i 


6 


Kashmir, which had been directly or indirectly ruling 


ple of Jammu region were living the life of slavery in | 
their own state due to this controversial -article. | 


_ get higher education. He said since the Narendra Modi has took over the reins ~ 
_ of Prime Minister's office, the country is on the path of development and is 


breaking all records of development. He said the people of Jammu and Kashmir _ 


have wholeheartedly welcomed the decision of PM Modi and hoped that new 
Union Territory will bring new era for the people of J&K. 

Anil Sharma, a trader termed the abrogation of the 
Article 370 as a historic decision by the government 
‘| of India. He said that the Article 370 should have 
been revoked much earlier as it has deprived people of 
Jammu region from the benefits of development as 
well as industrialisation. "Tt will bring permanent 
Í normalcy in troubled state and usher a new era o 
development in the State," he said. He A an 
constitutional measures on the pattern of the neig A 
bouring Himachal Pradesh to ensure job eee 
- | locals and to protect their cultural identity. i 
ed eas to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for revoking ie 
NTE 370 and 35A and assured whole-hearted support to the BJP in its s 
to ensure welfare of people of the country. 
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ping for restoration of the statehood to Jammu and 
Kashmir once the situation is completely normalised the 

ple of the erstwhile State are hopeful that the ensuing 
reorganisation into two Union Territories will pave the way for 
overall development in an organised manner. They say the ele- 
ment of appeasement has taken toll of the Jammu and the 
Ladakh regions over the years since independence and once a çon- 
scious decision to restructure the State has been taken, a new hope 
about equitable opportunities of development and share in employ- 
ment has rekindled among the people. Overwhelming majority is 
elated over the prospect of end to the special treatment to a par- 
ticular segment of society at the cost of deprivation to vast mass 


_ of population. They are hopeful of better days in coming times. 


SYLM EE Ee 


Sankul Gupta, a businessman said that in the name of special 
status, the dynasty rule of some families in Kashmir Valley 


of life, including development, employment and business. 
"With the scrapping of these Articles, the people of Jammu are 


Rs happy and hoping that their children will get suitable employ- 


cities for earning livelihood. 
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had made the entire state their hostage and subjected people | 
of Jammu to the injustice and discrimination in every sphere 


ment in J&K itself", he said, adding that it is also expected ` 
A that region will see rapid phase of industrial growth and busi- — 
ness shall also become more bountiful post abrogation of Article 370. He said ear- — 
lier there was no future of our children here and they had to migrate to the metro — 
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Corporator Mohinder Kumar said that the Prime | 
Minister Narendra Modi is a very strong ruler and a fi 
man of words. He said PM did what he promised to |= 


¢ 

: his countrymen. He hailed his heart and mind that he 
rectified the constitution by removing the clauses 

` which destroyed the harmony among regions, Another 

_ discriminatory decision by the initial rulers which was 


lace Br ia PN ee 


_ Rajan Bhan, a resident of Jammmu:said the scrapping of | 


Articles 370 and 35A and J&K's integration with the 

rest of the country has created an enabling system to 
_ make a big push for development, good governance and 
. increased Union government spending. He said such 
controversial Article should have been revoked much 
earlier. He appealed to thé Prime Minister and Home 
Minister to take all possible steps to bring Jammu and 
' Kashmir at par with other states of the country. He 
_ hoped that new Jammu and Kashmir should progress 

and touch new heights under the dynamic leadership of 


PM Modi. "Articles 370 and 35A had only given separatism, nepotism and mas- 


done during delimitation also needs to be rectified Fa 
before the ensuing assembly elections, he maintained. |$ É 
He further said that the special status given to Jammu and Kashmir was not in 
the interest of common masses but only a source for politicians to make their 
fortune. "A section of politicians made people believe that Kashmir is an inter- 
national issue as if Maharaja's instrument of accession was unauthentic. The _ 
abrogation of Art 370 has not only been hailed by the common man but also by. 

- the leaders of Kashmir itself with patriotic thinking and vision", he said. 


- 
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opment in organised manner’ 


2 
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sive corruption. These Articles were used as a weapon by anti-national elements 
to incite passions. This is the reason that in the last three decades, 42,000 peo- 


ple died and families devastated,” he added. 
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Advocate Monish Chopra hoped that the abrogation 
of Articles 370 and 35A will remove discrimination 
being faced by the people of Jammu and Kashmir for 


Union Territory status to J&K, BJP led Government 
at the Centre would take all adequate measures to 
meet out the aspirations of the people. He said that 
Article 370 had not given any benefit rather it kept 
the people of Jammu region on back-foot on all 
fronts. 


across the country to invest in J&K which will bring a ray of hope among the 
dejected population. Expressing satisfaction, he said that removal of these 


Articles will pave way for the women of this region to enjoy all the rights which | 


many of them were denied earlier. 


Advocate Arun termed the repealing of Articles 370 
and 35A a good sign for the people of J&K who ear- 
lier were subjected to diserimination in the hands of 
Kashmir centric politicians. He s: 
31, 2019 onwards, Jammu and Kashmir State will 
be bifureated into Union Territories and all the 
Central laws will be directly applicable here. He 
urged the government to provide assistance to the 
legal fraternity in terms of law pools: so that they 
may not face any inconvenience. ‘After the abroga- 
EOUN i | tion of Art 370 and creation of Union pae 
youths will not have to move out as new universities and ce veh o 
“Fished here and joblessness shall be tackled effectively by t POA a aN 
he maintained adding that the abrogation of these Articles l 

tiny of nationalists residing in Jammu and Kashmir. 


a ry 


“a 


the last 70 years. He also hoped that after giving the | 


He said that the decision of scrapping of Article 370 will allow people from | 


aid from October 


SS A pO NLP Na fd 


Purging of Article 370 to end discrimination with Jammu 


evocation of special status to Jammu and Kashmir is seen 

as a way forward to addressing the so-called political 

es, as also giving a boost to economic activities in the 

erstwhile State, which is getting bifurcated into two Union 

Territories on October 31. Article 370 had not only obstructed the 

investors to set up industries and big businesses here but also 

caused psychological barriers between the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir and the compatriots across the country. It was a shield 

for vested interests in polities to cover up their misadventures and 

wrong doings by creating the bogey of merger, conditional acces- 

sion’and what not. While Ladakh will flourish as a separate UT, 

the people of Jammu will enjoy the benefits of development and 
economic measures as equal partners in the new UT of J&K. 


Taran Gupta, an employee asserted that the removal of 
Articles 370 and 35A will pave way for the people of Jammu 
region to enjoy all the rights which they were denied earlier. He 
asserted that Article 370 was a temporary provision and it 
could have been removed much earlier. He said that the com- 
mon people suffered a lot due to anti-Jammu policies of the 
Kashmir centric politicians. "Now funds coming from the 
Centre would be equally distributed between Jammu* and 
Kashmir regions," he said and hoped that people of Jammu 
unprecedented growth and the region will get economic as well 


FF 


region will witness 


as educational boost. He said that the youth are all set to get benefitted by upcom- 


ing opportunities. 


Sushil Sudan, social activist hoped that, development 
will get impetus and avenues of employment would be 
in abundance with the growth of industry and corpo- 
rate sector in both the Union Territories, after the 
_ scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A. He said the suc- 
cessive governments of NC, Congress and PDP 
befooled the people of the State and misused the pro- 
| visions of Articles 370 and 35A to their advantage. He f 
said that Article 370 gave nothing to the people of f 
Jammu region, who continue to remain socially, educationally and economically 
backward. T z 

Now after repealing of Article 370, the people of Jammu are hopeful of new era 
and hope that monumental development will take place across the region. 
Moreover, unemployed youth of Jammu will also get avenues after re-organisa- 
tion of the State. S 


Zabir Shah, a resident of Rajouri appreciat- f 
ed Prime Minister Narendra Modi for scrap- |p 
ping Articles 370 and 35A from Jammu and | 
Kashmir. He urged PM to take appropriate | 
measures to resolve the unemployment cri- f 
sis in the state. He said that youth are suf- 

fering due to hollow policies of the previous $ 
governments which have been miserably 
failed to solve the problems faced: by the 
youth of the State. He hoped that after the | 
reorganization of the State, the youth would f 
get their due share and new vistas of 
avenues. He appealed to the Prime Minister f 
to make all possible efforts to bring developmental projects in Jammu at par 


with rest of the country: 
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Sukhdev Singh, a social activist, hailed 
the historie decision taken by Prime 
AMIEL Narendra Modi for purging 
the Articles 
| 370 and 354, 
| granting spe- 
cial status to 
Jammu and 
Kashmir and 
dealing with 
state subject 
laws respec- 
| tively. 

He said, 
"It's a universal truth that Jammu peo- 
ple have faced discrimination for the 
past 70 years and were forced to live 
-[ like slaves in their own State only 
because of controversial Article 370 
and had also faced prejudice of 
Kashmir-centric politicians in every 


With Art 35A gone, 


nthused over recent measures taken by the 

Centre with regard to revocation: of special 

status and reorganisation of Jammu and 
Kashmir, the people of Jammu want effective steps 
for preserving the distinct culture of the erstwhile 
State. They are pleading for Himachal Pradesh like 

: domicile laws so as to protect the rights of people on 
their properties and jobs. This, they feel, will go a 
long. way in further ‘cementing and promoting 
national integration. The people of Jammu are par- 
ticularly happy over breaking the shackles of subju- 
gation unleashed by Kashmir- centric political exec- 
utives. 


domicile like options need to be introduced 
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Sahil Gupta, a youth, 
said that interests of $ 
local youth and cultural 
identity of Dogras must |) 
be protected under the |; 
new arrangement by 
“introducing certain con- 
stitutional measures on 
the pattern of neighbour- | 
ing State viz Himachal È 
Pradesh so that flood gates should not be opened 
for land mafia and non-locals. He deseribed the 
abrogation of Article 370 as historie decision by 
the Central Government which will bring normaley 
in the trouble-torn Kashmir and usher a new era 
of deyelopment. He said that abrogation of Article 
370 has ended the special status of certain promi- 
nent families of Kashmir, which had been directly 
ruling the State and blackmailing the Centre for 
the last over seven decades. 


sphere. 

He said after the reorganisation of 
J&K state, both the Union Territories 
will be developed with equal distribu- 
tion of funds and employment opportu- 
nities for the youth. 

He hoped the Union Gov ernment will 


introduce a domicile-like option to 
tice to people of Jammu in 
also to 


ensure jus 
getting government jobs and 
protect their properties. 

He also urged the BJP led 
Government at the Centre for carrying 
a delimitation exercise for getting 


amu region before 
in 


out r 
more seats for Jan 
the conduct of Assembly « elections 


J&K. 


said in the past funds received from the Centre were not utilised 
for the welfare of the people and development of J&K but went 
down the drain over the years. He said people of J&K have under- 
stood that with the annulling of Article 370 their future has now 
become safe and from now onwards they will live a happy life. 


Sumit Sethi said Article 370 was on 
obstacle in the development of the State 
and root cause of turmoil in Kashmir 
due to rise of separatism and terrorism. 
Article 370, a temporary transitional 
provision, was the biggest injustice 
done with the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir, while the Article 35A was a 
constitutional blunder which got into 
the Constitution through backdoor 
without the consent of Parliament. He 


Kanan Kapoor, a studént expressed grati- 
tude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah for securing the FE 
future of children of J&K. She hailed Modi 
and Shah for providing due rights to the (e 
daughters of J&K, who were deprived of 
these due to Article 35A. She said people of 
J&K were struggling since long for abroga- 
tion of Article 370 and now after its repeal- 
ing, entire Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh | 
regions are celebrating the moment. She | 
asserted that all residents of Jammu and Reamer irrespective of 
their caste, creed and religion are with the Prime Minister. "It is a 
historic moment for Jammu and Kashmir. Entire population of J&K 


is thankful to Modi for fulfilling their long pending demand," she 
added. 
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Kashmir has now become a conflict-free region where 
politicians with vested interests can no longer black- 
mail the central government on one or the other 
issue". He said the people of Jammu region were 


have all along been denied their basic rights. In every 


SS) considered as second class citizens whereas prefer- 
ence was always given to a particular segment of people in Kashmir, He said 
scrapping of these constitutional provisions has- given a big jolt to those 
Kashmir centric politicians who misused their constitutional powers for looting 
the wealth of J&K. He hailed the timely decision of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah, which has saved the people of 
Jammu region from the lopsided policies of exploitative leaders of the Valley. He 
expressed hope that abrogation of these Articles will pave way 
. of the Jammu region. 


hile State. He said Hindus and Sikhs 


ing in the erstw! I 
should be granted minority status, which they have been 


denied by the successive 
rights violation for ee ae 
À t getting the bene: 
Š P e heat adding that the people of Ji pnay 
g discrimination for the past 70 years. e 
70 was the need of tħe hour as it ensured 
1 from the politics of prejudice by certam 


that despite being in minority, 
given to minorities. It is 


t WB region are facini 
said that the abrogation of Article 3 
freedom to the people of Jammu regior 
Kashmir-centric politicians. 


| Sanjay Kumar, a resident of Jammu said, "With the ; 
repealing of Articles 370 and 35A, Jammu and ` 


leading a miserable life for the past 70 years as they — 


sector, the Jammuites faced discrimination and were | 


for development 


Ashish Pandey, while welcoming abrogation of Articles i 
370 and 35A, demanded minority status for Hindus resid- p 


governments. "It is a human | 
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Abrogation of Article 370 is like dream come true 


E OREIRO: 


ile Jammu and Kashmir was waiting for scrapping of 
l the gender discriminatory Article 35A, the abrogation 

of Article 370 came as a pleasant surprise, which 
_ nobody had anticipated. The bold decision exposed the political 
bankruptcy of the exploitative politicians of the Valley, who had 
created a perception about this provision being the most sacro- 
sanct, which nobody could even touch. However, August 5, 2019 
proved them wrong and the world saw how the contentious pro- 
. visions of Article 370 were removed with ease and precision with . 
the majority support in Rajya Sabha and later in Lok Sabha. 
The landmark move was like a dream coming true for patriots in 
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. 


TOR 


1 Surinder Chandhoke, a businessman said that most of the 
development works of Jammu region were stalled due to lack 
of funds. He said that there is rampant corruption in the State 
"4 due to which the development could not be completed. He said 

P funds meant for development were misused by some unscrupu- 
lous politicians of the Valley having vested interest. He said’ 
Central Government from time to time sanctioned funds to the 
tune of crores of rupees for J&K to ensure development but 
political class hailing from the Valley brazenly siphoned that 
money and hampered the progress of the region. He appreciated the work done by 
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah to take Jammu 
and Kashmir to new heights of progress and prosperity with people availing all the 
benefits of central government's welfare schemes without any hindrance. He hoped 
that after the removal of controversial Article 370, J&K will now emerge as the 
most developed part of the country. ‘ 
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Pogja Dutta, a house wife termed the repealing of | e 
Articles 370 and 35A historic. She asserted that'révoca- 
tion of Article 370 provisions, granting special status to 
erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir State, will ultimately 
pave the way for a new era of progress and development 
besides satiation of aspirations without discrimination. 
"PM Narendra Modi and Amit Shah have created his- jif 
tory. The historic decision is in the interest of the nation. [E | 
Modi understood the pain of people of Jammu,” she said. | 
"This decision is going to change our fate. Now we will be our decision-makers, 
not under Kashmir-centric political set-up that discriminated us on all fronts for 
the past seven decades," she said, adding that with this decision the daughters of 
J&K who are married outside the state will get their rights at par with women 
across the country. 


Satya Lal Sharma, an elderly and retired employee of 
Krishi Vibhag J&K, appreciated the bold and coura- 
geous step taken by PM Modi and Home Minister js 
Amit Shah for abrogating Articles 370 and 35A on 
August 5 which stirred the nation and also removed 
the barrier of making J&K State an integral part of 
India, "Union ‘Territories of J&K and Ladakh will have 
ample chances of development in all the schemes of 
various sectors," he said, adding "India became inde- |4¥ 
pendent from British Rule on August 15, 1947 but 

J&K State became independent on October 25-26, 1947 after Maharaja Hari 
Singh signed the document of Accession with India. Many Prime Ministers gov- 
erned India but none of them showed courage and determimation to abrogate 
Articles 370 and 35A which were provisional in the constitution. I fully believe 
that scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A will prove to be boon for J&K and 
Ladakh Union Territories,” he maintained. 


A 
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Revocation of s ecial t dat neasement. lead to Jammn's develonment 
Nevi pecial status to end appeasement, lead to Jammu's development 
Dinesh Verma, an engineer by profession said 
the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A has 
ended the dynastic rule in Jammu and Kashmir, 
which had been directly or indirectly ruling the 
state for the last seven decades. He said that 
after the removal of Article 370 all central rules 
wil directly applicable to J&K. He said the peo- 
ple of Jammu and Kashmir have wholehearted- 
ly welcomed the decision of PM Modi and are 
anticipating that new Union Territory will bring 
new era of development in J&K. He said since 
the Narendra Modi has took over the reins of 
Prime Minister's office, the country is on the 


path of progress and is breaking all records of © 
development. : 


W| Surjeet Chaudhary, a resident of Suchetgarh — 
i} said that repealing of Article 370 is a boon for 
| people of various communities including 
refugees, who were earlier deprived of their 
J basic rights, He said that population of West 
Pakistan Refugees is nearly 1.5 lakh, settled 
only in Jammu region of the erstwhile State. 
Hailing Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his 
bold historie decision, he said that the abroga- 
tion of Articles 370 and 35A would certainly end 
decades-old discrimination against refugees by 
| entitling them to get full citizenship rights. 
> SS He said that the successive governments had 
only promised to extend PRC to the refugees, but in fact cheated them by deny- 
ing basic tights of education, employment, property ownership and political 
participation. 


y the people of Jammu and Ladakh regions are jubilant 
and elated over revocation of Article 370.is their belief 
_that they will get a fair-deal, which they were denied for 
almost seven decades by self-centered politicians, who promoted 
Kashmir for their vested interest? Instead of feeling satisfied over 
the spread of education, eradication of poverty, extent of develop- 
ment and provision of jobs, many in the Valley became silent sup- 
porters of Jihad unleashed by Pakistan. This led to unprecedent- 
ed appeasement by the Centre in a vain bid to win over the hearts 
and minds and resultantly choked the process of development in ` 
the other two regions. Now that the hoax of special status is gone, 
the people of Jammu, like those in the exclusive Union Territory 
of Ladakh, are hopeful about justice in fair allocation of funds for 
development and avenues in jobs, which may get fillip with influx 
of investment by the corporate sector. 


Balbir Kour, a Sarpanch from Arnia said that 
lifting of Articles 370 and 35A will be a good fi 
sign for people of Jammu and Kashmir. She 
said that Article 370 was a temporary provi- 
sion of the constitution of the India. She said | » 
that Prime Minister and Home Minister took a | 
wise decision by lifting the controversial 
Articles 370 and 35A from J&K. She said |ý 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A will give | 

wide exposure to the State which will be fruit- ff 
ful for youth of J&K. "Jammuites are eagerly 4 À. 

looking for new avenues and opportunities that s <ua 
hold promise for generations to grow in a developed society something the past 
over three generations missed due to Kashmir-centric policies of political class," 
she added. 


Rishav Mahajan, an employee in private sector, 
said that removal of Article 370 will bring stabil- 
itv and market access to Jammu and Kashmir. 
He sajd that the decision of Modi Government to 
revoke Article 370 would ensure stability, market 
access and predictable laws in the State, helping 
it gain investment, especially in key sectors like 
tourism, agriculture, IT, healthcare besides oth- 
ers. He hoped after the abrogation of Article 
370, the investment would start coenen 

p esides opening new vistas’ of Oe ea 
youth of the state. "Open markets will ensure that youth of oes Neto 
the nation towards progress besides giving a major boost to inv ; 


tion and income,” Mahajan added. 


Pardeep Majotra said that the people of J&K have high hopes 
from the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister 
| Amit Shah after removal of the special status of J&K. 

"With removal of Articles 370 and 35A and Re-organisation of 
J&K into two Union Territories, people are hopeful that 
decades long spell of discrimination and step-motherly treat- 
ment will end with beginning of a new era of unprecedented 
development and progress in J&K," he said, adding that a new 
ray of hope has emerged among people that the Jammu region 
would get its due share as earlier the same was diverted to Kashmir by successive 


governments. 
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Subash Chander Sharma, LIC Advisor, said that the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A will remove prej- 
udice being faced by the people of Jammu region and 
women for the past over 70 years. He said the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir were deprived of their due- 
share in various spheres while Kashmir-centrie politi- 
cians looted the wealth unabatedly. "Now after repeal- 
ing of Article 370, the people of Jammu are hopeful 
| of a new-era, as gigantic development is expected to 
take place in J&K", he said and thanked Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi and Home Minister, Amit 
| Shah for satiating aspirations of Jammu people, who 
—E—r always faced discrimination by successive 
Governments in every sector. 
SS ALERT SAND FA SLI ARI IF DISS DISET RE TEES, 4 
Rakesh Sharma, State President of Rashtriya Bajrang 
Dal, while welcoming the scrapping of Articles 370 and _ 
35A, emphasized that interests of locals in J&K should _ 
be safeguarded by enacting Constitutional provisions | 
on the pattern of Himachal Pradesh. 

He said that allaying fears of people on losing land 
and jobs following abrogation of special Constitutional 
provisions of the State should be topmost priority of — 
the government. 

Maintaining that Jammu people had always ‘i 
remained strong votary of complete integration of J&K 
with the Indian Union, Sharma said that repealing of 
| these Articles has cut the wings of anti-nationals and 
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people in Jammu believe that the misinfor- 

mation being generated about jobs to be hijacked 

y 'outsiders' in the wake of repeal of Articles 370 

and 35A does not hold good at all. While stressing the 

need for checks and balances about properties and 

recruitments in the government sector, on the analogy of 

Himachal Pradesh, they hope that the measures initiated 
by the Centre would actually promote large scale invest- 

_ ments which in turn will lead to generation of Jobs i in the 

i private and corporate s sector. 


E 
Fighters Association said that-the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir were deprived of their 


with vested interest looted the wealth unabat- 
|. edly. He said that scrapping of Article 370 has 
323 shutdown their shops which earlier they were 

| running by misguiding the people of Kashmir 
Valley. "It is a historic moment for Jammu and 
Kashmir. Entire population is thankful to 
Modi for fulfilling their long pending demand," 
* gh said and appealed to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take ade- 
quate measures to address the aspirations of Jammu people by taking ade- 
quate steps for the overall development of Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Article 370 led to burgeoning unemployment i in J &K 
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due-share in various spheres while politicians | 
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Manoj Kumar, a businessman said that wee 
370 and 35A should have been scrapped much ear- 
lier. He said that the people of J&K have suffered a 
lot due to contentious Article 370. He said the com- 
mon man of Jammu only faced sufferings due to 
this Article as he got step-motherly treatment in 
every sector whether education or employment in } 
| government sector. 

He said, "I have witnessed the working of successive 
| governments in J&K and the people of Kashmir 
Valley are real sufferers as political class there has _ 
misused the youth by instigating them to indulge in 
stone-pelting and other anti-national activities". 


FR Ft 


Kulvinder Singh, a resident of Jammu, said that 
| Article 370 was thé reason behind development | 
deficit and joblessness in J&K State. He assert- | 
ed that the youth have been forced to move out 
from J&K in search of their livelihood as Article 
370 was the biggest hurdle in the development of | 
State. He said that entire country has witnessed 
large scale development since independence but. 
people in J&K were deprived of the same due to 
Article 370. He said, "With abrogation of Article 
370 and splitting of J&K into two Union 
Territories, the decades-old discrimination with 
Jammu will end and the region will also develop at par with aie States of the 


country”. 
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| Harkeerat Kour, a graduate, said that the abrogation of — 
| Art 370 was the most welcome step of BJP Government 


Minister Narendra Modi. 
"This heaven on earth handed over to India by Maharaja 


mous negative factors remained a point for the neighbour- 
ing country to spread misleading claims. The State of 

ae J Jammu and Kashmir and specifically, the Ladakh and 
Join Divisions have now only seen the light of day. The people of J&K are most 
__ excited to cherish the prosperity and heavenly dreams in the days to come", she said 


will move in and there would be hardly any craze for going abroad". 


Ankush Mahajan, a resident of Jammu, said that 
Art 370 was a curse for Jammu and Kashmir 
which created disharmony, regionalism and a 
hurdle in the development of State. He said that 
in spite of enormous natural resources, J&K's 
speed of development remained stagnant during 
last seven decades. He hailed the decision of 
Prime Minister Narendra. Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for revoking this Article. He 
said that taking benefit of this Article the rulers 
confined their vision of development unto them- 
selves. "As a result of this clause as also the atti- 
tude of the Palos! the major companies lost their investment in the State. 
Since all types of restrictions have been cleared these Rompancs will love 
to open their business and the youth will get employmeñńt", he said. 


l and the credit goes to the bold deciding prowess of Prime j 


Hari Singh through an Instrument of Accession in 1947 
was eclipsed with the Art 370 coupled with lop sided delim- | 
itation by the then rulers. This Article besides having enor- _ 


and added "We expéct better prospects for our career after big companies and MNCs 


elieving that the contentious provisions in the 

Article 370 had hugely promoted regional dishar- 

mony and encouraged discrimination in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the people now believe that justice will be 
done to the marginalized segments of the two regions, 
which remained at the receiving end over the decades. 
The Jammu and Ladakh regions witnessed total neglect 
due to the Kashmir-centric policies adopted by leaders 
having myopic vision. 
The element of discrimination was discernible in devel- 
opment, employment and implementation of various 
welfare schemes. Now the people hope that benefits of 
welfare schemes will percolate down to all segments of 
society in the erstwhile State. 
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gional disharmony, discrimination 


Pandit Jeet Kumar of Nagrota appreciated Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for fulfilling election promise of 
abrogating Articles 370 and235A. He said that people of 
Jammu and Kashmir, baring the ruling clan, grossly hailed 
this decision and said that this land of Saints will redeem 
its original glory and attraction for the pilgrims. He said 
| that Article 370 remained horrifying for the pilgrims visit- 
ing this part of the country and those who dared to come 
did: not visit with open mind and restricted themselves up 
to the safer places only. According to him the abrogation of Art 370 will dou- 
ble the flow of pilgrims and tourists thereby increasing the income of con- 
cerned sectors. ‘ 
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Subash Singh Manhas, a shopkeeper, thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and congratu- 
lated the common people who have now seen 
light of the day and have come out of the clutch- 
es of few families, who had been ruling the State 
since long time. He said that small businessmen, 
tradesmen, labourers, farmers and other mar- f 
ginalised sections of society could not cherish |) 
the taste of Independence till date and always 
remained worried for the evening food while the 
few selected families continued becoming richer | 4 
and the common man and the poor remained 
becoming poorer during all these years. He 
hoped that the present dispensation at the 
Conie will definitely bring prosperity in Jammu and Kashmir. 


Aditya, a resident of Janipur Jammu, hailed 
the abrogation of Article 370 and thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for taking this 
bold step. He also welcomed his announcement 
for steering Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Union Territories to the pinnacles of develop- 
ment and prosperity. 

He said that the common man not only in | 
Jammu and Kashmir but in whole of the coun- 
try is very happy over the abrogation of this 
clause of the Constitution. He said that its first 
impact will be on pilgrimage and tourism which, 
will increase manifold and further more it will generate employment for the 
qualified youths, particularly those from Jammu who had earlier been moving 
to other states and abroad for their career. 
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Kashmir shutdown 


JAMMU: Since 
game changer day of 
August 5-this year, 
lot of hue and cry is 
being raised over, 


AQOLOLZY 


what they say, 
‘Kashmir  ~ under 
siege’. A malicious, 
sinister and anti- 


national perception is being generated 
that the Valley has been forced to close 
down by ‘oppressive and repressive India 
and Indian forces' since the special status 
of Jammu and Kashmir wa§ revoked. It is 
‘really true? 

If Kashmir has been locked down, how 
do shops open for specific hours in the 
morning and evening every day? How 
come the Srinagar Passport Office issue 
6,400 passports since August 5, some of 
these on counters and witnessed huge 
footfall of applications each day? Isn't it 
true that the Srinagar hospitals carried 
‘out 5000 major surgeries between August 
5 and 30? How much quantity of 
Kashmiri apple has hit the Mandis outside 
‘the Valley since so-called siege’? 
Interestingly, during the so-called clamp- 


down, the withdrawals from the ATMs of 
various banks in the Valley have been sig- 
nificantly high. 

The propaganda on the so-called shut- 
down has been mischievous with propa- 
gandists, however, failing in convincing 
the world as to why the business establish- 
ments are running without fail in the 
morning and during evenings? The truth 
is that they are hoodwinking the public 
opinion. There is actually no siege or shut- 
down. Downing of shutters between 10 in 
the morning and 6 in evenings is just a 
façade to play victimhood. 

The shutdown is foreed when aggrieved 
parties call for Bandh to press their 
demands or the government imposes 
restrictions for maintaining law and order. 
Such a situation remains in force for a day 
or two but not for unspecified period. In 
the case of Kashmir, however, the scenario 
is quite different. There is a method in the 
madness. The sympathizers of Jihad have 
been indoctrinated to such an extent that 
they can go to any extent in maligning 
India. To achieve this, they can play their 
cheap and hillarious roles as directed from 
across the border. The past 30 years of 


recat ee eal 


disturbed conditions and terrorism 
unleashed by Pakistan has sadly trans- 
formed majority of Kashmiris as hyp- 
ocrites, or to be specific, actors or 
Dramabaazs, who keep on enacting 
Dramas, scripted by the ISI and its radi- 
calised Jihadis. They have perfected in the 
art of Dramas, which is why nobody is 
now taking these’ acts very seriously. 

In the theatre of propaganda, the 
Kashmiri radicals are now fully exposed. 
Their anti-national acts can't anymore 
dent the image of the nation but in-the 
process they are putting the future of 
their generations in jeopardy. 

True, there are restrictions on internet 
services and mobile phony but that is for 
safety of the people. For the sins of 
Kashmiri trouble-makers, the peace loving 
Jammu people are also suffering in terms 
of internet shutdown. Nobody is talking 


“about normalcy and, in a way, jubilant 


mood across Jammu region over the 
moves taken by the Centre towards inte- 
gration. The actor turned Congress politi- 
cian Urmila Matondkar, married to some 
Mohsin Akhtar Mir of Kashmir, can hog 
headlines for not ‘having spoken to her 
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mother-in-law and father-in-law, suffering 
from blood-pressure, diabetes for 22 
days", but the thousands of jawans and 
soldiers standing in the hostile lanes and 
by Janes of Kashmir find no mention any- 
where for their being cut-off from their 
families due to communication break- 
down. 

Nobody is asking Kashmiris as to why 
they don't send their children to schools 
despite assurances from the administra- 
tion but everybody will ery hoarse about 
future of young generation turning bleak. 
There has not been a single instance about 
babies sleeping without milk or anybody 
dying due to starvation. It is not for the 


first time that such a situation has arisen , 


in the Valley. Past three decades are 
replete of instances when Kashmir 
remained shut for weeks together due to 
calls given by Pakistan funded separatists. 
But never ever have people suffered for 
want of essentials, medicines or the vari- 
ous other services. Kashmir must be a 
unique strife-zone across the world that 
does not show rubble anywhere due to Pak 
sponsored terrorism like Jalalabad, 
Waziristan and Syria. Kashmir is not all 
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-yet another act of Dramabazi 


about screams, killings, rapes, extortions, 
atrocities, human rights violations as is 
being made out to run the Jihad regime. 
This is exaggerated version of the place 
that is being projected across the-world 
with malicious intent by those who have 
developed vested interest over the years. 
They are the people who had unleashed 
canards about restrictions over religious 
activities in the Valley during thick of ter- 
rorism, notwithstanding the fact that peo- 
ple used to offer prayers on roadsides due 
to paucity of space in mosques. The mind- 
set of project Kashmiris as victims has not 
changed. It will not change either because 
that will render the bigwigs among main- |, 
stream and off-stream camps irrelevant. 
Boiling Kashmir is their sustenance and 
hence show¢asing it in dark is inevitable. | 
Kashmir is being used as a commodity } 
and a saleable product by other stakehold- | 
ers like the so-called activists, the track- , 
two diplomats, the non-governmental | 
organisations and other ‘sponsored’ agen- | 
cies across the world as well, as it earns 
them rehabilitation, in one format or the 
other. Whenever they talk about Kashmir, ; 
they paint a E CONTD ON PAGE 9 
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Corporator Satpaul Karlupia asserted that post scrapping 
of Articles 370 and 35A, the Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) will be strengthened with the implementation of 
73rd and 74th Amendments of the Constitution. He said 
us| these amendments will also strengthen Urban Local Bodies 

4 at grass roots level. He said that elected Panchs and 
=| Sarpanchs are facing numerous problems due to lack of 
funds but it is likely that after reorganisation of J&IS, things 
will change and Modi government will take proactive steps 
1 to strengthen the democratie institttions and work for the 
j ean welfare of the rural populace. Karlupia hailed the bold and 


supporting the Modi Government for its nationalistic policies. 
a i WS STEM AIO 
H Parvinder Mittal, General Secretary, Aggarw 
Sabha, Jammu welcomed abrogation of Articles 
©) 370 and 35A. He said that Jammu and Kashmir is 
| an integral part of India. He said that Modi govern- 
| ment had taken a "historic" decision to abrogate 
Article 370, which he claims will result in massive 
development in the entire region. Now, J&K will 
witness massive development, he said, adding the 
people from across the country will come here for 
establishing new ventures which will open new 
as ay ik 4 avenues for the youth. He hoped that with the re- 
organisation of J&K, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will make all po 
efforts to bring developmental projects, creating employment avenues, Be 
eign investment and tourism in Jammu at par with rest of the Cooney F 
hoped that after obtaining the status of Union Territory, the peop. 


Jammu will get equal rights with no discrimination. 


courageous decision of the BJP led Government at the Centre whereby these contro- | 
yersial Articles of the Constitution were abrogated. He said people are wholeheartedly _ 


rear, 


he people of Jammu region are enthused over meas- 

ures initiated by the government led by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in integrating the erst- 
while state of Jammu and Kashmir emotionally with rest 
of the country. This, they feel, will end the psychological 
barriers and sense of discrimination among various seg- 
ments post carving out of new Union Territories. It will be 
a beginning and new dawn for these two entities, which 
will grow and flourish as equal and important partners in 
the journey to peace, progress and development. 


P| Former Minister Priya Sethi said that scrapping of 
Articles 370 and 35A brought a ray of hope for communi- 
G 1 ties which were the victims of successive governments’ 

= | apathy. She said that several communities residing in J&K 
oe ji have suffered a lot due to anti-people policies of the Valley 
Hl a based political parties. She said that Kashmir centric lead- 

f | ers never expected these provisions could be revoked in 
such a way. "They used the special status as shield and 
never projected the sufferings of the people before the 
1 Central Government in right perspective thus forcing the 
Jammu region to reel under deprivation and dearth of facilities", she maintained. 
She asserted that in the New J&K Jammu people will get equal rights and oppor- 
tunities. The daughters of J&K will not have to shun their rights even after mar- 
rying someone from outside, she said. She hoped that after the re-organisation of 
the State, Modi Government will take all possible steps for the overall develop- 
ment and growth wherein several opportunities will be created for the youth to 
ensure that they have a bright and glittering future. 
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Jammu is poised for huge development after repeal of Article 370 | 


Advocate Sachin Gupta said that the drawback of 
Article 370 was that it promoted corruption and made 
J&K the most corrupt State in the country. He said it 
has patronised only some families in the State which 
brazenly misused this controversial and temporary pro- 
vision for their personal motives. He said due to 
Kashmir centric policies our recruitment agencies like 
Publie Service Commission, SSRB and PSUs were 
weakened due to which the youth of Jammu region suf- 
fered a lot. He said that recruitment agencies should be 
centralized by appointing some dedicated and honest persons so that the meritori- | 
ous youth get justice. He also sought accountability in such of the government 
departments having their own Recruitment Boards so that the youth do not suffer. 
He also appealed to the government to secure the forest land which has been ille- 
gally grabbed by some unscrupulous elements. Government should appoint some 
dedicated IAS officers in the upcoming Union Territory J&K for proper revival of 
industrialization so that new opportunities can be created, he said. 


Vivek Bangwal, a social activist said that J&K people | 
have whole-heartedly supported the scrapping of | 
Articles 370 and 35A by the BJP Government. He men- 
tioned the people have suffered a lot on all fronts espe- | 
cially development, employment, distribution of funds, | 
ete. He said that none in the successive governments had | 
the courage to remove the controversial Article 370. "For 
the past about seven decades the people have suffered a 
lot due to this controversial Article and their grievances 
remained unaddressed but now after J&K becoming a UTT, they are hopeful that 
all necessary steps would be taken to mitigate their sufferings,” he said, asking __ 
people of Jammu and Kashmir to strengthen the hands of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi by extending support to the BJP at grassroots level. 
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aes seg Gupta: hailed the abrogation of Articles 
370 and 35A from Jammu and Kashmir, He said that the 
people of Jammu faced discrimination at all levels due to 
aforesaid Articles. "The State lagged much behind from 
other states as far as development is concerned. People were 


forced to run from pillar to post for employment, 


medical 


and educational facilities and other purposes but now after 
repealing of Article 370, the people of Jammu are hopeful 


that move will usher a new era peace and progress here", he | 
SS said and hoped that from now onwards all modern facilities 


will be aa to residents of Jammu and Kashmir without any bias. Now, the newly 
formed Jammu Kashmir Union Territory will be brought under One Flag and One 
Constitution and there will be no place for anti-national elements, he added. 


ple of whole state are celebrating the abrogation of Art 370. 


Gagandeep Singh, an Engineering Student highly 


appreciated the Prime Minister's step for abrogation 


of the disastrous Article 370 from the Constitution | 


of India. He said that this contentious Article and 


its supporting Article 35A were included 


in the 


Constitution by the then Rulers in the Centre to 
favour the selected politicians of the'State of Jammu 


and Kashmir who were anti-Maharaja. 


"These 


Articles indeed benefitted such politicians but 
doomed the fate of common man of Jammu and even those from Valley. 
When the common man from Valley came to know of the game of these 
politicians they came out against the loot but on being suppressed, they took 
to the guns thus laying foundation of terrorism. The common man of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir continued to suffer for the last three decades 
just because of the blessings made available to these politicians through 
aforesaid Articles. Barring such politicians and their sympathizers, the peo- 
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f Article 370 to benefit all se 
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ommon refrain among the tae in J ammu and 

Kashmir is that revocation of Articles 370 and 35A 

will benefit all segments of society, irrespective of 
caste, creed, colour and religion. They perceive these con- 
stitutional provisions as tool in the hands of politicians 
with vested interest, who exploited the people and hood- 
winked the rulers that be in New Delhi. The people, espe- 
cially the youth see the new era post revocation of the spe- 
cial status of the erstwhile state as a beginning of industri- 
alization in both Kashmir and Jammu regions that will in 
the process generate employment and create employability. 
They see a hope and light emanating after a dark tunnel. 


Vivek Gupta, a businessman appreciated the decision of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for scrapping the Articles 370 and 35A and hoped 
that this landmark decision will break the backbone of ter- 
rorists and shall lead to peace and prosperity in the region. 
He asserted that earlier, the future of J&K's youth was 
bleak but after this historic move of Modi-led BJP 
Government at the Centre a new hope has kindled among 
the youngsters that they shall now have bright prospects 
in the J&K and Ladakh as well. He also lambasted the 
successive governments for depriving the West Pakistani Refugees of their voting 
and other rights. He also hoped that removal of Article 370 will bring investment 
and development in Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. He felt that abrogation of 
aforesaid Article is rising of 'New Jammu and Kashmir’, where people will enjoy 
their rights without any fear or discrimination. 


egments of J& 


| o Arues davi ® Otehen 1, , 2019 STATE TIMES J 


ieee 


Sudershan Singh, social activist appreciated the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for scrapping Articles 370 


and 35A from J&K. He said people of J&K are hopeful | 
of good governance after the re-organization of the f 


sat he Ane nt enone thE mm 


K society 


State. He said government should focus on creating =e 
employment opportunities and take all adequate meas- [i 1i 


ures in adjusting the highly qualified youth of J&K into } 


the government services. He said due to lack of employ- 


ment opportunities in J&K, government sector is the |f 


only hope for the highly qualified youth of J&K He also 


expressed resentment against the government for installing toll plazas at Dyala 
Chak and Sarore. He said that government should take stock of dilapidated condi- 
tion of national highway from Lakhanpur to Jammu. Besides, the Grievances Cell 
should be strengthened to make it more effective so that the problems of common 


masses could be addressed on priority. 


Appreciating the decision taken by NDA Govt 
regarding scrapping of Articles 370 and 35A, Amrik 
Singh Sasan, a resident of Jamnm said that Modi 
Government has take the decision after going 
through all ‘pros and cons’. He urged the Government 
to take all possible measures to address problems 


being faced by employees of J&K. If Government can f 


abrogate controversial Articles. 370 & 35A, then it 
can do everything for welfare of employee fraternity. 
He appealed to Modi government to convert State ž 
Transport Corporation into Jammu Transport Undertaking, so that employees 
can get all benefits along with various other facilities, of which they are deprived 
of till date. He further appealed to Modi government to revive pension benefit for 
employees, so that they may not feel alienated. 
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Article 370 provisos gave J&K nothing but deprivation 


= aa a a mo g ATAR PESO ELNORA 
Jaswinder Singh, a college student appreciated the deci- 

a 2 | Rajesh Kumar businessman averred that the abroga- f 
sion of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home ~ i w that the State of Jammu and Kashmir is in the — tion of Article 370 was the need of the time as the | 
Minister Amit Shah for giving relief to the people of process of bifurcation in terms of J&K Reorganisation Kashmir-centric policies being propagated by certain 
Jamnu region who were facing the apathy of Kashmiri Act 2019, debate is on how the temporary provisions of politicians with vested interests had deprived people of 
politicians. He said that it was a historic blunder which 5 _ Jammu and Ladakh from enjoying their basic rights. |e 


Article 370 aoned the regions of Jammu and Ladakh. The 
sense of deprivation and discrimination had forced the people 
of the desert region to intensify their struggle for Union 
Territory status. They have got it. Like people of Ladakh, 
those in Jammu also feel free from the shackles of subjugation 
\ J&K people have whole-heartedly supported scrapping — by the Kashmir -centric political executives. All they want B 
_ of aforesaid Article by the BJP Government. "They are hopeful that equal rights and development, equitable opportunities -in jobs and effective 
_ opportunities will now be ensured", he said. "Soon after reorganization of J&K, the peo- | implementation of various welfare schemes. They are hopeful 
ple will get equal melts at par with gien citizens of India", he asserted. - about 'good days' with corporate sector making investments in 
Ae E E Ray : [a ae A x 
: J&K, which may generate jobs for the educated unemployed, 
Ashok a an eoe in Gate sector, said d ed kf 
that the termination of Article 370 brought a new | Zaila! an gorka worktorce. 


ray of hope among the people of Jammu. He hoped | 
T that removal of Article 370 will bring investment | a e student said that Article 370 deprived the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir from . their legitimate 


| and development in Jammu and Kashmir, and 
| Ladakh. He said the people of Jammu region have rights. He said that due to this special status, the political 
leaders had never projected the sufferings of the people 


| been suffering due to the Kashmir-centric policies of 

successive governments for the past seven decades. fl before the Central Government in right perspective thus 

"The people are confident that the Jammu region forcing the Jammu region to reel under deprivation and 
dearth of facilities. He hoped that with the re-organisation 


| would get its due share as earlier the same was a each weet 
ernments," he added. He asked the of J&K, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will make all pos- 
diverted to Kashmir by the successive gov Te e paca dgHiea si saeetae 


people of Jammu and Kashmir to strengthen the hands of Prime Minister zaw : 
Narendra Modi who is working for the welfare of people of the country. i San par with rest of the SEA a PE AE 
. "Lifting of aforesaid Article will bring the people of J&K at par with other Modi government for ensuring freedom to Ka . inr p e 
citizens of the country", he maintained. Jammu region will get its due as a matter of NE! 
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He thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for tak- 
ing this bold step. He also welcomed PM's announce- 
| ment for steering Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, 
Union Territories to the pinnacles of development and 
prosperity. He said that the common man not only in 
Jammu and Kashmir but in whole of the country is very = over the abroga- 
tion of this clause of the Constitution. He said that small businessman, trades- 
men, labourers, farmers and other marginalized sections of society could not 
cherish the taste of Independence till date and always remained worried for the 
evening food while the few select families continued becoming richer and the com- 
mon man and the poor remained becoming poorer these 72 years. He hoped that 
the present dispensation at the Centre will definitely bring prosperity in J&K. 


| kept Kashmir bleeding for 70 years and lakhs of people 
=| were deprived of their rights. He said that the State has 
suffered a lot, both economically and emotionally, due to 
| exploitation. He said the administration, working under 
| Governor Satya Pal Malik, is playing a vital role in main- 
taining law and order in Jammu and Kashmir. He said’ 


Sham Lal, a resident of Jammu, congratulated Prime fi 
Minister, Narendra Modi and Home Minister, Amit 
Shah for taking this significant decision to abrogate 
Articles 370 and 35A from the J&K. He said, "It is a 
bold, historic and much-needed change for J&K The 
Article 370 was a big mistake done by few vested 
interests, without taking care of people's aspirations, | 
People suffered a lot due to this controversial provi- 
sion, as it was the’ root cause of miseries including 
unemployment, corruption, lack of development and terrorism. I tee that this 
historic decision will make Kashmir terrorism-free and lead it on the path of over- 
all development." He hoped that abrogation of Article 370 would definitely improve 
the socio-economic status of people to a great extent. 


<r, 
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Vikas Mengi, a resident of Jammu hoped that tourism 
will gét major boost with the abrogation of Articles 370 
and 35A from the J&K. He said several multinational 


f 
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tread the path of overall development, which will eventu- 


hood. "We got real freedom on August 5, 2019 after abro- 
gation of Articles 370 and 354A, as earlier we were living 


adding that people of Jammu region were the worst suf- 
ferers and faced wrath of Kashmiri rulers under the garb 


of aforesaid contentious Articles of the constitution. He said Prime Minister Narendra — 


Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah did a remarkable job by removing these Articles 
which will also resolve the unemployment crisis in the Jammu and Kashmir. — 
ames SUMS RSS! STEELE 
Vakalat Ram Sharma, a senior citizen said that 
Modi has taken a wise decision on abrogating the 
Article 370 from the Jammu and Kashmir. He said 
that the people of Jammu and Kashmir have high 
hopes from the Prime 
after the re-organisation 
| people of J&K would witness a new era of develop- 
ment in coming time and extended full support to 
BJP Government at the Centre for taking this bold 
a ce and revolutionary step. He said that this bold deci- 
“si i long way in achieving the agen ; 
payen a in ones of the history in golden letters. He expressed 
gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra 
sial Articles 370 and 354, and assured whole 
stride for ensuring welfare of people- 


| 


vieni 


-hearted support to BJP in its 


Art 370 gone, developme 


companies are planning to invest in Jammu and ; 
Kashmir from the tourism point of view which will set to i 


ally lead to lot of openings for youth to earn their liveli- — 


under slavery of Kashmir-centric politicians," he said, ih 


PM 


Minister and Home Minister — 
of the State. He hoped that | 


da of development in J&K and | eg 


Modi for revoking the controver- — 
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nt initiatives 
ptimistic about growth and development taking place in 
; Jammu and Kashmir, the man on street in Jammu feels 
; that Narendra Modi led NDA government will undertake 
_ major initiatives to prove the point that Article 370 was, in no 
way, beneficial for the people of the erstwhile State. They under- 
stand the challenges ahead but are confident that once situation 
in Kashmir returns to normal, investments will start trickling in 
to give boost to the economy. As far as Jammu region is con- 
cerned, they are hopeful that developmental inertia and discrim- 
ination unleashed by the previous Kashmir-centric governments 
will come to an end and new opportunities will greet the youth in — 
respect of employment and employability. Development will take 
over deprivation and hope will superimpose on despair. The peo- 
_ ple just want the new initiatives to roll out. 
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Urvashi Gupta, BJP leader termed the Article 370 as a | 
curse which has been removed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah. She said | 
A that this controversial Article had created a difference i 
between son and daughter of J&K. She hailed PM Modi for 
| providing due rights to the daughters of J&K, who were 
E4 deprived earlier. She said scrapping, of Articles,370 and 
35A has given a big jolt to the Kashmiri politicians who 
misused their constitutional power for looting the wealth 

LC HI of J&K. She added that the move was the long pending 
demand of people of Jammu region. She hoped that abrogation of these Articles 
will pave way for the development of Jammu region. a 
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_ Bhasin said that people of J&K will be benefitted by L 


out that removal of Article 370 will end the discrimi- [= 


_ the previous governments also failed to properly proj- 


always remained their priority. But in reality, Kashmir based politicians had 
befooled Valley peoplé and used them for their personal motives besides looting 
State exchequer to fill their coffers. He said that Modi government has taken a 
bold and courageous decision by abrogating this controversial Act. 
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repealing of Articles 370 and 35A will lead to the over: 
all development of the State. 

"With removal of such controversial article, it is hoped | 
that a number of multi-national companies would set- | 
up their units in Jammu, thereby opening new | 
employment avenues for youth, who till date were | 
worst sufferer of Kashmir-centric policies," Bhasir 
added. 


this move the most and hoped that after acquiring Union Territory status, the 
youth may not have to move out, as corporate sector will have a huge presence in 
this part of the country. "Now funds coming from the Centre would be equally 
distributed between Jammu and Kashmir regions. People of Ladakh would also 
get their due share, which they deserve," he-added. 
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Randhir Singh, a Jammmu-based businessman pointed [a 


nation being faced by the people of Jammu and Í 
Kashmir for the last seventy years. He stated that ear- >A 
lier majority shares of all development schemes and E 
packages released by the Union Government for over- figi 

all development of the J&K were diverted to Valley, | 
ignoring people of Jammu region. He asserted that E 


ect needs of Jammu region before the Center, as Valley 


\ 
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